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INTRODUCTION

 Chairman:  John Zamit
 Email: chairman@sebra.org.uk
 Phone:  020 7727 6104
 Mobile:  077 6806 8277
 Address:  2 Claremont Court
  Queensway, London W2 5HX

From the
Chairman

One of musician Jimmy Cliff ’s 
most famous songs is “A 
Hard Road to Travel” and 
in the song he refers to “…a 

rough rough way to go”. 

I’m prett y sure he wasn’t singing about 
the Queensway Public Realm Project but 
the words are appropriate nonetheless.

We did fi nally manage to arrange a 
meeti ng with Council Offi  cers and 
Consultants in the Summer and another 
is scheduled for later this month.

There is substanti al funding available and 
more has been promised by the street’s 
land owners. The total cost of the project 
will be around £10-£12m. I will of course 
keep everyone updated.

REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE
The Paddington Service of Remembrance 
will take place on Sunday 12 November, 
2:30pm at the War Memorial in 
Lancaster Gate. 

As everyone will no doubt be aware, 
the service will remember the residents 
of Paddington who gave their lives in 
the two world wars and subsequent 
confl icts.

Last year’s service was the fi rst for many 
years. It was well att ended by residents, 
schools, local groups and Councillors and 
is now an annual event.

The service will be led by Father Paul 
Thomas, Vicar of St James’ Church, 
Sussex Gardens and is open to those of 
all faiths. The Lord Mayor of Westminster 
will lay a wreath on behalf of 
Westminster City Council and following 
the service a recepti on will be held at 
Royal Lancaster London hotel.

TALL BUILDINGS
There is very litt le to report since 
“HEIGHTS OF FOLLY” made the cover 
of our last issue. Our report represented 
one of the biggest stories we’ve ever 
featured. 

We’ve tried without success to get an 
update and we now believe that the 
Council may be backing down. 

It’s also our opinion that there may be 
a delay in the issue of the forthcoming 
draft  of the new City Plan. We would 
not be at all surprised if things were put 
on hold unti l aft er the local electi ons in 
May 2018.

VOLUNTARY COUNCIL TAX
We read with interest that the 
Conservati ve Councillors have put 
forward plans for a voluntary council tax 
contributi on from residents living in the 
most expensive properti es (over £10m) 
in Westminster. The idea is that these 
owners would be ask to double up their 
Council Tax bill. 
The aim is to raise up to £2.75m and the 
money would be used to protect front 
line services, especially youth provision 
and work to support young people 
across the city. 
We wish them well but are very scepti cal 
that anything like the hoped for amount 
will be raised.

THE 2017 SEBRA AGM
The Porchester Hall will once again host 
the SEBRA AGM and I hope to see as 
many of you as possible on the night of 
22 November. We’re hoping that our two 
MPs will att end and Nickie Aiken, the 
Leader of the Council, has already said 
she’ll be there. Indeed, she told us that 
she wouldn't miss it for the world!
Hopefully there will be a good range of 
probing questi ons from the fl oor for our 
"top table" panel of experts to respond to.
Following the offi  cial business you can 
expect our usual prize raffl  e and then 
we will be serving drinks and canapés to 
SEBRA members and our guests.
Best wishes and happy reading.

Don't forget:
This year’s 
SEBRA AGM
Weds 22 Nov
Porchester Hall
6:30pm for 7pm

Paddington's skyline. Is WCC backing 
down on tall buildings?



4 www.sebra.org.uk

INTRODUCTION

I'M NOT ONE FOR 
MUSIC FESTIVALS

For much of my life I lived within a 
30 minute drive of Glastonbury, 
which most readers will know 
hosts a huge music festival every 

couple of years.
Even now "Chez Editor" is only an hour 
away from The Home of the Hippie so 
you'd be forgiven for thinking that I 
might have been there once or twice, 
especially as "back in the day" ('73 to '76) 
you could just sneak in through a gap in 
a hedge and nobody really cared.
Truth is, I've never been and I've never 
had the desire to be there. I don't like 
crowds of more than four people and 
there's no way I'm sleeping in a tent. Also, 
if I'm going to go outside I want to be 
hitting a golf ball.
Having said that, I do like getting stuff 
for free, so when the chap who wrote 
the article on page two said he'd get 
me some tickets for the British Summer 
Time concert in Hyde Park, I agreed to 
go. Mrs Olive was thrilled, but my joy 
was tempered because deep down I 
knew that I'd still have to pay for beer 
and burgers.
So along comes June and on a rather fine 
evening, having breezed through security 
(another pet hate) we found ourselves 
sat on the grass, listening to music, and 
all was just dandy. Indeed, when Claudia 
Winkelman wandered by, Mrs O could 
barely contain her excitement.  
(I managed with ease).
Then a chap with a couple of decent 
cameras and a press pass walked by, 
having just exited the VIP/Rock Stars 
Only/Free Food and Drink Zone. That 
press pass was speaking my language so I 
decided to have a word. "Excuse me, I'm 
a photographer too" (I really am). "How 
did you get a press pass?". 

He told me that he was taking pictures 
for one of the caterers and that getting 
the pass was simple enough. This was 
music to my ears. I said "I take photos for 
a local residents' association magazine, 
so do you think I'd be able to get a press 
pass too?" (I said "press pass" but all the 
time I was thinking "free food/beer/
crowd avoidance pass"). "Sure" said my 
new best friend. "Just get a letter from 
the magazine editor". A lightbulb went on.
I can write a letter to me, especially one 
that's going to result in a British Summer 
Time 2018 Golden Ticket. The press 
passes come in pairs (photographers 
need assistants apparently), so I asked 
Mrs O if she could think of anyone to 
assist me. She could.
So next November time, when a copy 
of SEBRA NEWS W2 Issue 94 drops 
through your letterbox there's a pretty 
good chance it will contain some photos 
and a report by a Glastonbury-avoiding 
cheapskate/freeloader. He'll have gorged 
himself on complimentary nosh and beer 
at an event that I've no doubt will be even 
more enjoyable than BST 2017 was.

LISTENING TO AN ASTRONAUT
If you've read some of my previous 
"From the Editor" musings you'll be 
aware that I'm rather a fan of the Apollo 
space missions. So when I saw that 
astronaut Al Worden (Command Module 
Pilot, Apollo 15) was going to be in the 
UK on a lecture tour I wanted to attend.
The nearest tour location was Aberdare, 
mid-Wales. That's a pretty small town 
and as unlikely a place as you'd expect to 
see one of NASA's finest. 
"You have reached your destination" 
said my trusty SatNav. "What? This can't 
be right.." But apparently it was. The 
Coliseum Theatre in Aberdare really is in 
the middle of a humble housing estate.

I'd arrived early and hungry and my chip 
shop senses were tingling. A friendly 
local told me where to find cod.
Sure enough, after just a few minutes 
walk I arrived at "The Hot Pot Cafe" and 
ordered my food. The young lady serving 
heard my accent and asked why I was in 
town. "Well, I'm going to your theatre 
to listen to an astronaut give a talk". 
She seemed genuinely interested (big 
mistake) so I told her all about Colonel 
Worden. I described how he'd flown to 
the moon in 1971, thus becoming one 
of only 24 men in all of human history to 
do so and also how he did a spacewalk 
200,000 miles from Earth.
She nodded, appeared genuinely 
interested and I felt she was going to ask 
a question. She certainly didn't let me 
down. "Is he Welsh?"
I kept a straight face and explained that 
all 24 of those who journeyed to the 
moon were American. As I headed back 
to the theatre, I couldn't stop smirking 
at visions of "Worden the Astronaut" 
launching from Merthyr Tydfil Space 
Centre on a trip to the moon.

AND FINALLY... A NEW STEAM 
TRAIN HAS ARRIVED!
Keen-eyed readers will see the new 
photo at the start of "Safety Valve". It's 
The Flying Scotsman locomotive and I 
took the picture when a national tour 
brought it to my part of the world.
For two weeks it enthralled passengers 
and onlookers as it travelled the West 
Somerset Railway.
Unlike one of my predecessors I'm not 
passionate about steam trains, but to see 
this mighty piece of engineering up close 
and personal really was rather special.

 Editor:  Steve Olive
 Email: editor@sebra.org.uk
 Phone:  01823 661008
 Mobile:  07786 066141
 Address:  13 The Gables, Wellington 
  Somerset TA21 8JB

From the
Editor
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Safety Valve
Everyone likes a bit of good news, so we start this editi on of Safety Valve with a success story. Readers will 
be delighted that the eff orts of David Hexter and others have helped a stop to home deliveries by Deliveroo 
from the Westbourne Grove branch of Nando's. Elsewhere in this secti on there's an important piece about 
Planning Noti ces, a proposed "Att ack on Bayswater", a pair of items relati ng to polluti on and an interesti ng 
piece about a minority of cyclists in Kensington Palace Gardens.

LNER Class A3 Locomoti ve
No. 60103 “Flying Scotsman”.
Pictured 10 September 2017 aft er
leaving Crowcombe Heathfi eld.

The case of nuisances and loss of 
amenity to local residents due 
to the delivery service operated 
out of Nando’s Westbourne 

Grove was reported in our last issue. 
We had discovered that Nando’s did not 
have planning use permission to operate 
a hot food take-away service from 
this site. Nando’s had made a decision 
someti me in 2014 to use this site to 
operate as a hub to supply within an 
area of 2.1 km radius. The consequences 
were disastrous in terms of noise from 
delivery vehicles, rubbish in the streets 
and, on occasion, abuse infl icted on local 
residents by delivery drivers and take 
away clients of Nando’s who like to enjoy 
their chicken Piri Piri while sitti  ng on the 
steps of houses in the vicinity. 
We are delighted to report that the 
Westminster City Council's Planning 
Enforcement Department, aft er 
painstaking research to validate 
residents’ complaints, issued a Planning 
Enforcement Noti ce instructi ng Nando’s 
to cease their home delivery acti vity. 
The research, under the guidance of 
Marti n Sone of the Planning Enforcement 
Department, included on-site monitoring 
of noise levels, traffi  c movements and, 
criti cally, the hiring of a top Planning QC 
to confi rm that there was a case in law for 

Nando’s to answer. The research robustly 
confi rmed the complaints that have been 
reported to Westminster City Council 
over many months, including a massive 
pictorial fi le of incriminati ng evidence.
There was some concern by residents 
that Nando’s would prolong their 
misery by appealing the Enforcement 
Noti ce. This would have entailed 
the appointment of an independent 
arbitrator by the Secretary of State. 
The process would have dragged on for 
months, costi ng the Council, by which 
we mean Council tax payers, signifi cant 
amounts of money. Happily, Nando’s 
realised that the weight of evidence 

was such that this was a lost batt le, 
and they voluntarily ceased their home 
delivery service. 
The neighbourhood has now returned 
to normal. Noise levels have dropped 
dramati cally, as has Nando’s related 
rubbish. The nuisances have not 
disappeared completely as Nando’s is 
allowed to operate a walk in take-away 
service on the grounds that it is now 
"ancillary to their primary business, 
which is an ‘eat in’ restaurant". There is 
sti ll some Nando’s branded rubbish in 
the streets, but much less than before 
the Enforcement Noti ce was issued.
We must be grateful for small mercies.

VICTORY! - NANDO’S REDEEMED
John Zamit - SEBRA Chairman
and David Hexter - SEBRA Member

The last editi on of SEBRA NEWS W2 featured an extensive arti cle enti tled
 "The Blight of Nando’s" - Clearly it helped to bring about this victory for residents.
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WHAT LESSONS CAN WE 
LEARN FROM THIS CASE?

Firstly, the rule of law is alive 
and kicking in Westminster. 
It is a sluggish and lazy beast 
to awaken. But it works, and 

in the hands of professionals such as 
Martin Sone, it can deliver outcomes 
from the local community that protect 
it from the worst excesses of ‘gig’ 
capitalism- without denying the right 
of consumers to their Piri-Piri chicken, 
or whatever.
Secondly, involve local councillors at 
an early stage and keep them involved 
in the progress of the case. Susie 
Burbridge and Andrew Smith, two of 

our Lancaster Gate Ward Councillors, 
did a fantastic job in channelling 
the grievances of residents to the 
appropriate officers of Westminster 
City Council
Thirdly, we should never underestimate 
the power of the civil community 
and its organs if properly organised. 
In this, SEBRA was able to provide 
guidance to the complainants, a 
forum to communicate with the wider 
neighbourhood and to facilitate the 
solidarity of residents against the 
abuses inflicted on them, no doubt 
unintentionally, by Nando’s. 
So far, a happy outcome and Nando’s is 
redeemed.

Redemption for Nando's and a happy 
outcome for the local community.

In the Summer 2017 edition of SEBRA 
NEWS W2 the Planning Enforcement 
Team wrote to confirm that we were 
investigating the allegation that the 

Nando’s restaurant at 63 Westbourne 
Grove had materially changed its use 
from a restaurant (Class A3) to a mixed 
use comprising a restaurant and hot 
food takeaway ("sui generis") use as 
defined by the Town and Country 
Planning (Use Classes) Order 1987 (as 
amended). 
I can confirm that the Planning 
Enforcement Team’s investigation 
identified a prima facie breach of 
planning control and that formal 
enforcement action was taken. 
The evidence required to demonstrate 
this breach was obtained through various 
means.  Responses to our Planning 
Contravention Notices provided 
information on how the business was 
currently operating and further evidence 
was obtained by physically monitoring 
the premises over several days with 
lunchtime and evening inspections 
being undertaken by Planning Officers 
who kept detailed records of the 
numbers of customers consuming food 
and drink on the premises against the 
number of customers consuming hot 
food off the premises. The Planning 
Enforcement Team also worked 
collaboratively with other Departments 
including Westminster’s City Inspectors, 
Environmental Health and Licensing 
and in particular with Paul King (Team 
Manager – Residential Services Public 
Protection and Licensing). 
Crucial evidence was also provided 
by local residents. This evidence was 
important as it demonstrated the harm 
that this material change of use was 

having on the amenity of the local area 
and greatly assisted the investigation. 
The sharing of such information by 
our customers demonstrates how 
collaborative working can lead to an 
expedited resolution of such matters 
and meets the aims of the Council’s City 
for All agenda.   
The evidence obtained confirmed that 
Nando's had intensified their hot food 
takeaway element of their business to 
such an extent that a material change 
of use had occurred and that the 
requisite planning permission had not 
been obtained. 
The City Council determined that the 
unauthorised use was contrary to policy 
and harmful to amenity. An Enforcement 
Notice was subsequently served on 8 
August 2017 requiring the use of the 
premises as a mixed use comprising 
restaurant and hot food takeaway (sui 
generis use) to cease. The Notice took 
effect on 12 September 2017 with a 28 
day compliance period expiring on 10 
October 2017. Nando’s chose not to 
appeal against the Enforcement Notice.   
Nando’s maintained throughout our 
investigation that there was no material 
change of use. However, during the 
28 day compliance period, Nando’s did 
confirm that Deliveroo would cease 
serving the restaurant effective from 
17 September 2017. 
The City Council has subsequently 
been monitoring the site during peak 
hours. Our Officers have not witnessed 
Deliveroo drivers collecting takeaways 
from this restaurant since 17 September 
2017. The number of hot food 
takeaways from this restaurant has

significantly been reduced to such an 
extent that it appears that Nando's has 
reverted back to a restaurant use. The 
evidence suggests that the breach of 
planning control has now been resolved. 
There remains an ancillary level of 
hot food takeaway; readers may be 
aware that Nando’s has for many 
years operated without complaint to 
the Planning Enforcement Team as a 
restaurant and has always during this 
time offered an ancillary hot food take-
away service. An ancillary use does not 
require planning permission provided the 
primary use of the business operation 
remains as a restaurant. 
We will continue to monitor the site, 
but if no further breach is identified the 
investigation will be closed. The Notice 
will though remain as a charge against 
the land. As such, the requirements 
of the enforcement notice will need 
to be met in perpetuity unless it is 
superseded by any subsequent grant of 
planning permission. Readers may be 
aware that it is a criminal offence to fail 
to comply with the requirements of an 
enforcement notice.  
In conclusion, thanks should go to the 
Ward Councillors for their stewardship, 
Dr David Hexter and other local 
residents for their vigilant monitoring 
of the business and John Zamit, SEBRA 
Chairman for his support on this matter.
Please remember that any suspected 
breaches of planning control may be 
reported by the Council’s website:
www.westminster.gov.uk/report-it

Martin Sone 
Area Planning Officer 
Development Planning

NANDO'S - UPDATE FROM PLANNING ENFORCEMENT WCC
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There are six bridges over the 
tube and Paddington main lines 
in Bayswater – going from west 
to east. 

