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 Chairman:  John Zamit
 Email: chairman@sebra.org.uk
 Phone:  020 7727 6104
 Mobile:  077 6806 8277
 Address:  2 Claremont Court 
  Queensway, London W2 5HX

From the
Chairman

Welcome to another edition 
of SEBRA NEWS W2. 
I hope you think it's the 
best magazine we have 

ever published, with a wide variety of 
articles on some great subjects.

A FALL FROM GRACE
As you will see from the photograph 
below I have ended up in hospital. I had a 
bad fall in the recent snow and fractured 
quite a few ribs. However, the show 
must go on and I have been able to finish 
editing the magazine from my bed in the 
Major Trauma Ward at St Mary's Hospital.
The doctors, nurses and staff here have 
been just wonderful. I hope they think I 
have been a wonderful patient too!

A HARD ROAD TO TRAVEL...
I am very disappointed with the lack of 
progress in relation to the Queensway 
Public Realm Improvements Project. 
We had hoped that the work would start 
in January, but nothing has happened so 
far. We are still awaiting the latest plans. 
I suspect we will be lucky if anything 
happens before May.

THE "BEAST FROM THE EAST"
The huge snowfall claimed me as a 
victim and it certainly brought major 
disruption to London. Having read the 
news though I feel we got off reasonably 
lightly in Westminster.
I understand that the council did a good 
job of clearing snow from the main roads. 

Thanks to Billy Kennedy who took the 
above photo on 28 February of Whiteleys 
in Queensway and to Andrew Clinch who 
took the one of the cheerful patient.

PUBLIC STANDARDS
Every day there seems to be another 
story about inappropriate behaviour. 
From "Cash for Questions" to the Oxfam 
scandal, we can all recall news stories 
where we've shaken our heads in dismay. 
The #MeToo campaign has highlighted 
some shocking revelations in the world 
of entertainment and hopefully things 
are starting to change there. 
When it comes to local politics I think 
that change is needed too. (See article 
in Safety Valve on pages 6&7). In my 
opinion meetings should be taking place 
in council premises with officers present 
and the proceedings minuted. As far as 
gifts and hospitality go I believe that a 
simple declaration is insufficient. Items 
such as theatre tickets and expensive 
meals should be subject to scrutiny and 
approval sought beforehand.
We must raise the bar of the ethical line.

SEBRA SUMMER PARTY
Moving away from a serious subject, 
and with the sun shining into my room 
overlooking Paddington, it's time to 
mention our big social event of the year.
The SEBRA Summer Party is just a few 
months away and we have Thursday 5 July 
provisionally booked at Cleveland Gardens 
Square. An alternative date is Monday 9 
July and we will keep everyone informed 
once the date is confirmed.

LOCAL ELECTIONS -  
USE YOUR VOTE!
The process of democracy is a powerful 
one, so don't forget to use your vote on 
Thursday 3 May. 
To quote President Bartlet from The 
West Wing TV show: "Decisions are made 
by those who turn up."

I really hope you enjoy reading the 
magazine. I am looking forward to 
hearing everyone's views almost as 
much as I am looking forward to leaving 
hospital!
Best wishes,  
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Safety Valve
As you'll have seen from our cover, transport features heavily in this edition of the magazine. The continual 
use of Praed Street and Craven Road by taxi drivers waiting to pick up fares is certainly something members 
feel strongly about and traffic congestion continues to rear its ugly head. There's also a very intersting follow-
up to our "Bridge of Sighs" feature and the item about burglar alarm boxes is something that will no doubt be 
of interest to many people. For this, and much more in "Safety Valve", read on...

LNER Class A3 Locomotive 
No. 60103 “Flying Scotsman”.
Pictured 10 September 2017 after 
leaving Crowcombe Heathfield.

In reference to John Walton's article 
in the last issue of SEBRA NEWS W2 
I would like to know how we 
in the above road can lodge a 

complaint about the extra traffic we are 
experiencing since the cycle route was 
completed. 
Westbourne Crescent is a very short, 
totally residential street. It had always 
been a rather quiet road albeit with some 
extra traffic coming through during the 
peak time late afternoon/early evening.
Our road has now become a quick 
access route to the A40 (Westway) for 
cars coming from Sussex Gardens. Not 
only has the amount of traffic increased 
substantially but drivers are not paying 
any attention to speed. In addition, we 
get a lot of backed up traffic as drivers 
wait to turn into Gloucester Terrace. 

Everyone I talk to is upset about the 
impact of the cycle route on our road. 
To make matters worse, we rarely see 
anyone using it!! And I mean rarely.
Another change was turning the yellow 
double lines at the top of Westbourne 
Crescent into single ones. This was 
decided because the new cycle route 
obstructed access for mothers dropping 
off their children at the crèche next to 
St. James's church. The mothers are not 
really a problem but other drivers see this 
as a green light for long-term parking.
All in all our road has suffered a great 
deal as a result of the creation of a cycle 
route that is hardly used. The whole 
process has been a very expensive one, 
but no one has ever looked at the paving 
stones on our sidewalk and thought 
some work is needed here too. 

What a mess, but, worst of all is that 
there are so many uneven paving stones. 
These pose a real danger to older people 
that live in our road as many (both young 
and old)  have tripped on them over the 
years. I realise this is a different matter 
that I may have to deal with separately.
Based on the article referred to above, 
I have the impression that a number 
of traffic issues in our general area will 
need to be reviewed. This is therefore a 
good time to raise the concerns about 
our road. Some residents have suggested 
that cars should only be able to turn left 
at the Gloucester Terrace end. This could 
be worth considering.
I would appreciate SEBRA letting me 
know how I can pursue this matter 
further. Neighbours have indicated we 
need a spokesperson to fight our corner 
and have asked me to get involved.

Black cabs have for some time 
now colonised the double yellow 
lines on the north side of  Praed 
Street and Craven Road waiting 

for Paddington or Hilton hotel fares.
The drivers wait with their (typically 
diesel) engines running and of course 
remonstrating abusively with anyone 
who asks them to move on or at least 
switch their engines off.
It is not only an eyesore, a traffic violation, 
cause of traffic congestion in the area, 
but worst of all a major contributor to the 
already poor air quality endured by local 
residents - and visitors.
I propose to take this up with police, 
council, and taxi licensing people - and 
would encourage everyone in the area 
to do the same to remove this anti-social 
scourge from our streets

WESTBOURNE CRESCENT - NOW A "QUICK ACCESS ROUTE TO THE A40"
Hedy Jourdan
Westbourne Crescent, W2

Note from SEBRA Chairman John Zamit 
After receiving this letter, we put 
Hedy in touch with Councillor Tony 
Devenish AM, our member on the 
GLA and with his Westminster 
Councillors.
The subject of this letter is addressed 
on page 112 in our "Traffic Bayswater" 
section.

Michael Enright
Craven Hill, W2

Cabs queued in Praed Street - An "anti-social scourge."

Traffic was fairly light during our photo tour, but there's no doubt problems exist.

#BEINGIDLE - THE UNOFFICIAL TAXI RANKS 
OF PRAED STREET AND CRAVEN ROAD
"AN EYESORE AND A TRAFFIC VIOLATION"

Craven Road and yet more idling engines. 
Another of Paddington's unofficial taxi ranks.

Apparently, we are being 
given the opportunity 
to offer our views on 
the Mayor's plan to cut 

dangerous air pollution. This is to be 
welcomed but I fear that this is no 
more than an act of “lip service”.
If air quality was genuinely high on the 
agenda then action would be swift 
and appropriate. However, for at least 
18 months Paddington residents have 
had to put up with an unregulated 
taxi rank outside the Hilton Hotel on 
Praed Street, with sometimes as many 
as 20 taxis queued down Craven Road 
and beyond. 
You’ll find them from Westbourne 
Terrace and almost down to 
Gloucester Terrace, most of them with 
their engines idling and polluting our 
neighbourhood. It’s not just an eyesore 
either, it restricts the traffic flow by 
losing a lane through a busy area, so 
the knock-on effect is felt beyond 
Praed Street and Craven Road. 
I’ve been in touch with TfL on more 
than one occasion, but have they 
done anything? No. Extending the 
emission zone possibly out as far 
as the north/south circular will be 
a money spinner whereas there's 
nothing to be made by regulating an 
unregulated taxi rank, no matter how 
much pollution it puts out.

Recently, whilst in the area, I had 
an interesting conversation with a 
plain clothes police officer and two 
TfL representatives who had spent 
the morning moving taxis on from 
hot spots around the area including 
outside the Hilton.
As they said (and as we have 
previously noted) the problem 
extends from the station taxi rank 
being backed up all the way down to 
the Edgware Road. Why would a taxi 
driver join the queue there knowing 
there are 60 to 80 fares before him in 
the queue?
Drivers are fully aware that they’ll 
be moved on, but also that if TfL 
representatives aren’t present the 
following day they can return without 
fear of reprisal. The situation is 
certainly not going to resolve itself 
and indeed, the officer suggested that 
perhaps the only way to deal with it 
would be to start issuing tickets for 
stopping on double yellow lines.
What's stopping them? Once fines 
start to be issued the message will 
surely be clear.
So on days when the authorities are 
present there’s a small reprieve for 
the air quality around Paddington, but 
on other days the area suffers and the 
people begin to suffocate.

John King
Lancaster Gate, W2

TAXI DRIVERS - SURELY "FARE" GAME FOR PROSECUTION?
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I would like to let off some steam by 
informing SEBRA members and other 
local residents of the annoying and 
excessively loud screeching noise 

Council waste collection trucks are 
making in the Bayswater area.
I recorded a video of one of these noisy 
waste trucks during their operation in 
Cleveland Square where it could be 
heard from our street in Craven Hill 
Gardens three streets away. I found the 
noise to be extremely loud. 
Unfortunately and astonishingly 
the Council and Local Government 
Ombudsman (LGO) think nothing of it 
and are quite happy for this excessive 
noise disturbance to continue. I wonder 
if any other residents have experienced 
this ghastly loud noise coming from 
Council waste collection trucks.

This noise started about two years ago 
suggesting the trucks are getting old 
and wearing out and not maintained 
properly. It certainly is having a negative 
impact on our health and wellbeing.

I'd love to know SEBRA'S members 
thoughts on this screeching noise in the 
video and encourage readers to use the 
link provided to hear it for themselves.

THE "GHASTLY SCREECHING" OF REFUSE TRUCKS
Jeffrey Karykowski 
Craven Hill Gardens, W2

Chairman's Note:

Readers can watch and listen to 
the video in question by typing 
the following link into their web 
browser.

It will take them to the clip on 
Youtube:

youtu.be/iDJy8t9v4cwThe noisy culprit in Cleveland Square.

The council has been diligent and professional 
in all of its investigations into Mr Karykowski's 
numerous complaints on this issue and this has been 
independently confirmed by the Local Government 

 Ombudsman. These investigations have entailed: 

• More than 100 items of email correspondence between 
Members and officers of the council and Mr Karykowski

• Immediately withdrawing vehicles for additional workshop 
inspections (which found no faults).

• Verification from vehicle manufacturers that the vehicles 
are being correctly maintained.

• Commissioning the Council’s Noise Team to undertake an 
independent assessment of noise nuisance.

The Noise Team concluded that “the whining noise that 
lasts for a matter of seconds during the compaction cycle of 
the vehicle does not constitute a noise nuisance and is not 
substantially intrusive to the amenity of local residents.” 
Some degree of noise is unavoidable when emptying waste 
bins and this will vary slightly depending on what residents 
have put in the bins (wood and metals for example will cause 
more strain on the compactor than bagged waste).
One simple way that SEBRA readers can protect their health 
and wellbeing is not to follow the refuse trucks around 
Bayswater as they undertake their daily collections.