They are Great Western Road Bridge, 
Hampden Footbridge, Lord Hill’s Bridge 
(Porchester Road), Ranelagh Bridge, 
the one at the top of Gloucester 
Terrace, leading to the A40 (Westway), 
Westbourne Bridge, the one at the end 
of Westbourne Terrace leading from the 
A40 (Westway) and finally the really big 
one at the end of Bishop's Bridge Road 
leading to Harrow Road. This bridge was 
rebuilt a few years ago.

The question is – who is responsible for 
all these bridges, for their upkeep and 
for keeping them clean? Is it Network 
Rail, Crossrail, Transport for London 
(TfL) or the City of Westminster?

The Great Western Road bridge is very 
shabby, often covered with fly-posting 
and graffiti. It's seriously in need of a 
good lick of paint.

The Hampden Footbridge, with its  
loose and flapping panels so recently 
decorated by Urban Eye. We have 
been told is owned by Network Rail 
and southern end of it, with the newly 
installed pedestrian ramp and lights has 
been installed and paid for by Crossrail.

So who is responsible for the faulty 
drainage which leaves large lakes of 
water after a downpour for pedestrians, 

parents with pushchairs and young 
children, cyclists, wheelchair users etc. 
to negotiate while trying to keep their 
feet dry? Which organization should be 
dealing with the floods urgently before 
the winter sets in?

The next bridge is Lord Hill’s Bridge, the 
state of which is absolutely appalling.  
Rusting ironwork, peeling paintwork, 
the bridge panels are in such a dire state 
that a local resident has taken upon 
him or herself to do their own pictorial 
decoration to cheer the dismal panels.

There are large flakes of crumbling 
cast iron left lying on the ground and 

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SIX BAYSWATER BRIDGES?
Ian Hessenberg 
Westbourne Park Villas, W2

Accumulated rubbish on Ranelagh 
Bridge slip road. Not a pretty sight.

Ranelagh Bridge - Peeling paint and serious corrosion there for all to see.

Lord Hill's Bridge - Really not a very warm welcome to Bayswater.

Graffiti always starts to appear when 
structures have seen better days.
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the accumulated rubbish behind the 
ironwork, which the street sweepers 
find almost impossible to reach, is a 
disgrace. 

According to the plaque attached to the 
wall, with rust marks running down it, 

the bridge was redecorated in 1993 by 
the “Westminster Initiative Project” (Has 
anyone ever heard of that group?) and 
unveiled by Councillor Robert Davis.

The next bridge is Ranelagh Bridge 
taking the slip road up to the A40 
(Westway) at the top of Gloucester 
Terrace. As one drives up the steep 

slope towards the flyover, the rubbish 
which is lying along the verges at the 
northern end is really shocking. It swirls 
around in the breeze and then piles up. 

There are old food cartons, bottles and 
other assorted items of rubbish that fly 
off the endless skip lorries driving up 
there. Health and Safety precludes the 
photographer going to make a record 
of this

Next is Westbourne Bridge which is 
also in a sorry state, it's certainly not a 
good advertisement for Westminster. A 
sign on the bridge reads "Welcome to 
Westminster"! 

Somebody needs to take responsibility 
for a major clean-up and, where 
necessary, redecoration of these bridges. 

Westminster City Council should surely 
take a more active role in keeping our 
bridges looking presentable. If they are 
not the body to undertake the work 
then they should surely be in a position 
to apply pressure to those companies 
who own these structures and order 
them to put their collective bridges 
in order. At the moment they are a 
complete disgrace to Bayswater.

CHAIRMAN'S NOTE
When it comes to these bridges our 
understanding is that Westminster 
City Council is responsible for the 
pavements and the carriageways, 
lighting, sweeping (except Ranelagh 
Bridge), graffiti and fly posting. 
However the structures themselves 
are the responsibility of Network Rail.
There's no question that all of the 
bridges shown are in a very sorry 
state and whilst we recognise that 
funding is always limited, we feel 
that repainting and maintenance 
work is long overdue.

"Welcome to Westminster". An image of Westbourne Bridge from our Summer 
2014 issue when we ran an article entitled "Dealing with our shabby local bridges".

Also from 2014 -  Urban Eye's work on Goldborne Bridge in Kensington & Chelsea.

Hampden Bridge. Brand new steps 
but puddles will soon take their toll.

Bridges become a magnet for litter.

Lord Hill's Bridge - Refurbished in 1993.
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Maria Vlotides 
Leinster Terrace, W2

Were I less of a realist, 
I would have been 
pleased on reading 
page 6 in July’s copy of 

The Westminster Reporter, a full-page 
feature on the borough’s #DontBeIdle 
campaign. 
However I found the page and the 
campaign, laughably ridiculous. The 
hash tag is a rather naff addition to 
the campaign slogan in what I can only 
believe is an attempt to demonstrate 
that Westminster Councillors have some 
sort of street cred at best, or knowledge 
of the existence of Twitter at worst. 
The irony is that this campaign only 
demonstrates that our Councillors have 
no understanding of my street, but live on 
a different planet. They invite volunteers 
to become an ‘Air Quality Champion’ 
and to engage and educate the public 
by asking drivers to switch their engines 
off. Have any of the councillors tried this 
approach themselves? 
Whenever I have politely asked a driver 
to switch off their engine – something 
I have been doing for years, and which 
has nothing to do with the council’s 
encouragement or the promise of a 
scout’s badge– I am most often met with 
an aggressive ‘WHY?’ On a bad day, 
the response is ‘DO YOU OWN THE 
STREET?’ and on a very bad day I am 
less met with, more slapped with, a ‘F*** 
OFF. Occasionally I get a ‘YES…. OKAY….’ 
and then, once the driver has slid their 
window back up, they still keep their 
engines on and ignore me. 
I have on a couple of these occasions 
stood there waiting (does the council give 
out medals to Air Quality Champions?) 
and once, I kid you not, the driver actually 
stepped on the gas to fumigate my face. 
I can count with one hand the times that 
the driver has agreed politely to switch 
off their engine (after I explain about the 
carcinogenic nature of their exhaust) and 
then done so.
Perhaps my experience has something to 
do with the fact that I am a woman and 
that, in all theses cases, the driver has 
been a male. However there is far more 
nuance to this problem than this crude 
gender divide might suggest. In half of 
the cases, the drivers are minicab drivers 
(with the odd black taxi cab). 
The ones I come across are not waiting 
for pick-ups: they seem to have a 
cultural inclination to just not switch off 
their engine. 

It is as if to feel that, although stationary, 
they are going somewhere, that they are 
“busy” or “at work” – not idle! 
Maybe it also signals to any passing 
traffic warden that their vehicle is not 
technically “parked”. 
Quite a few drivers around Leinster 
Terrace and Craven Hill Gardens seem 
to spend the nights as well as the days 
in their car. It is rather difficult to wake 
a driver to turn their engine off, but I 
also do not think that our councillors 
expect me to roam my streets between 
midnight and 6am, when engines are on 
for large stretches of time keeping these 
“homeless” drivers warm. 
The other polluting, if you will, aspect 
of this, is their treatment of the street 
as a public urinal, so I wonder how long 
it will take before Westminster start a 
#DontFreePee campaign, encouraging 
volunteers to stop men emptying their 
bladders in the streets.
It is an unfortunate fact that most of 
these drivers originate from countries 
where air pollution is far greater than 
that in London, where problems go far 
deeper than whether one has clean 
air or not, and that leaving rubbish or 
for that matter urine in the street is 
socially acceptable. Are the #DontBeIdle 
volunteers expected to be able to undo 
years of cultural hard-wiring in giving 
drivers knowledge and facts?
But that still leaves another half: and that 
group of drivers, again in my experience, 
consist of builders, tradesmen and 
contractors. 
I may not have to explain to readers of 
SEBRA why this group choose to keep 

their engines idling or are less than polite 
to a passing female pedestrian. Perhaps 
a sociologist would say that the problem 
at the heart of idling engines lies in part 
with a certain form of male machismo, 
the type that views the car or engine as 
an extension of his….ego. Which is why 
switching it off is tricky. 
The hypocrisy of a campaign targeting 
vehicles that are only there because 
Transport for London have more than 
doubled the number of minicab licenses 
over the past two years or because 
London Councils, notably Westminster, 
have granted and encouraged more 
small and large-scale redevelopment 
and building in the past decade than 
I can remember, can’t be lost on our 
Councillors, can it?
Paddington Basin, King’s Cross, Victoria 
– all large scale projects that have 
occurred as part of London’s big building 
boom, or, as I like to think of it, London’s 
blandification – not to mention the 
basement or roof extension or interior 
conversion of every other residence, has 
lined many a pocket at the expense of 
London’s clean air. 
The misfiring of Westminster Council’s 
#DontBeIdle campaign can be summed 
up by the campaign’s adjunctive street 
signage. I wondered how much it cost 
the council to erect the “Switch off 
Engine Reduce Emissions” outside the 
Leinster Arms, at a height at which no 
driver can notice it, even were it not 
concealed by the flower hanging baskets 
that were already there prior to its fixing. 
A completely tokenistic exercise, which 
continues to feed my cynicism towards 
political window dressing.

WESTMINSTER’S IDLING ENGINES CAMPAIGN STINKS

A token exercise? These hanging baskets were in place long before the sign was.
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J.D. Miller  
Lancaster Gate, W2

Being a daily pedestrian user of 
Kensington Gardens with my 
two dogs, I have often heard 
that the park was gifted by 

Queen Caroline as a safe space for 
children and animals to enjoy nature.
While I don’t know how much truth 
there is to the above statement, I do 
know that the safety of my two little 
dogs, as well as every other dog, jogger, 
walker, child, or any other person is 
currently at risk given the volume and 
aggressive nature of cyclists, both on 
private bikes and on TfL Santander bikes, 
using the PEDESTRIAN-ONLY footpaths 
within Kensington Gardens.

Over the four years we have lived in 
Bayswater and used the park, I have 
noticed that both the volume of cyclists 
on our pedestrian-only paths, as well 
as their aggressive attitudes, (not to 
mention the speeds at which they travel), 
seem to be ever-increasing.

My frustration reached a tipping-point 
after the third incident in which I had to 
jump in front of a fast-moving cyclist, 
on a pedestrian-only path, to prevent 
one of my dogs from being run over and 
seriously injured, or worse.

Over the last year, I have been filming 
these acts of illegal cycling and they are 
all posted to a Facebook Group to act as 
a body of evidence that this:
• Is indeed an issue, and
• To show when and where this is 

happening.
The group demonstrates over 500 videos 
and over 780 illegal acts of cycling to 
date, just a small sample of the problem.
You can request to join the Facebook 
Group at the following link:
tinyurl.com/y7mxqtwr

I started the Facebook Group not just as 
a place to host the videos, but also as a 
place where those who want to reclaim 
the safety of our pedestrian-only paths 
can come together as a community, and 
with one organised voice demand that 
those with the authority to do so enact 
the necessary change.
I have had countless conversations in the 
park with other dog owners, with parents 
of small children, with joggers and with 
the elderly. I have become convinced 

that there are hundreds, if not thousands 
of pedestrian users of our beautiful park 
who have had more than enough of 
having to look over their shoulder every 
few moments for a bike speeding up 
behind them. 

Reports of having to dodge fast-moving 
cyclists are commonplace, as are tales 
of encounters with Santander cyclists 
furiously ringing their bells at pedestrians 
expecting them to move out of the way, 
on a pedestrian only footpath…!

The police that patrol the park want to 
put a stop to this, but their resources are 
severely limited and, let’s be honest, they 
have bigger problems to deal with. Until 
somebody is seriously hurt or worse, 
the necessary resources will not be put 
towards this problem.

I want to ensure it doesn’t come to 
that, and I need your help to do so. Join 
us on the Facebook Group, become 
part of the community determined to 
make a change and let’s reclaim the 
footpaths of our park for the safety and 
enjoyment of all!

DANGER FROM CYCLISTS ON PARK'S PEDESTRIAN FOOTPATHS
CHAIRMAN'S COMMENT:
This edition's "Star Letter" on page 114 suggests that SEBRA 
might not be as supportive of cyclists and cycle lanes as 
we should be. The author makes a fair point and whilst we 
endeavour to take a balanced view on all subjects, we shall 

pay particular attention to the subject in future editions of 
SEBRA NEWS W2. Where problems exist though it is quite 
reasonable to highlight them and this article from J.D. Miller 
raises very real concerns about the behaviour of a minority 
of cyclists in our Royal Parks.

Another example of signage. 
The rules couldn't be clearer.

Two cyclists on Santander bikes, riding illegally and approaching 
two dogs on the pedestrian only Lancaster Walk.

Police officers confront an offender.
The Lancaster Gate entrance to 

Kensington Gardens.

1: A-Board 
2: New square in pavement 
3: Sign on pole 
4: Painted sign on pavement 
5: Painted sign on pavement
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Around 1:00pm on 8 October, 
Jillian Dart and I (we are 
neighbours in Gloucester 
Terrace), noticed a large white 

van parked across the pavement outside 
66 Gloucester Terrace. 