Mark Banks 
Head of Waste & Parks 
Westminster City Council

A RESPONSE FROM WESTMINSTER CITY COUNCIL

Further to recent discussions 
about a speed limit on 
Westbourne Park Road, I have 
noted with interest 20 mph 

restrictions being placed on certain 
roads within Westminster. These 
restrictions have included roads in 
which there are junior or primary 
schools sited and Gloucester Terrace. 
In view of the fact that there are two 
such schools on Westbourne Park Road, 
added to the fact that current road 
humps or similar have had no real effect 

in reducing traffic speeds on this road, I 
would request that a speed restriction 
should be applied to this road.
Furthermore, this could perhaps also 
lead to the road humps being removed, 
as I believe this has been done already 
in certain parts of the Borough in 
conjunction with effective speed limits.
I should be grateful if the above 
suggestion could be conveyed to the 
appropriate Westminster department for 
consideration.

Dr K Kotowski 
Westbourne Park Road, W2

A 20MPH SPEED LIMIT FOR WESTBOURNE PARK ROAD?

A 20 MPH limit exists in Craven 
Terrace and Gloucester Terrace.

I live on the front line between 
Heritage Bayswater and Business 
Paddington (the Paddington 
Opportunity Area). 

Looking West I see the lovely tree-lined 
mock-marble terraces of Bayswater.  
To the East, where the cold winds blow, 
I see a dozen tall construction cranes 
with their bright red beacons, and a 
skyline that is rapidly filling with glass 
tower blocks, all glaring at night, and 
dazzling with reflected sun by day.
And even as investors recoil from 
the barren world of absentee tower 
blocks elsewhere in London, here, 
in SEBRALAND, the council is still 
promoting ever more glass towers. Even 
as I write, I see five more rising up - with 
a dozen more scheduled to appear over 
the roof tops and block out the morning 
light. The skyline from the Royal Parks is 
being dramatically altered too.
Whose new vision is this? It's certainly 
not ours - the local residents and 
electors. Yet, now, for ten years we have 
been impotent to prevent it, or even 
limit it. We have not even been allowed 
to speak at council planning committee 
meetings when the critical approvals 
have been pushed through. Public 
notifications are still restricted to two 
tiny bits of paper stuck on a lamp post, 
even for a 1,000 foot tall SuperTower. 
("The POLE") and there doesn't seem to 
be that for the "CUBE". All opposition 
ignored, by the same political party in 
the Council that is ignoring London's 
views in Central Government. Our 
opinion is considered an inconvenience 
that is to be sidelined, and derided. We 
are the Remoaners - the Neo-Liberals - 
the Nimbys.
"Just stick to local things and leave the 
big issues of government to your council 
leaders and Whitehall "Beasties". So here 
we go...

PADDINGTON LOCAL 
GOOD NEWS/BAD NEWS
The Good News is that the 320 bed 
youth hostel/hotel next door, in a 
conversion of two terrace houses, has 
finally had to comply with the Council's 
Enforcement Notice, after seven years 
of resistance, at considerable expense, 
through the Courts. It is now once more 
a hotel with "only" 200 beds and no rent-
a-bed dormitories (although even that 
may require additional enforcement)
The Bad News is that 2,000 buses a day 
still thunder down poor old Westbourne 
Terrace, rocking our foundations, 

whenever Crossrail closes Eastbourne 
Terrace...and we are warned that even 
after seven years of this it may go on into 
2019 as budgets run dry and schedules 
are delayed through "Unforeseen 
Circumstances", which, when combined 
with "Planned Engineering Works" can 
make for formidable delays on road and 
rail alike, as we all know to our cost.
And, although the Lancaster Gate 
gyratory is once more almost fully 
functional after two years of "works", 
it is now proposed that Praed Street, 
Queensway and Westbourne Grove will 
be invaded by major demolition and 
construction work on sites immediately 
adjoining - with all the pollution, 
congestion and disruption that will 
bring to surrounding streets, including 
Gloucester Terrace (already bedevilled 
by the racket of ultra noisy speedsters 
at all hours), and Westbourne Terrace 
(still strangely plagued with new traffic 
jams at the Praed Street/Craven Road 
junction - which can only get worse if 
the Paddington Cube goes forward.)
Then there is the Council/TfL response 
to the Accident Black Spot at the 
Cleveland Terrace/Gloucester Terrace 
junction. No Big Black Spot sign there 
- no cameras or microphones - just a 
little 20 MPH sign far down the road 
southbound and a standard electronic 
calming sign before the junction

- nothing to show how many accidents 
have happened there, and almost no 
signage north bound, which is also part 
of the problem. I have seen a collision 
there, where rescue services had to cut 
the roof off the vehicle to get to the 
badly injured victim. Puzzling.
Meanwhile the traffic speeds on 
regardless - another accident waiting 
to happen, especially when Paddington 
Station's West Gate finally reopens and 
more pedestrians use Cleveland Terrace.
On a brighter note, the Paddington Basin 
itself is much improved by the Floating 
Garden in Merchant Square and the 
narrow boats, picnic boats and canoes, 
Sheldon Square and Merchant Square's 
food stalls and all the other new eateries 
which are beginning to attract a weekend 
clientele as well as the midweek office 
workers, and, at last, bring more life to 
the area on those barren Sundays - and 
yet, if Westminster Council have their 
way there will be less sunlight and more 
cold winds as more tower blocks are 
being proposed on the South side, and 
the CUBE is yet to be built.
"Pile them high and stack them close" 
seems to be the Council's mantra, with 
years more disruption, congestion and 
pollution to follow - certainly enough to 
see me out, but I don't have a Maltese 
passport...yet!

THE BAYSWATER DIVIDE
Edmund Hornby
Westbourne Terrace, W2

The Brunel Building. "A skyline that is rapidly filling with glass tower blocks". 
Edmund Hornby (among many others) questions this new vision of SEBRALAND.
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Yet again we've got a packed "Around Bayswater" section with tales of ghosts, an article on Bayswater's 
"Coffee Temples" and a story about a floating classroom. There's a double-page report on the 2017 SEBRA 
AGM and an interesting item about two authors who lived in the area. We also feature a piece about a 
"Green Seducer" wreaking havoc in our trees and our usual update from the German YMCA tells of a great 
fundraising effort. We start though with a follow-up to our previous cover story.

Around Bayswater

The festive season came to 
Queensway in a special 
way in December with 
what we believe to be the 

first ever public Christmas tree on 
the street.
The tree was organised by 
Lancaster Gate Ward Councillor 
Susie Burbridge and it enjoyed 
pride of place at the junction with 
Westbourne Grove, adding a little 
bit of Christmas sparkle to a very 
busy part of SEBRALAND.
Celebrity local resident Maureen 
Lipman was kind enough to 
officially switch on the lights and 
the event was brought to life by 
excellent carol singing from the 
pupils of nearby Hallfield School.
Our thanks go Warrior Capital 
and MeyerBergman, who, 
along with SEBRA, sponsored 
the event. We would also like to 
thank London Graphic Agency Ltd 
who designed and supplied the 
festive metal signs which sat 
at the base of the tree.

We ate and drank well, with 
sausage rolls, mince pies, mulled 
wine and hot chocolate supplied 
by The Porchester Public House 
and Cake Create. Such things 
were both welcome and very 
warming on what was a fairly chilly 
December evening.
Joining a decent-sized crowd were 
Councillors from Bayswater and 
Lancaster Gate and it all turned 
out to be a highly enjoyable 
occasion.
Hopefully we'll see another 
Christmas tree in the same 
location in 2018 and we will of 
course let members know when 
this is confirmed.

THE QUEENSWAY CHRISTMAS TREE
Some Christmas Sparkle for SEBRALAND

Carol singers from Hallfield School.

Councillor Robert Davis MBE DL, plus local 
celebrities Maureen Lipman and Ian Lieber.

Mulled wine going down very nicely indeed with 
Councillor Andrew Smith, Nicole Mitchell, manager  
of the Porchester pub and Councillor Susie Burbridge.

Readers will recall the "Bridge of 
Sighs" cover from the last issue 
of SEBRA NEWS W2, so we're 
really pleased to report that our 

friends at Veolia have been busy at work 
cleaning Bayswater's Bridges.
Vincent Masseri, Veolia's General 
Manager for Central London ensured 
that the job was done, and it should 
be noted that cleaning the bridges 
isn't even part of Veolia's contract with 
Westminster City Council.
The work took place in early December, 
and whilst we know that the bridges will 
attract more litter over time, we hope 
they never reach the sorry state that 
prompted our cover story and the article 
by Ian Hessenberg.

OUR BRIDGES CLEANED - CREDIT WHERE CREDIT IS DUE

Before and after. Veolia have done a great job of cleaning the bridges featured in our Autumn 2017 edition.

Maureen Lipman welcomes everyone to the big switch-on.
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Changes is afoot in the Royal 
Borough of Kensington & 
Chelsea (RBK&C), where the 
council has been roundly 

castigated for failing in their duty of care 
to their tenants and residents. 
The Grenfell tragedy exposed how the 
council had ignored repeated warnings 
over safety in residential towers and 
presided over division within the 
Borough.  It was said by a Councillor 
that they “heard but did not listen” to 
the views of residents and tenants.  
There is now a tangible sense of anger 
from many quarters. 
31 January 2018 was a milestone in 
the power struggle between council, 
developers and residents. This was 
the day when the unpopular 19-storey 
Newcombe Tower was rejected by 
RBK&C planning committee, despite 
RBK&C’s own officers forcefully 
recommending approval. Over 1,000 
comments on the RBK&C planning 
portal, over 80% of which were 
objections, apparently had little impact 
on the planning officers. The meeting 
took place in a packed hall, with 
residents standing at the back and 
sitting in the aisles, enthusiastically 
clapping every point against the 
scheme.  Against their expectations, 
those who attended were astonished 
to find an engaged and well-prepared 
Planning Committee.  This in itself is 
a clear signal of a change in dynamic: 
the Council is no longer dictating to 
residents. Instead it is listening and 
considering their views. Many of the 
points eventually used by the Planning 
Committee in their summing up had 
originated from residents. 
At least in RBK&C (unlike Westminster) 
residents are permitted to speak at 
planning hearings!  This three hour 
meeting, in which Newcombe Tower 
was the only subject of discussion, felt 
like a pitched battle between offshore 
development company Brockton Capital 
and the Hillgate Village Residents’ 
Association (HVRA). A new doctor’s 
surgery and a small “public” (privately-
owned) square, as well as step-free 
access to just one of the four tube 
platforms were offered.  Nine social 
housing units were proposed to replace 
existing accommodation for previously 
homeless people. 

RBK&C Officers acted as if they 
were public relations agents for 
the developers, promoting utopian 
computer-generated images, which 
carefully dodged contentious issues.  
The sales pitch was based on views 
of the tower hidden by trees – i.e. it 
was all about not being able to see it 
which hardly showed confidence in the 
design.  HVRA countered powerfully 
that the value of a Conservation Area is 
in the “kinetic experience of constantly 
changing viewpoints” and that 
Newcombe Tower would fatally damage 
views of and from the two-storey 
Hillgate Village Conservation Area, as 
well as the three other neighbouring 
RBK&C Conservation Areas.   

RBK&C planning committees are 
made up of over 10 councillors, 
whereas in Westminster we have only 
four, with the Chairman having the 
casting vote.  In other words, large-
scale developments can be passed in 
Westminster by only two councillors.  
The 10 Councillors on the Newcombe 
Planning Committee forensically picked 
apart every level of the arguments, 
admirably determined to satisfy 
themselves that the social housing on 
offer represented adequate replacement 
of existing, plus another 35% for the 
new development. 