It completely blocked the pavement 
forcing pedestrians into the road to get 
round it.
The operators told Jillian that they could 
not get their van into the parking space 
so had to position it this way. 
I started taking photos on my phone 
and  they further stated to me that they 
would only be there for 10 minutes.

I remonstrated with them for about 15 
minutes, having observed several groups 
of pedestrians walk in the road to avoid 
the obstruction. The operators argument 
was that it would have been dangerous 
for them to have parked their large van 
on the other side and carry the items 
cross the road. The road was moderately 
busy at the time.
I checked the nearby parking notice and 
observed that there was no dispensation 
for their actions (as is often arranged for 
such removals).  
They later moved it two car spaces away 
(on the single yellow line) and parked 
comfortably where they continued 
loading boxes and household items.

Concerns are: safety of pedestrians; the 
possibility of cracking of the newly laid 
paving stones due to the weight of a 
large vehicle and of course damage to 
the vaults below.
At the time of drafting this email (almost 
three hours later) the vehicle is still there.

Dave Barrett
Gloucester Terrace, W2

THE DANGERS OF VANS BLOCKING PAVEMENTS

We, the residents of 
Westminster, suffer 
from many kinds of 
pollution and they have 

all been getting worse, despite years 
of complaints to the Government, the 
Mayor of London and WCC. 
It is now agreed that demolition/
construction dust, especially when 
combined with rubber tyre particles, 
is particularly toxic and a major killer. 
Over the past ten years we have been 
subjected, with the Council's approval, to 
record levels of both.
Then there is the cheating auto industry's 
high dioxin outputs - also way above 
EU maximum limits (leaving the EU is 
not the answer). Thousands of us are 
dying prematurely from these and our 
children's lives are being damaged. Yet 
nothing effective has been done to 
reduce the levels, which are consistently 
understated and lied about by those 
responsible for producing the pollution, 
and those in authority who are supposed 
to control them. There are not even 
pollution warning signs in our streets to 

warn vulnerable pedestrians of the worst 
danger spikes and precise levels.
There are also other forms of pollution 
and endangerment that are not being 
adequately controlled.
Noise is one, both from the construction 
hammers and vehicles. There is the 
growing fashion for loud cars and 
motorcycles, seemingly unregulated and 
a regular problem around here. Then 
there is a well known delivery company, 
where the motorcycles seem to have 
no silencers. If Uber can be controlled 
by threatening to shut them down, so 
should Deliveroo.
Then there is silent traffic pollution, of 
bicycles without bells and electric cars with 
no audio warning. Both can and do kill.
There is the pollution of toxic materials 
used in construction and cladding 
insulation. So many approved in the past, 
through ignorance (i.e. effects of damp on 
certain insulating materials making them 
burn at higher temperatures). How many 
future dangers are being permitted in new 
constructions, like those in Paddington?

There is also the pollution of disturbing 
water tables and foundations through 
major construction projects like Crossrail, 
as well as unsociable neighbours 
excavating sub-basement palaces.

There is the pollution of developers 
stealing light and skyspace from 
neighbours. I live under the red lights 
of 13 tall cranes, which hang above the 
Paddington "Opportunity" Area and 
Crossrail. POA may be an opportunity 
for a few, but it destroys the skyline for 
many and brings yet more commuters 
and congestion into our area. That too 
is pollution, in an area that is already 
overcrowded.

Then, there is the ultimate pollution, 
where a few people making fortunes for 
themselves, are allowed to destroy local 
communities, and convert our human 
scale, tree-lined, local neighbourhoods 
into some kind of glass tower block 
dystopia. That one pollutes the soul as 
well as the body.

Edmund Horby
Westbourne Terrace, W2

POLLUTION - TAKING MANY FORMS IN WESTMINSTER
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We are once again facing an 
att ack on Bayswater, to 
be precise this ti me, on 
Queensway.

There is a plan for another proposed 
development, this ti me opposite 
Whiteleys, where shortly an applicati on 
will be submitt ed by the developer to 
Westminster Planning Department aft er 
the public consultati on. 
The block from the temporary home 
of the Paddington Children’s Library 
to Boots will be demolished and in its 
place there is a proposed six storey 
block of “aff ordable” fl ats with spaces 
for new shops and restaurants on the 
ground fl oor. The fl ats will apparently be 
aff ordable - for whom one wonders.
This will destroy a large piece of “High 
Street” from our area with very litt le 
consultati on with the residents. As in 
most of these cases, it will not be unti l 
the bulldozers move in and the high 
barriers erected that most people know 
that anything is going on. I have talked 
to several neighbours who have heard 
nothing of the proposal or consultati on.
This means that useful shops for the 
elderly and those who are not big earners 
will lose several charity shops, Tescos, 
Superdrug, Boots, Specsavers and most 
importantly for all of us the Post Offi  ce 
and Royal Mail customer services counter.
If the Post Offi  ce goes that means that 
the ones nearest to us will be in Notti  ng 
Hill Gate and Praed Street, certainly 
for the durati on of the building works 
and with no assurance that they will be 
renti ng one of the new units that will be 
on off er at the end of the constructi on.

This att ack on Queensway (apart from 
the scheme for Whiteleys) is the fi rst 
part of Councillor Robert Davis’ plan 
to make Queensway into a second 
Marylebone High Street. This was aired 
when he was sti ll Cabinet Member for 
Built Environment.
Councillor Davis announced he was 
determined to get rid of the tourist 
shops, the cheaper restaurants and small 
food shops that are visited by tourists 
and locals alike and to presumably 
invite, in his current capacity as Cabinet 
Member for Business, Culture and 
Heritage, the “Designer Labels” to come 
in and take leases on the new and more 
expensive units.  
Under his plan, at the top of Queensway 
there will be (at some point in the 
near future) the "Bulbous Blockhouse", 
planning permission for which was 
rushed through despite objecti ons by 
local Councillor Andrew Smith, The Royal 
Parks, Historic England, Victorian Society, 
SEBRA, Bayswater Residents' Associati on, 
local residents and many others, all of 
whom said that the design is ugly and not 
appropriate for that site.
Where Bayswater Road is crossed ready 
for entry into Kensington Gardens, 
Councillor Davis has said that he wishes

to put in a glorious new gate entrance 
into the Park. Whether this plan is sti ll to 
be implemented remains to be seen.

However, Bayswater is not Marylebone, 
and the demographic is totally diff erent, 
and the architecture of the northern 
part of Queensway, opposite Whiteleys, 
is not inspiring. Do we residents really 
need to have such a huge demoliti on 
and building site alongside the four years 
reconstructi on of Whiteleys?

Refurbishment could surely improve 
the look and save money. The traffi  c 
confusion on this very busy route, the 
noise, the constructi on lorries, the 
polluti on that will be with us for years.

We are a busy area for tourists, visiti ng, 
and staying in our many small hotels 
– what visitor in his or her right mind 
would want to come and lodge, eat 
or buy goods in a building site? The 
remaining businesses are bound to be 
aff ected. Or is this yet another way of 
pushing the visitors to go elsewhere 
making Queensway into a retail desert 
instead of a thriving, busy and somewhat 
raffi  sh area which has always had its own 
vibrant life.

THE NEXT ATTACK ON BAYSWATER? - "QUEENSWAY PARADE"
Nicky Hessenberg
Westbourne Park Villas, W2

Looking for a stylish, quiet and professional space for your meeting? 
Starting from £125, the ISM can offer you the perfect space in  
the heart of Bayswater.
Seats up to 16 people boardroom style or 25 theatre style. WiFi, 
large plasma screen, PC, and free tea and coffee included in the 
hire price. Five minutes’ walk from Queensway and Bayswater tube 
stations. Available for hire on weekdays except public holidays and 
other closures.  
For more information and to make your booking, please contact  
Stephanie Collier |  T: 020 7313 9321  |  E: roombooking@ism.org 

Meeting room for hire in Bayswater

Queensway - About to be att acked?
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Councillor Adam Hug
Westbourne Ward 
Leader of the Labour Group

Thanks to the good work of this 
magazine and organisation, 
SEBRA members are perhaps 
the best informed residents 

in Westminster about the planning 
decisions which may have an impact on 
their lives. 
Not everyone in our City however is as 
fortunate, as Westminster Council does 
all it can to shut residents out of the 
planning process.
Westminster remains one of the few 
planning authorities in the country which 
does not find some way for residents to 
speak at planning committee meetings. 
It should not be complicated or 
problematic to allow this- the Council’s 
licensing function has allowed residents 
to voice their concerns at meetings for 
years. Clearly they are uncomfortable 
with residents potentially disrupting the 
cosy relationship with developers the 
Conservative Council has cultivated over 
the years.
Now the Council are proposing going 
even further in trying to shut residents 
out of the process. As part of their 
current round of budget cuts the Council 

is now proposing to end the practice of 
sending out planning notification letters 
to residents.  Until now many residents 
have complained to me and my Labour 
colleagues that the council doesn’t send 
out enough letters about major planning 
schemes, only contacting those in close 
proximity to the site of the application. 
The idea of scrapping the letters entirely 
seems likely to cut many people out of 
the process completely. A new digital 
system will be great for more active 
residents, including many SEBRA 
members, but it shouldn’t come at the 
expense of ensuring all residents are 
properly informed.  Particularly in areas 
such as Bayswater and Lancaster Gate 
with a reasonably high turnover of 
population, lots of people will not even 
think to sign up for online notifications, 
while the system will also disadvantage 
the elderly and those unable to afford 
internet access. The council plans to save 
£100,000 year through this change but 
cutting people out of the loop like this is 
a false economy.
As readers will know, there is often quite 
a lot Westminster Council doesn’t want 
its residents to know about. Despite 
the debacle over the Paddington Pole 
(now Cube), West End Green and other 
controversial new ‘Tower’ planning 

applications, Westminster is ploughing 
ahead with its plans to radically open 
up new areas of our City to ‘significantly 
taller buildings’. Just one of the dubious 
ideas will be forming major proposed 
revisions of the City Plan coming forward 
over the next few months.

Westminster needs to change and 
it deserves a Council that listens to 
it's residents- something that can be 
achieved with your help next May. 

FAKE NEWS? - WESTMINSTER PLANS TO CUT RESIDENTS OUT OF THE LOOP

Sophie Massey-Cook 
Bark Place, W2

Readers may remember the article 
I wrote in SEBRA NEWS W2 
Spring 2016 issue “Gagging the 
residents”. 

Westminster is one of only three councils 
in the UK which does not allow residents 
to speak at planning committee. The 
excuse is that their planning committees 
are “the busiest in the world”. It is 
precisely this volume of applications - 
itself a direct result of the profits to be 
made from development - which makes 
it imperative that residents have a say in 
deciding the considerable changes which 
are proposed in their area. 
The inconvenient truth of the Paddington 
Pole debacle is that when the public were 

fully informed, they really, really, did not 
like what their elected representatives 
were considering.  The public wrote 
hundreds of articulate and well-argued 
objections. The joint statement of 
withdrawal issued by Westminster 
Council and the developer proved that 
ultimately Westminster is dependent on 
public support.  
I was dismayed to read the recent Labour 
Group press release which warned of 
Westminster Council’s plans to stop 
informing residents by letter when 
planning applications are submitted 
for neighbouring properties. It appears 
that Westminster Council now consider 
residents’ opinions so immaterial that 
they have decided to no longer to solicit 
comments from them at all.

Why should the views of residents carry 
so little weight?
In this real-life game of Monopoly 
the mismatch between the influence 
of powerful developers and ordinary 
residents is ever-more acute.
Discussions between developers and 
Councillors can create strong alliances, 
obligations and possible loyalties to 
override what should be obligations and 
loyalties to the electorate. Although many 
Councillors work hard for the community, 
there is a danger that a few may become 
informal emissaries for the property 
industry.
Ahead of the council elections in 2018, 
voters need to be sure which Ward 
Councillors are acting in the interests of 
residents.

AN UNCOMFORTABLE TRUTH

CHAIRMAN'S RESPONSE
We agree that any such change, to cease notifying 
neighbours by letter, would damage local democracy. 
People have a right to know and alternatives such as email 

notification (which only go to those pre-registered) or street 
notices would often fail to reach those directly affected. 
SEBRA values the feedback it gets from the neighbours who 
are notified of planning applications.
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Local Resident 
Princess Court, Queensway, W2

My wife and I live at Princess 
Court on Queensway, the 
residential block impacted 
by the inexplicable grant of 

an A5 planning status of 54 Queensway. 
On behalf of the community and residents 
at Princess Court, we plead for your help 
in appealing this decision which would 
worsen the quality of our lives and bring 
no benefits to local residents. 

A number of us submitted public 
objections, just as you did, to the 
switch from A3 (restaurant use) to A5 
(hot food/takeaway) category. We are 
very concerned about the expected 
noise pollution late at night which A5 
establishments can cause and attract. We 
have already had a lengthy engagement 
with the neighbouring Sainsbury's Local 
store, which for a long period blatantly 
disregarded their license conditions and 
carried out loud deliveries after 11:00pm. 

Now we are faced with the possibility of 
a new establishment which would target 
late night customers, with little to no 
regard for the local community, rules, or 
impact on the environment.
What puzzles our community, is how 
exactly another A5 establishment 
would contribute to the delivery of 
the Queensway development and 
regeneration plan?
We are happy to support any appeal 
process available and look forward to 
hearing from you.

SEBRA'S RESPONSE

We share your concern 
and were shocked 
and very disappointed 
that the planning 

committee (chaired by Councillor 
Melvyn Caplan) granted planning 
consent for change of use of 54 
Queensway from A3 (Restaurant Use) 
to A5 (Hot Food Take-Away) for use 
by Kentucky Fried Chicken (KFC).
This permission was granted despite 
objections from SEBRA, residents 
living opposite in Princess Court and 
two Lancaster Gate Ward councillors 
- Susie Burbridge and Andrew Smith. 
Councillor Burbridge also addressed the 

committee on the night voicing strong 
concerns to the change of use.
We cannot appeal this planning 
decision, unlike the rules governing 
Premises Licences. However, we 
understand there will be no sale of 
alcohol on the premises (but we agree 
that people who have been drinking 
will likely use premises). Conditions on 
the planning consent granted are for 
the premises to close at 23.00 and KFC 
cannot make use of a delivery service 
such as Deliveroo.
We have serious concerns on anti-
social behaviour, litter, noisy groups 
gathering outside etc. We will be very 
carefully monitoring KFC's operation 
when it opens.

On the question of the problem with 
Sainsbury's I need more details before 
I can pursue the matter - possibly by 
instigating a 'review' of the premises 
licence if conditions on deliveries etc. 
are not being adhered to.

John Zamit
SEBRA Chairman

WORRIES ABOUT PLANNING CATEGORY SWITCH

Steve Brook
Carroll House, Craven Terrace, W2

I wonder if SEBRA might take up the 
case of the former Averard Hotel in 
Craven Terrace/Lancaster Gate.
The hotel has been empty for 8 years 

or more and is in a truly dilapidated state.
From time to time the owner, who I 
understand lives in China, patches up a 
defect cheaply but the building fabric is 
deteriorating before our eyes.