They scrutinised the benefits, as well as 
the resulting damage of the proposals. 
In a dramatic conclusion the cross-party 
committee rejected the development on 
the basis of inappropriate height, poor 
quality architecture, insufficient social 
housing and unacceptable impact on 
the Conservation Areas. 
The Newcombe House experience is 
hopefully indicative of a significant 
turning point in the relationship 
between residents and their elected 
representatives.  Certainly, the lessons 
of Grenfell are manifesting themselves 
in a recalibration in attitudes towards 
residents in RBK&C.  Westminster 
Council take note!   
Residents across London are 
increasingly aware that the wellbeing 
of their communities is inextricably 
bound up with the cityscape. The 
explosion of large-scale development 
on the cityscape has prompted greater 
appreciation of the value of heritage 
townscapes and how they serve 
the current population.  Residents 
are simply not prepared to have the 
architectural integrity  of their areas 
destroyed and communities broken 
up to provide luxury flats for wealthy, 
largely absent investors.  The constant 
threat faced by London communities 
has sadly resulted in residents becoming 
focused on protection, rather than 

NOT IN NOTTING HILL!  
Sophie Massey-Cook
Bark Place, W2

Newcombe Tower - Rejected by the RBK&C planning committee.

sustainable and beneficial development.  
London surely must evolve and develop, 
but by building on its unique character 
and identity, rather than by turning into 
a bland metropolis.  There is an imparity 
of treatment between residents who 
merely wish to put in a loft extension 
and developers seeking to build massive 
towers over the neighbourhood.  This 
has been a case study in the peddling of 
power of big players in construction and 
the sidelining of residents' interests. 

High-profile organisations such as 
Save Britain’s Heritage and the Skyline 
Campaign have done much to raise 
awareness of the character of our 
historic cities and their skylines.  

They have been very effective in 
drawing Londoners’ attention to the 
scale of development, in particular the 
approval of over 450 high towers in 
recent history.  Elsewhere in Britain 
there are signs that councils are 
beginning to listen to those dissenting 
voices; in Liverpool, threatened with 
removal of their UNESCO world 
heritage status, the council has been 
forced to back-track on its plans for 
a cluster of tall towers.  Instead, their 
“neighbourhood masterplan” will take 
account of heritage concerns and 
includes planning guidelines on the 
height of buildings.  In 2017 UNESCO 
issued a warning that the high-rise 
developments in Vauxhall are having

a detrimental impact on the setting 
of the Palace of Westminster as a 
World Heritage Site. The significance 
of the Newcombe decision cannot be 
underestimated.  RBK&C have shown 
that they are no longer acting as de 
facto developers.  Residents’ interests 
and local heritage are now centre-stage. 
More encouragingly still, RBK&C has 
commissioned an independent review 
by the Centre for Public Scrutiny on 
how the Council makes decisions, and 
how open and transparent they are and 
how residents are involved in those 
decisions.   
Would it be too much to ask 
Westminster to follow RBK&C’s lead 
with a similar review? 

Have you ever been to the 
Taormina restaurant in Craven 
Terrace? If you have been, you 
may have noticed a group of 

men sitting at the rear of the dining area 
shuffling papers and in deep discussion. 
They are in serious conversation, all 
paying close attention to the one man 
who seems to be their leader.
Who are they? Who is the man who 
commands such loyalty and respect? Are 
they a secret group, and is their leader 
the local Don?
No, there is too much laughter for that, 
and indeed the group are probably 
discussing the next social occasion, 
or which charity to support for the 
coming year. 
They are a local group of Catenians.
So who are these Catenians, what do 
they do, and from where did they get 
their odd name?
The Catenians are an Association of 
Catholic men committed to their faith, 
their families, to those in need, and to 
each other.

The Association was founded in 
1908 under the name of the “Chums 
Benevolent Association.”
The present title was adopted on 22 
October 1910 and draws its name from 
"catenary", the curve a hanging chain 
makes when suspended from two points. 
The emblem of the Catenians is a chain 
of 12 links formed around a circle, 
within which is a cross. When you learn 
that each local group is called a ‘Circle’ 
you can see that the emblem is highly 
symbolic, and refers to their Christian 
heritage – the 12 links stem from the 
12 Apostles, each Circle is ‘linked’ to the 
others and, at their heart is the Cross.
Your local Circle here in the Lancaster 
Gate area is called West London Circle. 
We meet once a month for a social 
dinner, which is preceded by prayers and 
a business meeting. Our business centres 
around three core activities: caring for 
those of our members and their families 
who are in need, organizing our social 
activities, and deciding on our charitable 
activities in the wider world.

Within the Catenian Association are 
two main charities – the Benevolent & 
Childrens’ Fund, and the Bursary Fund. 
The first does what its title suggests: it 
looks after Catenian members and their 
families who are in need. The second 
is more wide-ranging, and provides 
financial aid to young Catholics who 
wish to partake in a practical way with 
humanitarian aid projects, both in this 
country and abroad.
A third charitable venture is sponsored 
by each Circle president. In the next year 
West London Circle will be raising funds 
for “Pursuing Independent Paths”. This is 
a charity based in West London, whose 
aim is to empower adults with disabilities 
to achieve their full potential.
West London Circle is seeking to make 
itself known as an active group in the 
local area. To that end we shall be taking 
part on Saturday 16 June 2018 in the 
Craven Terrace Community Fair where 
we shall be hosting a stall. 
Want to know more? Come and talk to 
the friendly Catenians running the stall.

WHO ARE THE LANCASTER GATE CATENIANS?

At Basel station during a Circle holiday to Switzerland.

Visiting a Greek Temple on Sicily.
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Chances are that if you live in 
Bayswater you've spotted Cafe 
Dylan Dog. Situated just a 
stone's throw from Paddington 

Station it's a favourite of many residents 
and local workers. They know a decent 
breakfast around these parts.
What those customers might not know is 
why visitors come from all over the world 
to seek out Cafe Dylan Dog.
It's a nice little story and it's all about 
that address, 7 Craven Road. Dylan Dog 
is a fictional character, a paranormal 
investigator, who features in an Italian 
horror comic book series of the same 
name. The character was created in 1986 
by author Tiziano Sclavi and to date 
more than three million copies of the 
books have been sold.
Like many comic book characters, Dylan 
enjoys a bit of a cult following around 
the world, and it's his fictional address 
that gave rise to the cafe that bears his 
name. That's right, Dylan Dog lives in a 
flat at 7 Craven Road.

Was this address picked 
at random? Probably not. 
Popular opinion suggests 
that Craven Road was 
chosen as a reference 
to Wes Craven, the 
legendary horror writer 
and film producer.

The business was once called "Bruno's 
Snack Bar", then "EF's Cafe" (Errol 
and Freddy), but when owner Freddie 
Gaygusuz realised that his premises was 
attracting customers from around the 
globe, a name change to Cafe Dylan Dog 
soon followed.
Take a look inside and you'll see that 
homage has been paid to the Italian 
investigator with prints and original 
artworks adorning the four walls. The 
cafe name is emblazoned in 18 inch high 
letters against a tiled background, and 
a silhouette of Dylan Dog next to the 
shop front window won't be missed by 
passers-by.
Freddie is a welcoming chap and whilst 
he enjoys the extra business that the 
comic book connection brings, he knows 
that serving good honest food and drink 
is what keeps his regulars coming back. 

I've eaten at Cafe Dylan Dog on more 
than one occasion. It's very good and 
during my chat with Freddie I couldn't 
resist asking what his best seller was. 
"Easy" he replied, "The Dylan Special 
Breakfast. You get two of everything. 
The boys from Crossrail love it."

CAFE DYLAN DOG - WHAT'S IN A NAME?

An original drawing of Dylan Dog with sidekick Groucho, 
owner Freddie Gaygusuz, and the cafe interior.

Cafe Dylan Dog, 7 Craven Road.

CAFE
Culture

Bayswater is blessed with many great places to eat and drink. We've featured a few restaurants in recent 
issues and we thought it was time to change things a little. Overleaf is a two-page feature by Ruth Sullivan 
about the area's "Coffee Temples" but we start with a rather excellent cafe in Craven Road.

Comic book covers featuring our hero!

Entering its sixth year, Barclaycard 
presents British Summer Time 
Hyde Park will once again play 
host to six incredible headliners: 

Roger Waters, The Cure, Michael Bublé, 
Bruno Mars, Eric Clapton and Paul 
Simon across the two ticketed concert 
weekends (6 – 15 July 2018).  

OPEN HOUSE also returns to the event 
offering a host of free-to-enter weekday 

activities sandwiched between these two 
weekends of legendary musical line-ups. 
OPEN HOUSE (Mon 9 - Thurs 12 July) 
welcomes everyone (even if you don’t 
have a ticket to a concert day!) so head 
down to make the most of the long days 
and warm summer evenings. 
The full OPEN HOUSE 2018 programme 
will be announced shortly, but you can be 
sure to see: Free Open-air Movie Nights, 

daily Wimbledon Screenings, Street 
Food Markets & Pop-up Bars, Live Music 
& Entertainment, Sports and Fitness, 
Children’s Theatre, plus much more! 
New for 2018 – a number of guaranteed 
entry passes for the highly-popular 
cinema will be made available to local 
residents, more information to be 
released in Spring.
Website: www.bst-hydepark.com

BARCLAYCARD PRESENTS: 
BRITISH SUMMER TIME HYDE PARK – OPEN HOUSE

BST OPEN HOUSE in Hyde Park.

Westminster City Council 
doesn’t have a household 
waste reuse and recycling 
centre within the city 

boundary, but we didn’t want that to 
restrict our residents’ ability to recycle. 
A few years ago we decided to set up 
a mobile recycling centre to save you 
the trouble of travelling to Wandsworth 
to dispose of your waste responsibly. 
Initially, we set up camp in the south of 
the city in Pimlico, but recent years have 
seen the unit become a staple sight next 
to Warwick Avenue station.

You can find us there every Saturday 
between 10:00 and 15:00 where you can 
drop off your old batteries, toys, books, 
mobile phones, CDs/DVDs, printer 
cartridges, larger electrical/electronic 

items and energy saving light bulbs for 
recycling. In the past year alone we’ve 
served over 1200 residents who have 
helped us collect almost 3000 batteries, 
600 low energy light bulbs and over 200 
large electrical/electronic items. 

Throughout the festive period, the 
mobile recycling centre transforms into 
one of our Christmas tree recycling sites 
which can be seen all over the city. Our 
Warwick Avenue site had 455 trees 
collected there, putting it first in the 
whole of Westminster. 

The trees get taken away to be chipped 
and composted.

If you are in need of some more clear 
recycling bags, a reusable recycling bag, 
or the answer to a burning recycling 
question – pop along to see one of our 
team. There will always be someone on 
hand willing to answer your questions.

Location:  
Warwick Avenue Tube Station, W9

Opening times:  
Saturdays, 10:00 – 15:00

WESTMINSTER’S MOBILE RECYCLING CENTRE

Mobile recycling for Westminster's residents at Warwick Avenue station.

Cafe Dylan Dog
7 Craven Road W2 
020 7723 8027 
www.cafedylandog.com

Steve Olive
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Urban Baristas

Just as ardent about their coffee are the 
Australian co-owners of Urban Baristas, 
which opened on Queensway, near the 
tube station, at the end of January. Huw 

Wardrope and Jono Bowman got tired of the 
finance industry and London’s bad coffee chains a 
few years ago and decided to invest in something 
they loved – good coffee. 
Queensway is their fourth speciality coffee shop. 
“It’s a craft and an experience for customers to 
talk to the barista about the different roasters 
and countries of origin,” says Wardrope. They can 
choose single-origin Brazilian coffee or beans from 
Guatemala, Colombia, Ethiopia or El Salvador for 
filter coffee or espresso.   

"Coffee Temples"
by Ruth Sullivan

The smell of freshly ground beans, the hiss 
of professional espresso machines, and 
the morning hit of a perfect coffee have 
long been an essential part of daily life in 

countries such as Italy. It is a ritual that has spread 
far beyond. 
Several cafés that nurture a really good coffee 
culture have sprung up in Bayswater. One of these is 
Arro, an independent cafe on Bishop's Bridge Road, 
just opposite Waitrose. Arro describes itself as a 
temple of coffee, a serious claim. But it just takes 
one espresso or cappuccino to agree. 
Like most rituals, it takes time for Arro’s Italian 
baristas to produce each coffee but it is worth 
the wait and a joy to watch them work the Wega 
espresso machine to produce excellent coffee 
served in double-walled, glass cups that retain heat. 
The baristas are all trained to the standards required 
by the Speciality Coffee Association of Europe.