It is a fine old building and a tragedy that it 
is being allowed to fall into ruin. 
The owner keeps putting in planning 
consents, one year a hotel, one year flats, 
and between them and Westminster's 
conditions nothing is agreed or happens. 
Hopefully SEBRA promoting action will 
wake Westminster Council up and get 
some enforced action in place. 
As a resident of nearby Carroll House I 
have to look at this eyesore every morning.

RESPONSE FROM PLANNING 
ENFORCEMENT WCC
Thank you for your email. The contents 
have been noted. I am the Planning 
Enforcement Officer currently dealing 
with 10-11 Lancaster Gate W2.
I can confirm that a Section 215 Notice 
was issued in March 2017 which 
requires works to be carried out to 
the front and side elevations of the 
property to improve its appearance. 
Unfortunately the planning legislation 
does not provide us with the power to 
have the property re-occupied. 

This can only be done through the 
application process. The Notice took 
effect on 4 May 2017 and I have been 
monitoring the property whilst the 
works are being carried out.
I visited the property on 6 September 
when I noted that the works to the front 
elevation have now been completed 
to a high standard. Works to the side 
elevation are currently taking place.
I hope that this information is of use.

Richard Smith
Senior Planning Officer
Planning Enforcement Team

AVERARD HOTEL, 10-11 LANCASTER GATE - "A TRULY DILAPIDATED STATE"

Present tenant "tuk tuk" is moving on.
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Never let it be said that we don't cover a wide range of topics in "Around Bayswater", and this ti me we 
feature subjects as diverse as The Good Funeral Awards, a double-page spread about Bayswater on 
screen, a rogue landlord and Recycling Champions. So if you've ever fancied seeing your words in print 
and can send us an arti cle with a local fl avour, it's ti me to get writi ng.

WESTBOURNE PARK BAPTIST CHURCH - PROGRESS AND A CORRECTION

Those living in and around 
Westbourne Park Villas will 
have seen the new Bapti st 
Church constructi on work 

taking place. The project is running a 
behind schedule though and as a result 
the Children's Library will be staying in 
Queensway for another year.

There's a small correcti on for us to 
make though. We reported on the 
regenerati on of Westbourne Park Villas 
in the last issue but showed an incorrect 
arti st's impression. 
The image shown below is the correct 
one and we're all looking forward to 
seeing the completed building.

Constructi on of the new Bapti st 
Church at Westbourne Park Villas.

Around Bayswater
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On first impressions Bayswater 
might look like a transient 
area especially in summer 
when streams of tourists 

arrive, pulling flotillas of suitcases 
through the streets.
But tucked away behind the busy 
thoroughfares are garden squares and 
mews which give the neighbourhood a 
special character, not just architecturally 
but in creating communities. One of 
these is Leinster Mews, a stone’s throw 
from Kensington Gardens. 

Residents have come and gone over 
the years and some of the houses have 
been rebuilt but one thing that remains 
is the strong community spirit, which is 
at its best at the summer street party 
each year.

This year was no exception. The planning 
for the June event starts early when a 
date is fixed, and an organising team set 
up to cover tasks from procuring tables 
to putting up bunting.  

The one thing beyond planning is the 
weather but we needn’t have worried as 
this year the sun shone. The long trestle 
tables covered in white tablecloths, 
flowers and colourful plates of food, 
brought by everyone, is a beautiful sight. 
Like many parts of London, Leinster 
Mews has an international mix of people 
so the dishes range from Mexican, 
American, German, French, Swiss, 
Spanish and Italian to New Zealand and 
British. Tasting different specialities is 
part of the fun. 
The sheer joy of getting together with 
familiar and new neighbours is amazing. 

Some, who have moved back to their 
home country return for the mews party. 
Gail, our senior resident, presided over 
her “American” table of friends and 
family, and cut the cake.
Children and adults, alike, love playing 
the Piñata, a Mexican game in which a 
blindfolded person attempts to break 
open an object stuffed with gifts and 
sweets with a stick. Face painting 
was in great demand too with a long 
line of youngsters queuing for the 
professional artist.

Francisco, our Spanish neighbour, 
entertained everyone with his guitar 
and this year Duff, who grew up in the 
mews, made a special tribute to Gloria, 
Francisco’s wife who sadly passed away 
earlier this year.
In a year that has been marked by sad 
events and horrific terrorist attacks in 
London, it seems that the spirit of getting 
together, solidarity and looking out for 
each other is more important than ever.

THE LEINSTER MEWS SUMMER PARTY - 17 JUNE 2017
Ruth Sullivan
Leinster Mews, W2

Leinster Mews on 17 June 2017 - Ready for the party to begin.
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Jack Gordon
A personal profile by Julian Hale

It is hard to know where to start 
with Jack Gordon. He has packed in 
so many lives since he was born in 
blitz-prone Paddington in 1943. 

The only child of first-generation 
Jewish immigrants seeking shelter in 
East London from Russian pogroms, 
he carved out a path through life that 
has had many twists and turns. He 
was - and still is - a rebel with many 
causes - a prominent local agitator and 
campaigner.

Jack’s father was always a distant figure 
– a bookies’ runner turned postman. 
His mother, a milliner, was already forty 
when she produced Jack, her only child. 
They lived in modest circumstances – 
unlike his uncle on the paternal side, the 
enterprising, gay and generous Uncle 
Alexander. Jack remembers how “I was 
so unruly – I used to get locked up in 
a cupboard.” His one ambition was to 
escape the confines of the straightened 
circumstances of his early years.

After Hampden Gurney School and a 
time doing Hebrew classes in Soho, his 
first teenage years were spent in the 
more swanky Hasmonean High School 
in Hendon (motto: “Don’t call them 
your children, rather your builders”). 
His schoolmates were mostly rich kids 
from Orthodox families who wore 
“tailored uniforms – some in bespoke 
salmon pink instead of the regulation 
burgundy”. Jack was more sporty than 
academic, though he enjoyed English 
and all the arts subjects as well as 
cricket and football - his favourite 
pastime, however, was haunting the 
bars and clubs of Soho.

Yet he did his barmitzvah at thirteen 
and his Jewish identity – more than 
religious Judaism – was then and is still 
an important part of his “orbit”.  Uncle 
Alexander spoke Yiddish at home and 
Jack still feels a close relationship 
with the “Yiddishkeit” that he has now 
“re-embraced”.  “I marvel at the Jewish 
people’s capacity to keep going against 
a background of persistent persecution,” 
he tells me.

We are ensconced in a corner of the 
Frontline Club, just off Praed Street. 
The club is a haven for journalists and 
writers, and Jack feels at home here 
in its panelled room full of flickering 
laptops and a Renoir-like bar glittering 
along one wall. 
We talk of his first adventures into the 
world of work and what he calls “radical 
community action” – a double strand 
that has defined his adult life. Having 
left school at sixteen, he started in an 
insurance company in Mayfair, doing 
pretty menial work and hating it.
He saw more opportunities when he got a 
job in a prestigious advertising company, 
Coleman Prentis and Varley. Here he 
worked his way up from dispatch to 
production to the art department.

The sixties had arrived and Jack realised 
he was at the cutting edge of the social 
revolution that was overtaking London. 
He was among the original “hippies”, 
living the glamorous technicolour life of 
an advertising man. 
He had several years being an 
entrepreneur, creating one of the 
fastest-growing small advertising 
agencies in London, which was then 
taken over by a much bigger marketing 
company and in which Jack worked 
as a director. Now, again, he runs his 
own public affairs consultancy, Silver 
Hammer.
At the same time he was active – I 
might even say hyper-active – in 
politics, both national and local. In 
Notting Hill, at a time when whole 

A familiar image in more ways than one. 
Julian Hale describes Jack as "an unruly youngster".
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streets were no-go areas for the white and 
unwary, and round the corner Rachman was 
plying his notorious trade – Jack teamed up 
with some wild left-wing activists, including 
the hard-drinking political rowdy Pat Smythe 
(definitely not the famous showjumper). 
He remembers putting up huge subversive 
posters at the top of Portobello Road with 
such Blakean slogans as “The Tigers of Wrath 
are Wiser than the Horses of Instruction” or 
the oddly subversive “Princess Anne is Already 
Married to Valerie Singleton”… which certainly 
dates it to a long-gone time in social history. 

On a more serious note Jack stood for the 
GLC, though he turned down an Aldermanship, 
preferring to be elected rather than an 
appointed functionary. He was briefly an 
adviser to Jim Callaghan, helped in the 
founding of the Social Democrat Party and 
worked for Shirley Williams. And in Notting 
Hill, as part of his radical community action, 
he was instrumental in introducing the Carnival, setting up 
the first adventure playground (in Acklam Road) and the first 
Neighbourhood Council. 

Meanwhile he had met a pretty teenager who was working 
for a charity he had business dealings with. After more than a 
decade they married (in 1975) and had three children, two girls 
and a boy – Bryony, Naomi and Rufus. Although the couple 
separated, they are still a close family. The children all work in 
various branches of journalism (and indeed the ex has been a 
columnist in several newspapers including the defunct Today 
and the Mail on Sunday).

When he was eighteen months old Jack had a serious illness. 
The rabbi was called in and, as was the custom, gave the child 
a Jewish name. It was Alter – meaning “old”. Now it fits Jack 
more accurately, though “old” does not imply “retired”. Far 
from it. The unruly youngster is still channelling his formidable 
energy into multiple causes and tasks. He now runs his 
public affairs business full time, working for the big American 
company, New Balance, which, suitably, makes running shoes. 
Jack cycles all round London. He trains hard by boxing and 
skipping. He campaigns. He lives by himself in the Brunel 
Estate but still has to find time to be alone. Jack Gordon is a 
very active man in our community.

Jack working for marketing agency "Dempsey & Co"  
in Adam and Eve Mews, Kensington in the mid 1980's.
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Our regular update from The Royal Parks once again covers a good range of topics. We feature pieces 
about a giant snail caravan and Brompton Cemetery, notes about the Swedish Midsummer and Food 
Festi val events and another two-page spread from The Serpenti ne Galleries. We begin though with 
news and pictures covering the visit of His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales at the launch of the new 
Royal Parks Charity.

The Royal Parks

One of the UK’s largest 
conservati on chariti es to be 
launched in recent years was 
unveiled today by its new 

patron, His Royal Highness The Prince 
of Wales.
During a visit to London’s Hyde Park, the 
Prince formally launched The Royal Parks 
charity, which supports and manages 
5,000 acres of Royal Parks stretching 
from Greenwich Park in the east to 
Bushy Park in the west.

As part of his visit to the iconic central 
London park, the Prince saw the charity’s 
£5million fl agship nursery project. 
The football pitch-sized glasshouse 
- currently under constructi on - will 
provide about 98 per cent of the 
500,000 plants and shrubs needed 
across the capital’s eight Royal Parks. It 
also boasts a Wimbledon-style, climate 
controlled roof - the largest producti on 
greenhouse in the UK to use this 
innovati ve technology.

The Prince also got to learn more about 
eff orts by The Royal Parks to tackle 
diseases among its 170,000 trees, 
visit a giant story-telling snail as part 
of its £600,000 Mission: Invertebrate 
programme and ride a carriage pulled 
by two of the park's oldest shire horses, 
which usually provide educati on courses 
and manage grass and bracken.
During a launch recepti on with 
staff , volunteers and apprenti ces, 
the Prince shared fond memories of 
visiti ng Richmond Park with his great 
grandmother, Queen Mary, and paid 
tribute to the “unsung and unseen” staff  
who look aft er London’s parks. 
He said: “The parks I remember 
as a very small child, being taken 
around Richmond Park with my great 
grandmother Queen Mary in her 
wonderful old, upright green Daimler. 
As a result, those parks, in parti cular 
Richmond Park, are imprinted on my 
childhood memory in a very special way, 
which is why I have always felt that 
children should have the opportunity to 
experience parks at a young age. 
“Today I want to pay special tribute to 
all those who make these parks what 
they are. To all the marvellous staff  who 

HRH THE PRINCE OF WALES LAUNCHES NEW ROYAL PARKS CHARITY

His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales, accompanied by Loyd Grossman CBE,
unveils a plaque to launch the new Royal Parks Charity.
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KENSINGTON GARDENS UPDATE

As noted in my previous update 
visitors to Kensington Gardens 
will see further landscape 
changes occurring this autumn 

and winter. 
The Assistant Park Manager, Theresa 
Short, will be overseeing new planting to 
mirror that which is established around 
the new kiosk planted earlier this year. 
Additionally we are altering the alignment 
of the gates at the eastern end of the 
South Flower Walk onto Lancaster Walk. 
We have been exploring volunteering 
opportunities with the Friends of Hyde 
Park and Kensington Gardens with the 
prospect of directly involving members 
of the Friends as park volunteers to 
assist our gardens team in maintaining 
this important horticultural feature. 
We are progressing with a range of 
park-led improvement projects including 
further tree-planting, improving access 
to the Peter Pan statue and undertaking 
detailed design works for internal 
playground refurbishment at the Diana, 
Princess of Wales’ Memorial Playground.  
We will be planting lime and London 
plane trees along Lancaster Walk 
south of the Physical Energy statue 
to complete the gap planting that 
commenced the previous winter. 

Establishment of the previous year trees 
has been good despite some hot and dry 
spells of weather with all newly planted 
trees requiring significant hand-watering 
at times by our gardening team. 
With Peter Pan we are delivering against 
our management plan to provide full 
accessibility to the statue and restore 
much of the shrubbery and adjacent 
planting as this has become somewhat 
‘blown out’.  We are currently at the 
concept stage. The statue is Grade II 
listed and we will be reviewing options 
with WCC and Historic England to 
secure Listed Building Consent.

I am pleased to have been supported 
with further internal funding to maintain 
momentum on ‘future-proofing’ 
the Diana Memorial Playground. 
Having assessed play quality and play 
equipment condition, and recognising 
the intensity of use (we will welcome 
1.2million visitors this year), we are now 
undertaking detailed design.

We will not be changing the spirit 
of the playground but this work will 
allow us to consider improvements to 
enrich children through explorative and 
imaginative play.

South Flower Walk – new planting undertaken in Spring 2017.

Andy Williams - Parks Manager

do all the hard work; grow all the plants; 
look after this new, swish, all singing, all 
dancing nursery, and of course all the 
volunteers and special people who give 
up their precious time to do so many of 
the tasks that are absolutely essential. 
All these people are so often unsung and 
unseen, and they do matter hugely.  
A huge thank you, also, to the police who 
help keep the show on the road.”
The new charity’s Chairman, lifelong arts 
and heritage enthusiast Loyd Grossman 
CBE, described how he was committed 
to ensuring the Royal Parks remain the 
finest parks in the world.
He also welcomed HRH The Prince of 
Wales as the charity’s patron, saying: 
"We are absolutely determined that 
these parks will always remain the best 
parks in the world for future generations. 
We are extraordinarily grateful to the 
Prince of Wales for becoming our first 
patron, and also for his tremendous 
knowledge and understanding of what 
we do, and we are thrilled, delighted and 
honoured that he is today launching our 
new charity.
“Nearly 600 years worth of history 
inspires us, and brings us so much joy; 
so much pleasure; such an enrichment 

of life for the 77 million people who 
visit these parks every year. They are 
also one of the things which contribute 
immeasurably to the distinctiveness of 
London, which is the greatest city in the 
world, and to the attractiveness of life in 
our wonderful country.”
Previously the parks had been managed 
by an agency of the Department for 
Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (The 
Royal Parks Agency) with fundraising 
and some education undertaken by the 

Royal Parks Foundation (RPF). Now, the 
two organisations have joined forces to 
bring together the best of fundraising, 
education and park management.
Becoming a new charity will allow the 
parks to be managed more efficiently, 
and allow the charity to plan further 
into the future rather than on a year-by-
year basis. It will also put the parks in a 
stronger position to attract corporate 
sponsors, private donors, charitable 
trusts and volunteers.

The Prince and Loyd Grossman CBE arrive for the charity launch.
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This winter will see some further 
work to safeguard our veteran trees 
in line with recommendations from 
our recent veteran tree survey. Some 
further controls to restrict foot-fall and 
compaction around the rootzone of our 
most important and vulnerable trees 
through, for example, additional scrub 
planting will be required. 
The Royal Parks together with The Royal 
Parks Guild received funding earlier this 
year from the National Lottery through 
the English Heritage Fund to run a 
project titled The Royal Parks in the First 
World War.  
The project is exploring the role that the 
Royal Parks and its staff played during 
WWI. The first participative element 
of this cross-park project involved 
building a wartime trench on Buck 
Hill replicating the same trenches that 
would have been built here 100 years 
ago when the site was home to the 
wartime Camouflage School. 
This immersive event was brought 
to life by members of the 10th Essex 
Living History Regiment who lead 
interactive tours giving groups a unique 
glimpse of how the army slept, ate and 
engaged the enemy during the Battle 
of the Somme. In addition visitors 
were able to find out how allotments, 
introduced into Kensington Gardens 
during WWII supported novice 
gardeners in growing their own as part 
of the Dig for Victory campaign. 
We received over 1000 visitors to 
the trenches in the two week period 
including children from twelve school 
groups and seven community groups. 
The full project continues to deliver 
activities until 2019. 

BRONZE OAK GROVE
We are extending the temporary ‘Bronze 
Oak Grove’ installation by artists Rob 
and Nick Carter within the North Flower 
Walk for a further two months with the 
provision of additional educational walks 
and talks.

During the summer family story-telling 
sessions and a new tree walk facilitated 

by one of our tree officers were very well 
attended. The installation has been well 
received by many members of public.
Readers may wish to note that all 
forthcoming guided walks and events are 
publicised on the following Royal Parks 
web page (see links "web links" panel). 

MISSION: INVERTEBRATE 
PROGRAMME
We have been extremely busy 
supporting the successful delivery of the 
Park's Mission: Invertebrate programme. 

Having received significant funding 
from the Peoples Postcode Lottery 
(PPL) for 2017 we were able to secure 
funds to develop a range of activities at 
Kensington that focused on grassland 
invertebrates. 
Two family activity days were delivered 
with our Giant Snail caravan where 
participants took part in bug and 
scavenger hunts and craft activities 
around the theme of pollination.  
We commissioned two scientific surveys: 
firstly a general pollinator survey (June – 
September) and a shorter survey (July – 
September) where we sought to identify 
grasshoppers and crickets (orthoptera 
species) on Buck Hill. 
The latter survey is forming part of a 
condition assessment of the area. We 
are currently developing plans to extend 
the area of heather near the Albert 
Memorial, translocating cuttings from 
plants on Wimbledon Common. 
This winter we will also be improving 
the 24 gabian planters in the pools 
at the Italian Gardens to ensure plant 
establishment, improving water quality and 
the habitat for water-based invertebrates. 
PPL have confirmed continued funding 
of Mission: Invertebrate for 2018 and 
the park management team are working 
closely with our ecologists to develop 
further plans. 

BROMPTON CEMETERY
I would urge SEBRA members and 
readers to consider a visit to Brompton 
Cemetery. Guided walks are run by the 
Friends. (See web links). The HLF and 

Big Lottery funded restoration work 
continues with an expected end date 
of mid-December 2017 for building 
works. Scaffolding is beginning to be 
removed from the Chapel revealing the 
fully restored dome now refitted with 
new lead and glasswork. Our landscape 
maintenance contractors have moved 
into their new on-site accommodation. 
Refurbishment of the North Lodge to 
create a visitor centre, cafe and offices 
for the Friends of Brompton Cemetery 
nears completion. 

Restoration of ten listed monuments is 
underway and a landscaping contract has 
been let to improve horticultural interest.  
Landscape changes include a renovation 
of the Garden of Remembrance focusing 
on plants introduced by the Victorian 
plant hunter and former curator of the 
Chelsea Physic Garden, Robert Fortune, 
who is buried within the cemetery. 

Our apprentice gardeners will be actively 
involved with the garden restoration.

Bronze Oak Grove at the 
North Flower Walk.

Mission Invertebrate 
The ‘Snail’ caravan.

The Chapel under restoration at 
Brompton Cemetery. The restored lead 
roof emerging from under its scaffold.

WEB LINKS:
The First World War:
www.royalparks.org.uk/get-involved/
the-royal-parks-in-world-war-i
Bronze Oak Grove:
www.royalparks.org.uk/parks/
kensington-gardens/things-to-see-
and-do/bronze-oak-grove
Upcoming Events:
www.royalparks.org.uk/whats-on/
upcoming-events
Brompton Cemetery:
www.brompton-cemetery.org.uk
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Serpentine Galleries
The Serpentine Galleries in 

Kensington Gardens aim to 
inspire the widest audiences 
with the urgency of 

contemporary art and architecture – and 
this summer has been a case in point. 
Not only did artist Grayson Perry deliver 
on his promise of presenting The Most 
Popular Art Exhibition Ever! but architect 
Francis Kéré’s Pavilion welcomed a 
record number of visitors into its tree-
inspired shade. “The building the world 
needs right now” – as it was described 
in the press – has remained open for an 
extra six weeks due to demand but now 
is your last chance to see it as it closes 
on 19 November.
In the galleries themselves, this 
autumn sees a return to the medium 
of painting, with American artist Wade 

Guyton exhibiting at the Serpentine 
Gallery, and from 30 November, the 
Royal Academician Rose Wylie at the 
Serpentine Sackler Gallery.

In the words of Serpentine artistic 
director Hans Ulrich Obrist, Wade 

Guyton is “a truly 21st century painter”, 
despite never putting brush to canvas in 
the works that make up his Serpentine 
show, Das New Yorker Atelier, Abridged.
Instead, Guyton (born in 1972) uses digital 
tools such as iPhones, cameras, computers 
and printers to create his work. 

Guyton’s large-scale paintings are 
printed onto sheets of linen that are 
folded in half and run, often repeatedly, 
through supersized inkjet printers.
Inconsistencies surface on the canvas, 
caused by diminishing levels of ink toner 
or technical glitches. ‘Errors’, such as 
streaks, creases and misalignments, 
occur as the fabric feeds – or is pulled – 
through the machine. 

Wade Guyton, Installation view, 'Das New Yorker Atelier, Abridged' Serpentine Gallery, London 
(29 September 2017 - 4 February 2018) Courtesy of the artist. Photo: James Campbell.

Wade Guyton, Untitled, 2015, Epson 
UltraChrome HDR inkjet on linen,  

213.4 x 175.3 cm, © Wade Guyton, 
Courtesy the artist 

Photography: Ron Amstutz.

Wade Guyton, Installation view, 'Das New 
Yorker Atelier, Abridged'  

29 Sept 2017 - 4 Feb 2018 Courtesy the 
artist. Photo: James Campbell.
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Rose Wylie, Ray’s Yellow Plane (Film 
Notes), 2013, Oil on canvas, 216 x 168 cm, 
Courtesy the artist, Photo: Soonhak Kwon.

Rose Wylie, Choco Leibnitz, 2006, Oil on 
canvas, 366 x 305 cm, Courtesy the artist, 

Photo: Soonhak Kwon.

Rose Wylie, Pink Skater, (Will I Win, Will I Win), 2015, Oil on canvas, 208 x 329 cm, 
Courtesy the artist, Photo: Soonhak Kwon.

Rose Wylie, Queen with Pansies (Dots), 
2016, Oil on canvas, 183 x 331 cm,  

Courtesy the artist, Photo: Soonhak Kwon.

Rose Wylie, Jack Goes Swimming (Jack), 
2013, Oil on canvas, 207 x 168 cm, 

Courtesy the artist, Photo: Soonhak Kwon.

His smaller works on paper are printed 
over pages removed from art catalogues 
and presented at the Serpentine in a 
series of elegant custom-made glass 
cabinets throughout the gallery space. 

The work on show has all been 
completed in the past two years by 
Guyton, with the exhibition title bearing 
witness to the first installation of the 
work, at Munich’s Museum Brandhorst, 
as well as its place of production in his 
studio in downtown Manhattan. It also 
references Guyton’s encounter with the 
painting Das Pariser Atelier (1807) by the 
Swiss artist Hans Jakob Oeri. 

Rose Wylie (born in 1934), works out of 
her home studio in Kent, painting visually 
compelling images that she encounters 
on a day-to-day basis. 

She finds inspiration in a variety of 
sources from art history, cinema, comic 
books and the natural world to verbal 
anecdotes, news and celebrity stories.  
Whether a scene from a Hollywood 
blockbuster or a self-portrait of Wylie 
eating a chocolate biscuit, her vibrant, 

colourful, large-scale canvases will fill the 
walls of the Serpentine Sackler Gallery. 

A new painting, made especially for 
the Serpentine show, is based on her 
childhood memories of living close to 
Kensington Gardens for a short period 
during the Blitz. 

Wylie maps the landscape of the park – 
the lake, the historic building and Zaha 
Hadid’s extension that form the present 
day Sackler Gallery, as well as the dogs, 
ducks and inhabitants of the park – with 
memories of spitfires and Messerschmitt 
planes fighting overhead. 

Instilled with wit, Wylie’s paintings are 
confident, animated and energetic, 
proposing new perspectives on the 
world and our cultural memory.

For both artists, these exhibitions mark 
their first solo shows in a UK public arts 
institution – once again highlighting the 
Serpentine’s role in bringing artists and 
their work to a wider audience.

Wade Guyton
29 September - 4 February
Serpentine Gallery  
Kensington Gardens

Rose Wylie
30 November - 4 February 
Serpentine Sackler Gallery
West Carriage Drive

Serpentine Galleries 
020 7402 6075 
www.serpentinegalleries.org
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Social Affairs
Jack Gordon

WAS LENIN RIGHT ABOUT THE 
NOTTING HILL CARNIVAL?

uotes by Lenin may have 
lost much of their resonance 
over the years, and fail 
to inspire dinner party 
discourse, but I came 

across one recently, which I thought 
had particular currency. It is after all the 
centenary of the Russian Revolution.
Referring to the burgeoning revolution, 
soon after the civil war and as the soviet 
system was being assembled, Lenin was 
quoted as saying:
“An idea gives birth to the organisation, 
and then the organisation grows up 
and strangles the idea.”
The quote, I saw, as especially 
appropriate, not just for describing the 
later trajectory of the revolution, under 
the iron heel of Stalin and the ensuing 
Great Terror, but rather to an event that 
was much closer to home, although, also 
regarded as revolutionary in some senses. 
I am referring to the Notting Hill Carnival. 
Could Lenin, I marvelled, have had a 
premonition of the carnival, now, when 
that quote was originally minted? 

After all, it is a criticism, on many people’s 
lips, that the carnival has become far 
too unwieldly and has, in many ways, 
outgrown itself as a local celebration.

Not many events, in our community, can 
open up a San Andreas style fault line 
quite as much as the Notting Hill carnival.

Some see it as an expression of black 
community culture, particularly within 
the West Indian community, and part 
of Notting Hill’s unique identity and its 
beating heart. Others, as a costly drug 
and alcohol fuelled jamboree with an 
emphasis on crime, anti-social behaviour 
and violence rather than floats, 
costumes, parades and booming reggae.  
In a way, I find myself straddling both 
sides of the argument, if it is, indeed, as 
binary as that.
In a junior capacity, I was, along with 
Donald Chesworth, Pat Smyth, George 
Clarke, and Rev. David Mason, part of an 
ad hoc committee that led, together with 
many other groups, to the formation of 
the Notting Hill Carnival in the mid 60s. 
(Success has many fathers, failure is an 
orphan.)
I am also chair of the Westbourne Safer 
Neighbourhood Ward Panel, so I am in 
a position to hear the police’s concerns 
about the carnival at first hand.

Jack is a SEBRA Committee Member and Chairman of the Safer 
Neighbourhood Police Panel for the Westbourne Ward.

His column in SEBRA NEWS W2 always provokes a healthy response 
and on this occasion, with the events of October 1917 in his mind, 
he asks a most interesting question:

Q

The Notting Hill Carnival - "Revolutionary in some senses".
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At this juncture, perhaps, an historical 
perspective of the carnival would 
be helpful in providing a fuller 
understanding and a more worthwhile 
appreciation of the event.
The concept of the Notting Hill Carnival 
was underpinned by the need to have 
pushed back against the increasingly 
difficult state of race relations, 
highlighted by the shocking Notting Hill 
race riots, which I remember, in the late 
1950s.
The carnival was an antidote to racism 
and stands as a metaphor for greater 
cultural acceptance. The celebrations 
are also a magnificent showcase for 
Caribbean style, great flair, and natural 
exuberance.

It is an event that has its roots deep in 
the subsoil of Notting Hill and endures 
as a shining example of community 
cohesion and the spirit of ethnic pride. 
It is also a monument to cultural self-
esteem, freighted with pride and passion, 
and which is exquisitely articulated in 
the slogan, at the time, and which still 
resonates today: "A people’s art is the 
genesis of their freedom."

And yet, a police authority, along with 
other members of the local community, 
seemed to see the carnival through a 
different lens. 
No sooner had the debris of the carnival 
been cleared than the chairman of the 
Metropolitan Police Federation called for 
the Notting Hill Carnival to be cancelled, 
citing the number of police officers who 
were attacked at the event as the reason 
for the suggestion.
Ken Marsh, who leads the group of 
police officers up to the rank of Chief 
Inspector, felt it was intolerable that 
police officers should be attacked with 
blood and bottles. He also questioned 
whether there would be any other event 
that would be able continue with such an 
attack on the police.
In a statement, put out at the time, Ken 
Marsh said: “The Met have put out a 
statement saying 28 of our colleagues 
were injured over the weekend at the 
Notting Hill Carnival. As almost, a matter 
of fact. As if this is the norm. As if this is 
acceptable.”
He went on to say: “It is none of the 
above. It is a disgrace. Twenty-eight 
brave colleagues went to work this 
weekend and were attacked for just 
doing their job. This is not normal. This is 
not acceptable.”