Wardrope is off to Brazil with the roaster 
at Easter to see the farm where the organic 
beans are grown for Urban Baristas’ 
specialised source. The ripe berries, which 
are the sweetest, have a chocolate, nutty and 
slightly cherry flavour, he says. The beans 
are medium or low hand-roasted by artisan 
roaster Union. “We’re happy to go up against 
the chains. Once people taste a coffee, they’ll 
change,” says Wardrope.
He may well be right. All this is certainly good 
news for coffee drinkers in Bayswater.

Down the road at Westbourne Grove, 
Tab x Tab, another speciality coffee 
house, opened its doors last summer. 
Owners and coffee lovers Mathew and 

Charmaine Tabatabai, who come from a fashion 
and design background, wanted to set up a local 
hub where people get together to drink top quality 
coffee and have brunch in a stylish setting. 
Tab x Tab uses speciality coffee beans from the top 
5 per cent of global production to ensure excellent 
standards and works with roasters which are 
certified by the Speciality Coffee Association. 
Lucas Gorczyca, who was head barista and is now 
manager, explains the importance of roasting in the 
process of speciality coffee. 

The bean of the day may come from Brazil, Colombia, Guatemala, 
Ethiopia or other countries but whatever the choice there is 
information to read on the quality, taste and coffee grower. 
Arro’s coffee experts choose single-origin coffee and follow a 
rigorous control process from green bean to the best Italian 
roasters.
Piero Sassone, an entrepreneur keen to introduce some of the 
best Italian products outside his country, opened Arro at the end 
of 2016, focusing on speciality coffee, panettone and chocolate. 
Samples of the distinctive grainy chocolate from Modica, a 
Sicilian speciality, at the counter are a real treat with coffee. The 
cafe’s shelves are lined from floor to ceiling with different types 
of elegantly packaged panettone, including traditional dried fruit, 
chocolate and Moscato.  

It doesn’t take long for good coffee, cake, chocolate and a lively 
atmosphere to make its mark and sometimes it can be difficult 
to get a seat at the weekend. Upstairs on the mezzanine level, 
a front row seat over the cafe gives a great view of the activity 
below, while the buzz of Italian chatter and the smell of good 
coffee waft up. 

Medium roasting, which Tab x Tab uses, preserves much of the 
unique flavours of the coffee’s origin, has medium acidity and 
body and a rounded flavour, unlike dark roasting that is more 
bitter and smoky. It may seem complex but when I try a coffee 
he makes I realise the fullness of the flavour is remarkable. 
Cutting-edge equipment such as the Mavam espresso 
machine and Mythos Clime Pro grinders, also play an 
important part in the process.    
Lucas, like the owners, is passionate about speciality coffee. 
And it is this passion that drives the rise of coffee temples. 
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The 2017 SEBRA AGM 22/11 - The Porchester Hall

Another year, another SEBRA 
AGM, and yet again it was a 
good one. Over 300 members 
and guests attended our 

Annual General Meeting at Bayswater's 
magnificent Porchester Hall.

The theme for the occasion was "A Hard 
Road to Travel", a reference to the long-
awaited public realm improvements to 
Queensway, with literature and banners 
quoting lyrics from the Jimmy Cliff song 
of the same name.

As has become the tradition, exhibitions 
of major local development proposals 
were on display, with MeyerBergman & 
Warrior Property Group and The Diocese 
of London in attendance. Queensway 
Parade, Whiteleys and Newton Road 
Medical Centre plans were available for 
all to see, and representatives were on 
hand to field questions.

Joining SEBRA Chairman John Zamit and 
SEBRA President John Walton on the 
top table were Karen Buck MP, Leader 
of the Council Nickie Aiken, Councillor 

Tony Devenish AM and Stuart Love, who 
has since been appointed as the Chief 
Executive of Westminster City Council.
We welcomed local Councillors Heather 
Acton, Susie Burbridge, Antonia Cox, 
Brian Connell, Richard Holloway, Suhail 
Rahuja, Karen Scarborough, Andrew 
Smith and Deputy Cabinet Member 
Jacqui Wilkinson. 

Completing our front row line-up was 
John Walker, Director of Planning at 
Westminster City Council who scooped 
a rather fine Christmas Hamper in our 
prize raffle.

Talking of raffle prizewinners, there 
was much merriment when Nickie 
Aiken drew her own ticket from the hat. 
We think that this was probably the 
crowning moment in what was already 
an excellent year for our new council 
leader and her prize from Queens skate 
• dine  • bowl was very well received. 
You can turn to page 26 to see the 
winning moment and Nickie's report on 
her evening of bowling

Following the AGM formalities a 
question and answer session took place. 
The debate was as lively as ever, good 
natured and most informative.

Subjects included the state of telephone 
boxes, affordable housing, cycle lanes, 
traffic delays and of course Airbnb.

Also discussed was the poor state of 
Queensway, but hopefully that "Hard 
Road to Travel" will finally be seeing 
some serious investment this year. You 
can be sure that SEBRA will keep you 
informed on this subject.

The evening was rounded off with the 
ever-popular drinks reception. Some 
expert mingling was on display, with 
members and guests continuing the 
lively discussion over a few glasses of 
wine and some top-notch canapés from 
Anna's Kitchen.
Credit must of course go to our 
Chairman John Zamit, who remains the 
driving force behind every SEBRA event.

Organising such a thing is in itself a hard 
road to travel and you'd have to search 
far and wide to find a better driver.