Reports indicated, at the time, that there 
were around 313 arrests made, as of 
10 pm on the Monday: 112 for drugs 
offences and 58 for the carrying of 
offensive weapons. There were a smaller 
number of public order arrests, 37, and 
17 common assault arrests. There were 
also 14 arrests for sexual offences and 
17 arrests for assault on police officers.
However, possibly under the shadow 
of Grenfell, the number of arrests was 
lower than last year, when more than 
450 people were arrested across the 
two days of festivities.
Within the local community the same 
questions were asked: is the council’s 
massive multi-million pound cost of the 
clean-up, in the face of draconian cuts 
to services, really worth two days of 
merriment and mayhem?

And should we allow an event to 
continue, on the streets, which causes so 
much local, war-zone type barricading, 
and massive neighbourhood upheaval? 
Put another way: are many more people 
agreeing with Lenin, who made that 
prescient pronouncement so many years 
ago, to the point where this view is now 
in the ascendancy?  
And, if it is, and gains greater salience, 
to dominate the debate and become the 
accepted wisdom, whither the Carnival, 
then?

Far too unwieldy? - Some suggest that the carnival has outgrown itself.

313 arrests were made at the 2017 Notting Hill Carnival.

Is a multi-million pound clean up 
worth two days of merriment?
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NEWS FROM YOUR HYDE PARK WARD COUNCILLORS

Antonia CoxHeather Acton JP Floru

Following resident complaints over 
the summer about customers 
parking in resident parking bays 
in Hyde Park ward at night, often 

eating takeaways and subsequently 
leaving their rubbish, we brought in 
parking marshals on a 24 hour basis to 
some of the worst affected streets and 
squares near Edgware Road. Around 80 
motorists were issued with penalties 
for parking in residents’ bays in the area 
between Connaught Square and Sussex 
Gardens.
Marshals were able, in some cases, to 
address issues with drivers causing 
obstruction or noise, pedicabs playing 
loud music, cars revving, racing or parking 
badly, groups of men gathering and 
causing noise or obstruction and rough 
sleepers. Occasionally officers faced 
abuse from people they were addressing. 
We are keeping night time team visits 
from Thursday to Sunday and liaising with 
the police and the Marble Arch Street 
(BID) Team patrols, and this team has had 
some very good results.  
There have been some positive 
downward trends in numbers rough 
sleeping, but do keep reporting any rough 
sleeper about whom you have concerns, 
with a place observed and a description 
for outreach workers via Streetlink:  
www.streetlink.org.uk

VOICING YOUR CONCERNS
Around Edgware Road, we have had 
some successful prosecutions against 
premises not complying with licensing, 
planning or health and safety regulations. 
For example, Four Seasons Restaurants, 
trading as Al Shishawi, and its director 
were found guilty of smoking offences 
relating to shisha and other licensing 
breaches, and they were fined nearly 
£20,000.  However, in other cases we 
have lost planning appeals made by 
premises, wanting to trade late into the 
night. Sometimes the Inspector awards 
the appeal on the basis that there is no 
evidence of resident complaints against 
the premises, or of any negative impact 
on residential amenity.

We cannot stress enough how 
important it is for residents to object 
to problematic planning applications 
and to voice their concerns, ringing the 
environmental hotline on 0207 641 
2000, or using ReportIt! on our website 
and getting a reference number. This 
helps build up a record for the Inspector 
to see what the residential impact is 
when rules are ignored.

SHISHA SMOKING
We have just published a leaflet giving 
guidance to shisha premises by outlining 
exactly how they must manage and 
operate their business to be compliant 
with the current rules and regulations.  
It also alerts them to the serious public 
health impact of shisha pipe preparation, 
smoking and passive smoking on users, 
workers and even passers by. 
We are proud that Westminster is the top 
borough in England for levels of people 
helped to quit smoking after four weeks. 
However, many people do not realise 
shisha smoking is AT LEAST as damaging 
as cigarettes.

TRAFFIC ISSUES
We are in discussions to improve traffic 
management in the light of changed 
traffic patterns around Lancaster 
Gate, which proved different from TfL 
predictions while planning the cycle 
scheme. We have been working with your 
Chairman, John Zamit, your President 
John Walton, (also running PRACT), 
the HPEA, the Royal Parks, the Church 
Commissioners to look at possible 
modifications to help reduce traffic 
tailbacks while still protecting cyclists.
Similarly we are working together on 
plans to discourage and slow down 
rat-running through the Hyde Park 
Estate whilst maintaining access for 
residents. We are also planning additional 
pedestrian crossings for areas dangerous 
for pedestrians at junctions round Hyde 
Park Square and Connaught Street.  
The cycle superhighway is a TfL initiative, 
so we are to meet Assembly member Tony 
Devenish and Sadiq Khan’s Deputy Mayor 
for Transport, Val Shawcross, to show why 
change is needed. 

2O MPH ZONES
Another traffic safety initiative which is 
already underway is a number of 20mph 
pilot schemes around Westminster, 
and mainly around schools. The one on 
Gloucester Terrace has been mentioned 
elsewhere in the magazine, and the other 
one within the ward is around Connaught 
House School. We have already put in 
some other traffic calming measures near 
this school around Connaught Square - 
changing a give-way junction to a stop 
junction, some double yellow lines, some 
additional slow signage. On Gloucester 
Terrace there are 20mph signs, which 
flash when the speed is exceeded, but 
none in the short section of road by the 
school. So far, residents' feedback has 
been very positive on these schemes, 
with requests to extend the pilot areas.

AIR POLLUTION MEASURES
We plan some ward budget funding 
to help St Johns and St James School 
reinstate their green wall,  which, as well 
as improving the aesthetics, helping boost 
biodiversity and giving children a sense 
of green space, can absorb air pollutants 
and reduce pollution levels. This is so 
important in our ward, as it is across 
Westminster.  
The experimental measure in residential 
Zone F, which added 50% onto the 
parking charge for visitors with diesel 
vehicles not complying with Euro 6 levels 
of pollution, may have a positive impact. 

In the first three months of implementation 
it reduced levels of diesel vehicles parking 
in the zone by 12% over the levels of 
the previous year, a significant reduction 
as compared to overall parking in the 
zone. We also continue to promote our 
"Don't be Idle" (#dontbeidle) campaign, 
which encourages drivers not to idle their 
engines unnecessarily.

AND FINALLY...
We are tackling the problem short-term 
letting too - watch this space!
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RESIDENTS’ ACTION DELIVERS 
RESULTS 

The problems that residents in 
Kensington Gardens Square 
faced from scooters picking 
up takeaway deliveries from 

Nando's on Westbourne Grove was 
something I wrote about in the last 
edition of SEBRA NEWS W2.  Since 
then a combination of engaged residents 
and committed council officers have 
managed to solve the problem. 
Dr David Hexter, who has written a piece 
for this edition of SEBRA NEWS W2 
about his experience, contacted me about 
how the increasing popularity of delivery 
apps had led to a significant change in 
the use of the restaurant. Rather than 
trade being dominated by people eating 
in the restaurant, it appeared that most 
of the restaurant’s business was coming 
from takeaway order and residents in 
Kensington Gardens Square were being 
blighted by constant noisy scooter traffic 
to and from the restaurant. 
I was in touch with officers to see what 
action could be taken, firstly through 
licensing law and then planning rules.  
The fact that what was at first seen as 
a licensing problem was solved through 
planning policy shows the advantage of 
the approach to joint working which has 
emerged within the Council breaking 
down silos and allowing a broader focus 
on solving local problems. 
What really made the difference, 
however, was the persistence of local 
residents in providing clear evidence 
about the extent of the problem and the 
dedication of our planning enforcement 
team in ensuring that this evidence was 
used in building a watertight case that 
the increase in takeaway business was in 
breach of planning rules. 
Getting this right was seen as an 
important test case in ensuring that the 
council can deal with the consequences 
of the rise of food delivery services. The 
council engaged a leading planning QC 
to ensure that our case was sound.  

The fact that Nando's decided to abide 
by the planning enforcement notice, 
rather than seeking to appeal it suggests 
that they understood that if they 
were to lose an appeal it would set a 
difficult precedence for their operations 
elsewhere.  
Our action seems to have been effective 
in improving the situation for residents, 
but it shows the challenge the Council 
faces in delivering enforcement as 
technology speeds up the pace of 
business change. 
It also show that the combination of 
persistent residents and dedicated 
council officers are able to effectively 
challenge business that are having a 
negative impact. 

BRINGING SPORTS TO 
OUR COMMUNITY 
One of my roles on the council is 
chairing the Children, Environment 
and Leisure Policy and Scrutiny 
Committee. We recently looked at our 
sports activity and what can be done 
to bring opportunities for exercise to 
communities rather than expecting 
them to use one of our sports centres. 
The number of people not doing enough 
physical activity is a real problem and 
Westminster faces a significant problem 
of childhood obesity. One of the focuses 
of the council’s new Active Westminster 
Strategy is on providing easily accessible 
informal opportunities for people to do 
more exercise. 
We put this into action in September on 
the Hallfield Estate with an afternoon of 
sports activities on the estate.
There were opportunities for children 
and adults to engage in a range of 
informal sports activities supported 
by Westminster’s Sports Team and the 
London Sports Trust plus advice on 
healthy eating and activity for older 
people. 
I am looking for other ideas to bring 
opportunities for activity into our 
community in Lancaster Gate. Let me 
know if you have any ideas. 

CAR PARKING ON 
PORCHESTER TERRACE 
Residents have been in touch to 
complain about the problems caused 
by drivers using Porchester Terrace 
as somewhere to rest between shifts, 
especially when they discard food 
wrappers and drinks bottles.  
An enhanced focus from our Parking 
Marshalls has led to a number of parking 
fines been issued and I am working 
with our parking enforcement and City 
Inspectors team to see what can be done 
to address the problem.  
Our parking enforcement services are 
able to commit resources to areas where 
residents face problems from illegal 
parking. If you are facing such problems 
please let us know and we can ensure 
that activity can be focused on that area. 

FURTHER DEVELOPMENT ON 
QUEENSWAY 
In addition to the planning permission to 
convert Whiteleys into a mixed scheme 
of residential, retail and a hotel there are 
proposals to demolish and redevelop the 
buildings on the other side of the road.  
The development team recently held a 
public exhibition on the plans.  
I am keen to hear from residents about 
what they think about the scheme. 
Please get in touch with your views. 

VISIT ME AT MY SURGERY 
The Lancaster Gate team of Councillors 
pride ourselves on being easily 
contactable and responsive to residents.  
As well as email and telephone contact 
and talking to people out and about in 
the Ward, I hold a regular surgery where 
residents can come and talk to me face 
to face and raise any problems.
It is held in the residents’ hall on the 
Hallfield Estate between 10-11am on the 
last Saturday of every month (excluding 
Bank Holiday weekends). There's no 
need to make an appointment, so do 
come and see me if you have anything 
you would like to discuss.

Councillor Andrew Smith at the Active Westminster event on the Hallfield Estate.

Councillor Andrew Smith
Lancaster Gate Ward
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AUTUMN UPDATE FROM TONY DEVENISH AM - OUR GLA REPRESENTATIVE

GRENFELL TOWER FIRE
The devastating events of this national 
disaster for the families directly affected 
and the wider North Kensington 
community will live with all of us forever. 
The national inquiry and the Police 
investigation are ongoing but please be 
assured this remains the most important 
issue to all of us in public life. May I 
thank the community, the Emergency 
Services and other public services for all 
they are doing.

NOTTING HILL CARNIVAL 2017
Working with local residents, both 
RBKC and Westminster Council and the 
Met Police and GLA teams has been 
an ongoing piece of work since last 
autumn, learning the lessons from last 
year's carnival especially the need to 
manage public safety with large crowd 
movements.

TUBE NOISE
"Mayor forced by Assembly Member 
pressure to hold tube noise special 
meeting."

Tube noise is spread across London but 
is concentrated centrally generating the 
most complaints in my constituency. 
Most of the noise issues are with ground 
borne noise and vibration from under- 
ground and sub surface lines.

Complaints have increased over the past 
few months and on 21 July, I met with 
Mark Wild, Managing Director, London 
Underground to impress on him the need 
to get this problem sorted out for my 
constituents.

KEY DATES:
Send your questions to me to hold the 
Mayor to account at the upcoming 
Mayor's Question Time events:

• 16 November 2017
• 14 December 2017 
Let me know whether you’ve got 
something you want raised with the 
Mayor or a view on how to improve 
services in London.

email: tony.devenish@london.gov.uk 
tel: 020 7983 6576

An article in the Evening Standard on 
"The Progress 1000: London's most 
influential people" of 19 October 2017 
said: "A breath of fresh air at the helm 
of the flagship Tory council, Aiken has 
immediately shaken things up. 
"The vivacious former PR executive and 
aide to William Hague promises 'radical 
ideas' to boost affordable housing, takes 
air quality seriously and wants to reform 
business rates and council tax.
"A high-flier already tipped as a future 
Tory mayor or for the other Westminster".

COUNCILLOR NICKIE AIKEN 
"A BREATH OF FRESH AIR"

Westminster Council's Chief Executive 
Charlie Parker has been appointed 
as Chief Executive and Head of the 
Civil Service for the British Crown 
Dependency of the State of Jersey and 
he will be leaving the council, after 
three and a half years’ service at the 
end of December. 
Before he departs he will oversee 
a number of key Council priorities 
including the budget plans for 
2018/19 and the TiF Bid for Oxford 
Street.
The Leader of the Council, Councillor 
Nickie Aiken said, ''I would like to 
take this opportunity to personally 
thank Charlie for his tremendous 
contribution to the council and to the 
entire City of Westminster. 
"He has overseen significant progress 
and change within the council, both in 
meeting the council’s budget pressures 
and establishing new ways of working. 
Charlie has also been an integral part 
of the council’s relationship with 
external partners and stakeholders, 
most notably through the formation of 
the successful West End Partnership''.

On accepting his new role, Charlie 
said: “It is with a heavy heart that I 
have made the decision to leave my 
role as Chief Executive of Westminster 
City Council – the most exciting job 
in UK local government. It has been a 
privilege to work with the finest talent 
at the country’s leading local authority. 
I have met some amazing members 
of staff who work tirelessly for the 
people of Westminster. This is the most 
dynamic and diverse city in the world 
and I have enjoyed every challenge that 
it has thrown up during my time here.”
In order to provide continuity to the 
organisation, Stuart Love presently 
Executive Director City Management 
and Communities has been Deputy 
to Charlie from the beginning of 
September and is to shadow him 
for the rest of this year, alongside 
continuing his current Executive 
Director role, and then take on the 
role of Acting Chief Executive from 
1 January 2018 until a permanent 
appointment is made.
SEBRA wishes Charlie well in his new 
appointment in Jersey.

WCC CHIEF EXECUTIVE HEADING FOR NEW ROLE IN JERSEY

Tony Devenish AM
GLA Member, West Central
Knightsbridge & Belgravia 
Ward Councillor
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Traffic Bayswater
UPDATES ON THE CYCLE SUPERHIGHWAY AND THE CYCLE QUIETWAY
Latest from John Walton

CYCLE SUPERHIGHWAY

We reported on this 
situation in the last two 
issues – on pages 96-97 of 
the Spring issue and 104-

105 of the Summer issue. Transport for 
London have now confirmed that there 
will be no westwards extension of their 
‘Cycle Superhighway’ for cyclists along 
the elevated A40 (Westway), but have 
said that they will seek improvements 
along other main roads going towards 
Wood Lane – see their response to 
consultation on page 112.
However, the Cycle Superhighway, as 
already in place in our area, is causing 
severe problems in Bayswater Road and 
in Hyde Park’s West Carriage Drive, due 
to the ‘choke’ – the halving of Bayswater 
Road’s width in a critical section – and to 
more complicated junctions. Traffic 
queues still remain very long. Buses and 
all other vehicles going along Bayswater 
Road are much delayed. The situation in 
Westbourne Street has been worsened 
by a shocking delay in putting up more 
directional signage there (and more 

carriageway markings), leading to much 
hooting (and the risk of accidents) when 
cars get into the wrong lane and try to 
filter across at the last moment. 
We understand that the additional 
direction signage and carriageway 

markings will be installed shortly – at 
long last! 
In consequence most taxis and hire 
cars heading to and from Paddington 
Station, taxis generally, and commuting 
motorists travelling between the West 
End and the elevated A40 (Westway), 
have diverted to the narrow local roads 
though the residential areas north of 
Bayswater Road, both when travelling 
from the centre and when going towards 
it. The worst effect is in the area of 
our neighbouring group, the Hyde 
Park Estate Association (HPEA), which 
represents the area between SEBRA’s 
boundary (at Westbourne Street), and 
goes up to Edgware Road and Marble 
Arch. 
Local roads in the SEBRA area have 
also suffered, though to a lesser extent, 
from drivers diverting to avoid delays. 
In Bayswater Road, queues of buses and 

The junction of Westbourne Street and Stanhope Terrace. 
Vehicles invariably find themselves in the wrong lane.

Westbound traffic building at a "choke point" on Bayswater Road.
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other eastbound traffic are very long, 
ahead of the junction with Lancaster 
Terrace. This is not helped by a new 
short stretch of mandatory cycle lane 
alongside the kerb, between Elms Mews 
and the junction, which means that 
buses and other vehicles have to queue 
in a single lane, rather than in two lanes, 
as before.
Drivers going east from Notting Hill Gate 
along the Bayswater Road can divert, if 
they know how. They can leave it early 
and by going through various local roads 
eventually reach Craven Hill and Craven 
Road. They then turn into Gloucester 
Terrace so far as Lancaster Terrace and so 
can avoid the ‘choke’, by turning left from 
Westbourne Street into Stanhope Terrace 
and on through the Hyde Park Estate. It is 
the same for commuting motorists 
coming from the A40 (Westway); the new 
traffic signals, at the southern end of 
Westbourne Terrace cause delay and may 
well encourage drivers to transfer from 
Westbourne Bridge via Orsett Terrace to 
Gloucester Terrace, drive along it all the 
way to Lancaster Terrace, and then take 
the same route via Stanhope Terrace. 
HPEA and SEBRA are Founder Members 
of PRACT (which stands for Paddington 
Residents’ Active Concern on Transport) 
and have asked me, as Secretary of 
PRACT, to investigate remedies. HPEA 
have also commissioned their own traffic 
count, which shows intense traffic on 
some roads in their area. The three 
residents’ groups plan to meet shortly 
on site with Councillor Tony Devenish 
AM, the member of the Greater 
London Assembly for ‘West Central’ (a 
constituency which includes our area). 
We also hope that Val Shawrcoss, 
Deputy Mayor of London for Transport, 
to whom TfL reports, can find the time 
to join us. 
Certain local improvements are possible, 
largely within the HPEA area, but all 
three residents’ groups believe that the 
situation can only be fully resolved by 

a redesign of certain features of the 
‘Cycle Superhighway’. These are aimed at 
relieving the ‘choke’ and so reducing bus 
and other traffic queues in Bayswater 
Road and in Westbourne Street. We 
believe that such changes can be made 
without affecting provision for cyclists’ 
safety and convenience. 
Watch this space!

CYCLE ‘QUIETWAY’ FROM 
BAYSWATER ROAD TO 
EDGWARE ROAD   
Again we reported on this, on page 97 of 
the Spring 2017 issue, with a map, and 
on pages 104-105 of the Summer issue. 
Installation has started in the western 
section, which leaves Bayswater Road 
at its junction with Palace Court and 
then goes through local roads up to the 
Sussex Gardens triangle and garden, 
which is by St. James’s Church.
In this western section there will be only 
minor changes, mostly of new signage. 
The roads used are lightly trafficked, 
apart from the bit along Westbourne 
Terrace, between Craven Road and 
Sussex Gardens (where cycle lanes 
are segregated). However, in the short 
section of Porchester Gardens between 

Queensway and Inverness Terrace, work 
is in progress on a new marked lane 
for eastbound cyclists, to complement 
the segregated contra-flow lane for 
westbound cyclists, that is already there. 
The eastern section of the ‘Quietway’, 
leading to Edgware Road channels 
cyclists along Sussex Gardens for most 
of their way towards Edgware Road and 
then they would reach Edgware Road by 
way of Norfolk Crescent and Burwood 
Place. Much of this stretch is in the 
HPEA area. Unlike the rest of the route, 
Sussex Gardens is a main road with two 
traffic lanes in each direction. In the 
western direction, several bus routes 
pass along it, but only so far as Norfolk 
Place, where they turn off towards Praed 
Street. 
Work will start shortly in the section 
of Sussex Gardens surrounding the 
‘triangle’, where some Respark spaces 
will be relocated, unfortunately with 
a net loss of some two spaces. Along 
the rest of the route through Sussex 
Gardens, the City Council now plan to 
paint a thick white line on each side 
of the road, within what is presently 
marked as the nearside lane, in order to 
show separately the space for cyclists. 
This would replace the previous more 
obstructive proposal, to have cycle lanes 
on each side segregated by a kerb. The 
Council maintain that traffic will not 
be impeded; for instance, there will be 
double yellow lines alongside the kerbs 
in place of the present single yellow 
lines. Thus kerbside parking outside 
the controlled hours will no longer be 
allowed. There could be a problem with 
deliveries etc., to the hotels and other 
properties along Sussex Gardens, as the 
private service roads sometimes get 
blocked.
We understand that the ‘Quietway’ will 
be completed by May next year.     

Conways' work progressing well at the Queensway junction with Porchester Gardens.

Bayswater Road - Eastbound vehicles forced into one lane.
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Between 8 February and 20 
March 2016, we consulted on 
proposals for a continuous cycle 
route from Paddington to Wood 

Lane, and improved cycling provision 
from Wood Lane to Acton. We have 
now published our responses to these 
consultations.

PADDINGTON TO WOOD LANE
We received 847 responses to our 
consultation, of which 69 per cent 
supported or partially supported our 
proposals. The consultation showed 
strong support for segregated cycle 
facilities in west London that connect 
existing cycle routes and open up new 
areas to cyclists and pedestrians.
However, it also highlighted concerns, 
including the suitability of the elevated 
section of the A40 Westway as a cycle 
route citing, difficulties accessing and 
exiting the elevated route, potentially 
unpleasant cycling conditions (noise, 
spray, air pollution), and the cost of 
adapting the structure.
We are also due to carry out essential 
structural maintenance work on the 
A40 Westway carriageway in 2018-
2020 , as part of our programme of road 
improvements.

ALTERNATIVE CYCLE 
SUPERHIGHWAY ROUTE 
FOR WEST LONDON
Following consideration of these issues 
(and the maintenance work in 2018-
2020) we have decided not to go ahead 
with the proposed alignment from 
Lancaster Gate to Wood Lane via the 
A40 Westway. Instead we are assessing 
the feasibility of an alternative route 
along Bayswater Road, Notting Hill Gate, 
Holland Park Avenue and Wood Lane, 

ensuring shop frontage requirements and 
local accesses are taken into account. 
This alignment was identified as a key 
corridor by our Strategic Cycling Analysis 
(published June 2017).

We will continue to work closely with 
the local boroughs and engage with key 
stakeholders to discuss requirements.

WOOD LANE TO ACTON
We received 445 responses to our 
consultation, of which 77 per cent 
supported or partially supported our 
proposals. The consultation showed 
strong support for upgrading the existing 
shared pedestrian and cycle facilities 
along the A40 from Wood Lane to 
Acton, encouraging more people to walk 
and cycle. However, the consultation 
also highlighted a number of concerns, 
including the extent of improvements 
to the shared-use path, interaction 
between pedestrians and cyclists along 
the route, and the pedestrian crossing 
facilities at Savoy Circus.

After considering all responses, we will 
continue to develop the overall scheme 
along the route alignment consulted 
on – with some changes to the detailed 
proposals. We aim to publish an update 
on our plans later in 2017, along with our 
response to the issues raised about the 
design we consulted on.

PLANNING FOR FUTURE 
DEMAND – WOOD LANE AND 
OLD OAK COMMON
The area surrounding the A40 
Westway/Western Avenue is 
undergoing significant development and 
regeneration, at sites such as Old Oak 
and Park Royal, and Imperial College 
London’s White City Campus.
These schemes will greatly increase 
future demand for pedestrian and cycle 
facilities in the immediate area. We will 
consider this expected increase when 
revising our plans.

Alex Morrison
Consultation Team
Transport for London

THE EAST-WEST CYCLE SUPERHIGHWAY - PADDINGTON TO ACTON
Response to consultations from Transport for London
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We are writing to update 
that we have published 
the full consultation 
report that looked at the 

principles for the transformation of the 
Oxford Street district and to set out the 
next steps we intend to take. 
Westminster City Council (WCC), 
the Mayor, Sadiq Khan and Transport 
for London (TfL) are working closely 
together to transform Oxford Street 
and the surrounding streets. We want 
to create a better environment, address 
poor air quality, support a cultural 
heartland and thriving business district 
and deliver improved neighbourhoods 
for residents. The introduction of the 
Elizabeth line in late 2018 provides a 
once in a generation opportunity to 
tackle these challenges and make the 
district into the world’s best outdoor 
shopping experience and an unrivalled 
place to live, work and visit. 
We jointly held an eight week 
consultation in April and June 2017 
and invited everyone who has a view 
on the Oxford Street area to share their 
thoughts with us. This was a consultation 
with broad parameters in order to inform 
much more detailed proposals based 
on your feedback, which we have been 
working on over the summer. We have 
published a report on the consultation 
results, and how we will address the 
issues raised, at: tfl.gov.uk/oxford-street

KEY FINDINGS
We received 11,953 responses in total to 
the consultation. 4,461 were emails that 
were part of a Living Streets campaign 
to support the transformation of Oxford 
Street. Amongst other issues, we asked 
respondents whether they supported 
the transformation of Oxford Street in 
principle. Of those respondents who 
completed our on-line consultation 
questionnaire:
• 43 per cent selected ‘I support the 

transformation of Oxford Street and 
I am comfortable with the changes 
that would be necessary to make this 
possible’

• 19 per cent selected ‘I support the 
transformation of Oxford Street but I 
have concerns about the changes that 
would be necessary’ 

• 30 per cent selected ‘I do not support 
the transformation of Oxford Street’ 

• Three per cent selected ‘I am 
unsure whether or not I support the 
proposals’

• Five per cent did not select any option
Responses to the consultation also 
outlined a number of areas which 
residents, businesses and stakeholders 
felt should be considered carefully to 
ensure that any transformation would be 
a success both for Oxford Street and the 
wider area. These included:
• How the transformation of Oxford 

Street would affect traffic flows in the 
surrounding areas

• What impact the transformation 
would have on air quality on Oxford 
Street and across the wider area

• Ensuring access to and from the 
Oxford Street district, and along 
Oxford Street, is maintained, 
particularly for disabled people, older 
people or people travelling with young 
children

• Confirmation on which forms of 
transport would be allowed to use a 
future transformed Oxford Street, and 
ensuring these are properly catered 
for throughout the transformation

• Improving cycling infrastructure on 
alternative streets around Oxford 
Street and linking them to the wider 
cycling network

• Suggestions for potential designs, 
including calls for additional planting, 
better seating and other public realm 
features such as new public art and 
al-fresco dining

NEXT STEPS 
We are now working to address 
these issues and to develop designs 
to transform Oxford Street and its 
surrounding streets into a world-class 
public place. 

Engineers and designers from both 
WCC and TfL have been working closely 
with local groups and key organisations 
to progress the detailed plans and 
designs. Ten detailed work streams 
are underway to directly address the 
wide range of comments raised during 
the consultation. These include the 
re-routing of buses, how deliveries 
would be made as well as the wider 
opportunities for highway and public 
realm design.

Given the significant interest in the 
scheme, we plan to run a second phase 
of consultation on the transformation 
of Oxford Street in autumn so you can 
have your say on a detailed proposal for 
transformation between Orchard Street 
and Oxford Circus and your concerns 
and aspirations about the eastern end of 
Oxford Street. Subject to final approval 
by WCC, this next stage of consultation 
could begin as early as November 2017. 

We want to be clear that we are not just 
looking at how to improve Oxford Street 
itself, but this is a scheme that must 
benefit the whole district. The thousands 
of responses we have had will inform 
a much more detailed consultation on 
very specific proposals for the benefit of 
the whole district. We will write to you 
again to update on the second phase 
of this consultation. In the meantime, if 
you have any questions, please do let us 
know by emailing:
consultations@tfl.gov.uk 

Councillor Robert Davis MBE DL 
Westminster City Council, Deputy Leader 
and Cabinet Member for Business, Culture 
and Heritage 

Valerie Shawcross CBE
Deputy Mayor for Transport 

Mike Brown MVO
Commissioner, Transport for London

UPDATE ON PEDESTRIANISATION "TRANSFORMATION" OF OXFORD STREET

CHAIRMAN'S NOTE
SEBRA doesn't yet know exactly what 'transformation' 
could mean, but we know that the Mayor of London had a 
Manifesto commitment to pedestrianise the main part of 
Oxford Street;  evidently this would require the re-routing or 
truncation of bus routes, if there is full pedestrianisation. 
We will know more at the second stage of consultation, 
which will be launched later this autumn. For instance, 

we can expect to hear then what solutions are proposed 
on matters raised in the first consultation, such as 'the 
re-routeing of buses and how deliveries would be made', and 
to have more detail on the benefits of pedestrianisation. 

We will keep you informed (via email) as soon as the next 
round is launched, so that you too can study the very specific 
proposals that are promised in the official response above, 
and can have your say directly. 
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Your Letters
We welcome your lett ers on any subject that you feel might be of interest to the readers of 
SEBRA NEWS W2. 
Send your contributi ons to: editor@sebra.org.uk or by post to John Zamit, Chairman (address 
on page 2). Please note that contributi ons may be subject to minor editorial changes. Please 
include your full contact details.
The writer of the "Star Lett er" in each editi on will be presented with six bott les of wine.

Like your correspondent Mark 
Watters in the Summer issue, 
I was surprised by the tone of 
letters in prior issues of SEBRA 

NEWS W2 about the construction of 
cycle lanes in the area. 
As a long-term resident and SEBRA 
member I would like to say how 
delighted I am that a small number 
of safer cycle lanes have been 
introduced here. They have their 
limitati ons - peculiar light ti mings, 
awkward or lacking connecti ons - but 

those can be worked on and they're 
a big improvement on what we had 
before.
I would like my local residents' 
associati on to provide more acti ve 
support for improvements that really 
benefi t local residents. 
In Westminster, as in London generally, 
the majority of residents do not drive, 
and cycling initi ati ves are generally 
supported in consultati ons. We all 
benefi t from having less of our local 
space dedicated to motor traffi  c and this is a principle that SEBRA prides 

itself on historically having supported.

Let's identi fy and support ways in 
which these small beginnings can be 
improved. The new lanes need bett er 
connecti ons to the west and the 
north and there is no safe link from 
the lane on Westbourne Terrace to 
Paddington stati on. Craven Road has 
two eastbound traffi  c lanes, but one of 
them seems to be mostly used by idling 
taxis. That could become a nice cycle 
lane. How about it?

Chris Cannam
Gloucester Terrace, W2

IN SUPPORT OF CYCLE LANES
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Welcome to London, 
welcome to dirty 
Bayswater! This is the 
situation we are faced 

with as a local Hotel in Queen's Gardens 
since the council decided to remove the 
large street bins some months ago as an 
experiment.

I am not sure what they were expecting 
as the nearest bins are now in Leinster 
Gardens so the street has become the 
favoured dumping ground. What a great 
treat to the eyes this is, for visitors to 
the area and to business guests and local 
residents alike.

Despite numerous emails to the council 
and our local councillors no one seems 
to be bothered by it. I am sure this 
would not be the case if it was on their 
doorstep.

I think we can say the experiment did not 
work and it is time to think again!

Lee Melville
General Manager, Caesar Hotel, 
Queen's Gardens, W2

WESTMINSTER FAILS ON REFUSE

Queen's Gardens - "the favoured 
dumping ground".

There is a problem with noisy 
speeding motorcyclists in the 
Queensway area, especially on 
Saturdays and Sundays. 

Most seem to be youths travelling alone 
and wanting to show off their machines 
by making a lot of noise, going at speed 
and sometimes zigzagging. 

They can be very scary. I have reported 
some to the Police but it is difficult to 
get their numbers as they are soon gone. 
I saw one with no number plate at all, 
which is of course against the law.

Anthony Porter
Ashmore Road, W9

MOTORCYCLE NUISANCE

With reference to a 
previous complaint from 
the residents about 
the motorbike delivery 

drivers picking up food from Nando's on 
Kensington Gardens Square.
Nando's have now cancelled their 
relationship with Deliveroo and have their 
own delivery service which takes food 
from Kensington High Street branch. 

When I enquired as to why this was 
they told me that it was due to so 
many complaints from neighbours and 
problems with customers' orders. 

Hopefully Kensington Gardens Square 
is now a quieter and more pleasant place.

Tim Ogden
Inverness Terrace, W2

VICTORY FOR SEBRA!ANOTHER THANK YOU SEBRA!

Chairman's note: We're very pleased 
that the silo has been moved and well 

ahead of schedule! It really was an 
eyesore. (See P52 of our last edition).

We contacted you to ask 
for your help over a 
concrete silo in Orme 
Lane, which was covered 

in garish red advertising.  
You kindly asked the Council to require 
the advertising to be removed and the 
contractors painted it out.  
Thank you SEBRA for your swift 
response and commitment to 
maintaining the character of our area.

Local Resident
Caroline Place, W2

THANK YOU SEBRA!

I would like to personally thank John 
Zamit and SEBRA for your amazing 
work AGAIN and helping us resolve 
the illegal shop front that opened on 

our street at 58 Inverness Mews!  
The shop front has now gone and been 
replaced with the original fittings that 
the shop owner had removed.
Thank you so much for your speedy 
assistance in ensuring that the residents 
can live in peace again!

Steven Kalogroulis
Inverness Mews, W2

Illegal shop in Inverness Mews. Now closed, with help from SEBRA.

Thank you SEBRA for the update 
on bus routes. The change to 
route 46 is really annoying. 
I use it a great deal to get to my 

son in Little Venice, to St. John's Wood 
and to Hampstead and the Royal Free.
It is rotten that they won't go past 
Paddington as I can't walk that far at 
the moment. I have given up driving. 
Also having cancelled the 390 down to 
Bayswater Road, the 94 in the mornings 
is so crowded that at least two go past 
full and the wait is long. Can SEBRA do 
anything?

Jacky Hyer
Lancaster Gate, W2

Chairman's note: I thank Jacky for her 
letter. The points she has raised are 

addressed on page 43.

BUS ROUTE TROUBLES
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Join SEBRA
SEBRA welcomes new members, 

whether local residents,  those 
working in the area, businesses 
or other organisations with a 

connection to Bayswater.

We're continually working towards the  
improvement of life in our unique part 
of London and we enjoy considerable 
influence with Westminster City Council, 
Transport for London (Tfl) and Crossrail. 

For more than 45 years we’ve helped 
to preserve the essence of Bayswater, 

making our voices heard when planning 
applications have flown in the face of 
common sense, but equally we’ve strongly 
supported developments that benefit the 
area and improve the public realm.

If you’d like to be involved with 
SEBRA please take out a membership. 
Subscriptions rates are very low and you’ll 
be helping us continue a job that we 
genuinely feel has brought great benefits 
to those who live in, work in, or visit 
Bayswater.. 

A membership application form can 
be found overleaf and once completed 
please send it to SEBRA Chairman John 
Zamit.

SEBRA members receive our magazine 
SEBRA NEWS W2 three times each year. 
We also host a very popular summer 
garden party and AGM each autumn.

If our readers have any questions about 
membership or any other aspects of the 
work that SEBRA undertakes then please 
email us: membership@sebra.org.uk

A "DANGEROUS ROAD 
IMPOSED ON PADDINGTON"

W ith reference to an article 
in the Evening Standard 
of 28 July 2017 about 
the new road layout put 

forward by the developers as part of 
the proposed Paddington Cube floating 
blob, that well worn Mandy Rice-Davies 
phrase, “They Would Say That Wouldn’t 
They” comes straight into the mind.
Personally I would rather believe the 
serious concerns put forward by the 
Imperial Chief Executive Dr Batten 
and London Ambulance Service Chief 
Executive, Garrett Emmerson about 
the difficulties and dangers that will be 
encountered by ambulances ferrying 
urgent cases of illness and accident (such 
as the latest terrorist attacks in London 
and the Grenfell Tower victims) to St 
Mary’s Hospital A&E department, than 
the “independent studies” put forward 
by the Cube developers.
Of course, they would say that wouldn’t 
they. They build this horrific edifice 
and move out of the area, but should 
they be involved in an accident or fall 
dangerously ill, they will be ferried 
straight to Harley Street or Devonshire 
Place for their treatment, a long way 
from the dangerous road they have 
imposed on Paddington and its residents.  
How money does rule in Westminster.

Nicky Hessenberg
Westbourne Park Villas, W2

"STAFF DO SORTED!"

I have been meaning to email to say 
thank you for allowing me to hold a 
recycling information stand at the 
SEBRA summer party. I spoke to lots 

of residents and felt that it was a really 
worthwhile evening.
I was also lucky enough to win a prize on 
the raffle. Bowling and Ice Skating for six 
people which is fantastic. That is our next 
staff do sorted!

Gemma Green
Westminster City Council

I really appreciate that you took the 
time to write about the A6 route 
plaguing Westbourne Terrace in the 
last issue of the SEBRA NEWS W2. 

The content is obviously quite 
discouraging given that you are 
essentially saying that the National 
Express can do whatever it wants. 
In fact National Express has since fully 
demonstrated that by adding the A1 
route on Westbourne Terrace during the 
night. No doubt this will be followed by 
all the other A routes possible.
Nonetheless I would like to highlight two 
points that you may not be aware of, and 
that are crucial for Westbourne Terrace 
residents:

1. The notion that the A6 buses cannot 
currently turn on or off Eastbourne 
Terrace is simply not true. For some 
reason, the council has become 
convinced that this is the case. 
The reality is that there is more space 
to turn from Eastbourne Terrace 
onto Craven Road, than there is from 
Bishops's Bridge onto Westbourne 
Terrace. So this notion that the A6 
buses cannot use Eastbourne Terrace 
because of a lack of space really 
should stop.

2. The National Express has recently 
also added an A2 stop on Bishop's 

Bridge. However, this route uses the 
A40 to get back towards Baker Street, 
thus avoiding all the residential roads 
that the A6 uses on its "West London 
tour" back to Baker Street. It would 
therefore be hugely useful to suggest 
to National Express that the A6 route 
use the same roads as the A2 route.

In the meantime, we will continue to 
enjoy the earthquakes caused by the A6 
buses every 30 minutes, 24 hours a day, 
with the added bonus of now also having 
an earthquake every 15 minutes during 
the night! 
Now that really is a nightmare.

Local Resident 
Westbourne Terrace, W2

A2 & A6 NATIONAL EXPRESS

Chairman's note: Please refer to page 43.
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APPLICATION TO JOIN SEBRA - SOUTH EAST BAYSWATER RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
Membership is open to individuals, households and organisati ons, residents associati ons and businesses, 

Please complete in BLOCK CAPITALS. Please delete as applicable.
I / We / My organisation would like to apply for Standard / Concession / Residents' Association / Business

Your name: Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms / Other   ________________________________________________________

Spouse/Partner: Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms / Other   ________________________________________________________

Or name of organisation / business:  ________________________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Post Code: ______________Telephone: ___________________________ Mobile: ____________________________

E-mail:  _____________________________________________________
(From time to time SEBRA sends information to members by e-mail).

Data protection: Please tick here [  ] if you DO NOT AGREE to SEBRA recording your details electronically.
(No information you give us will be shared with any other organisation).

Signature ________________________________________ Date ______/_____/______

Annual Subscripti on. Please ti ck: Standard £10 [  ] Concession £5 [  ] Residents’ Associati on or Business £25 [  ]

Additional Donation £ ________  (Donations are gratefully received).

I /We enclose a cheque/cash for £ ________ Please make cheques payable to ‘SEBRA’ and return this form to:

John Zamit, Chairman, SEBRA, 2 Claremont Court, Queensway, London W2 5HX
Telephone: 020 7727 6104 Mobile: 07768 068277 E-mail: chairman@sebra.org.uk

Payment can also be made by Bank Transfer or PayPal. Please email chairman@sebra.org.uk for details. 
Further information can be found at: www.sebra.org.uk/join-sebra

OUR BACK WALL

Our back wall at 
Westbourne Terrace 
divides two parliamentary 
consti tuencies, with Karen 

Buck MP (Lab) on one side and Mark 
Field MP (Con) on the other. 
These two consti tuencies also divide 
SEBRALAND, which was strongly pro-
Remain in last year’s EU Referendum, 
and is even more so now.
Karen Buck, an excellent and pro-
acti ve consti tuency MP, defi ed her 
Party Leader’s three line whip and 
voted in line with her consti tuents 
against triggering Arti cle 50 (to leave 
the EU). She has also been acti ve 
and passionate on local planning 
and welfare issues, including social 
housing.
Mark Field MP, on the other hand, has 
followed his Leader’s whip (as did all 
Conservati ve MPs except Ken Clarke) 
and triggered Arti cle 50, against his 
Consti tuents’ will to remain.
I met him outside Waitrose on the 
eve of the General Electi on in June, 
and warned him that his remain 
consti tuents would not forgive him, 

and sure enough he saw his safe seat 
majority slashed to a marginal one.

Karen Buck, on the other hand, 
saw her marginal majority hugely 
increased to the status of a safe seat 
– a just reward for her loyalty and 
commitment to her consti tuents.

Perhaps, as this Conservati ve 
Government fi nds its back against the 
wall, there is a lesson to be learned 
about the virtues of  being a good 
Consti tuency MP, representi ng the 
consti tuency as a fi rst priority,  ahead 
of central Party politi cs.

Certainly we need our MPs to help 
us to rein in our Councils when they 
get too carried away. Which reminds 
me that the Paddington Cube Judicial 
Enquiry starts on 1 November, where 
many questi ons will be asked. Some of 
them will be the same questi ons that 
I asked of Mark Field many months 
ago. At that ti me he  wrote to tell me 
that he did not concern himself in 
local planning issues, however large. 
He should have.

Edmund Hornby
Westbourne Terrace, W2

I know SEBRA works ti relessly to 
improve our ameniti es and I just 
wanted to congratulate you on the 
new fountain in Queensway....

Harry, the owner of Capital News at 8 
Westbourne Grove told me that this 
happens every six weeks!
I hope they don't have to get through 
all that motorway grade concrete they 
put down over the new sewers a few 
years ago.

Simon Whitt le
Hellas Helveti a, Queensway, W2

A NEW WATER FEATURE 
FOR QUEENSWAY
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LOCAL TELEPHONE CONTACTS

 Police - Emergency 999
 Police - Non Emergency 101
 Police - Royal Parks 101
 Briti sh Transport Police 0800 405 040
 TfL - Congesti on Charge 0845 900 1234
 TfL  - Highway Problems 0343 222 1234
 Crossrail Helpdesk 0345 602 3813

SEBRALAND W2

CITY HALL: 020 7641 6000
Website: www.westminster.gov.uk

CITY INSPECTORS: 020 7641 2000
Visit: www.westminster.gov.uk/report-it

 Environment and Noise 020 7641 2000
 Graffi  ti  and Flyposti ng 020 7641 2000
 Highways and Lighti ng 020 7641 2000
 Paddington Library 020 7641 1300
 Parking Hotline 020 7823 4567
 Karen Buck MP 020 8968 7999
 Mark Field MP 020 7219 8155