Many thanks to our AGM Sponsors:
Veolia and Whiteleys

to Everyone Active, Flower Boutique and to all who donated raffle prizes:
QUEENS skate • dine • bowl | Royal Lancaster London Hotel

British Land - Paddington Central | Waitrose Bayswater
Hereford Road Restaurant | George G Hair & Beauty Salon 

Kalamaras Restaurant | The Royal Parks



48 www.sebra.org.uk 49SEBRA NEWS W2 - SPRING 2018

AROUND BAYSWATERAROUND BAYSWATER

THOMAS HARDY (1840-1928) AND JM BARRIE (1860-1937): 
A SHORT STORY OF TWO STORYTELLERS 

You can still see the gravestones stacked 
up around what is now known as the 
Hardy Tree.  
Almost all the poems in his first 
collection, Wessex Poems, were written 
in Westbourne Park Villas, though 
published 30 years later. At 87, in one 
of his very last poems, In the Marquee, 
Hardy still remembered a noisy party in 
a neighbouring Villas garden. 
A disgruntled SEBRA member could 
have written these lines:

When Hardy married in 1874 he and 
Emma moved to Tooting. They later 
moved to Max Gate, the house he built 
at Dorchester, but thereafter rented a 
London place for several months 
every year.

JM BARRIE AT 
100 BAYSWATER ROAD
In 1900 Barrie and his actress wife Mary 
moved into 100 Bayswater Road, next 
door to George Bernard Shaw. The area 
was by then fashionable, and Mary gave 
the 1820 semi a stylish modern-Scottish 
revamp with painted panelling, thistle 
doorhandles, a Glaswegian gas fireplace 
and one of London’s first conservatories. 

Barrie first met the Llewelyn Davies 
children and their nanny across the road 
in Kensington Gardens, walking his dog 
Portho (a St Bernard and the model for 
Nana in Peter Pan). The Darling Family 
and the Lost Boys took form as the 
relationship grew.

Barrie was riding high as a playwright 
at this time. ‘Quality Street’ was a hit 
in 1901, followed in 1902 by ‘The 
Admirable Crichton’ in which an 
aristocratic family were shipwrecked on 
a desert island with their manservant 
Crichton. On the island there is a reversal 
of roles, as the practical Crichton runs 
the show while his lordship and the 
family become the willing labourers.
‘Peter Pan, or The Boy Who Wouldn’t 
Grow Up’ was staged in 1904 and was 
an instant success. Shaw shrewdly 
described it as ‘ostensibly a holiday 
entertainment for children but really 
a play for grown-up people’. Barrie’s 
various Peter Pan works made a fortune 
for him and later for Great Ormond St 
Hospital for children (GOSH), to whom 
he left the rights.
The famous Peter Pan statue in 
Kensington Gardens was sculpted in 
secret by Sir George Frampton and put 
up overnight in 1912. Barrie complained 
that it didn’t show Peter’s devilish side, 
but eventually warmed to it.
The Barries divorced in 1909 on 
grounds of Mary’s adultery, their 
marriage reportedly unconsummated. 
Sylvia Llewelyn Davies died the 
following year, leaving her five sons 
orphans and naming Barrie as one 
of several guardians. The boys lived 
with him along with their nanny Mary 
Hodgson, with whom he had a distinctly 
scratchy relationship, and he paid all 
their expenses including fees for Eton. 
Barrie also looked after the widow and 
son of his friend Captain Robert Falcon 
Scott, who led the ill-fated Antarctic 
expedition of 1910-1912. Scott made 
the request in his last letter, which Barrie 
always carried proudly in his pocket.
Some years later Scott’s widow 
Kathleen bought Barrie’s old Bayswater 
house with her second husband Lord 
Kennet. Scott’s son Peter, Barrie’s 
godson, became well known as a 
painter, ornithologist, broadcaster and 
co-founder of the WWF, the Worldwide 
Fund for Nature. The house remained in 
the family until 2015. 

HOW THE STORY ENDED
Barrie was summoned to Hardy’s 
deathbed at Max Gate in January 1928. 
He knew Hardy wanted to be buried in 
Stinsford churchyard, with his wife and 
family, but the literary establishment had 
grander plans. Barrie got on the next train 
to London and lobbied the Prime Minister, 
Stanley Baldwin, to secure Hardy a place 
in Poet’s Corner in Westminster Abbey, 
next to Charles Dickens. 

In death, as in life, Hardy was torn 
between London and Dorset—literally 
and controversially, as his heart was 
removed from his body. Friends and 
family were appalled by this ‘medieval 
butchery’.
In simultaneous funerals, Hardy’s heart 
was buried quietly at Stinsford and his 
ashes with great pomp in Westminster 
Abbey. The Prime Minister led the 
distinguished literary pallbearers, who 
included Kipling, Shaw, Galsworthy, 
Edmund Gosse, the poet Housman and 
of course Sir James Barrie.
In 1933 Barrie met and played storyteller 
to the young Princesses Elizabeth and 
Margaret. Margaret, aged 3, announced 
that they were one another’s greatest 
friends. 
Barrie died of pneumonia in 1937, aged 
77, and was buried in Kirriemuir, his 
Scottish birthplace.

In the Autumn 2017 edition of SEBRA NEWS W2, regular contributor Professor Lewis Lesley wrote an article entitled 
"I Spy - Bayswater on Screen". It proved to be extremely popular and we're very grateful to Professor Lesley for taking 
the time to write for us. The good news is that there are quite a few more pieces in the pipeline and in this edition we 
focus on two great British authors who both spent time living in Bayswater.

Thomas Hardy lived at 16 Westbourne Park Villas.

JM Barrie.

The Peter Pan Statue  
in Kensington Gardens.

JM Barrie lived at 100 Bayswater Road at the junction with Leinster Terrace.

Thomas Hardy and JM Barrie 
were both the sons of skilled 
artisans – Hardy’s father was a 
Dorset stonemason and builder, 

Barrie’s was a Scottish handloom 
weaver. 
The author of Far From the Madding 
Crowd and Tess of the d’Urbervilles was 
20 years older, but he and the creator of 
Peter Pan became friends.  
There were other parallels too. Both 
writers initially made their names from 
realistic rural novels for mainly urban 
readers. Before Peter Pan, Barrie was 
known for his tales of rural poverty 
in ‘Thrums’, his fictional name for his 
birthplace Kirriemuir. And in a way 
Hardy’s Wessex was almost as much 
a fantasy as Barrie’s Neverland ; he 
himself called it  ‘a merely realistic dream 
country’.
They both had difficult, childless 
marriages and fraught relationships with 
their mothers. The formidable Jemima 
Hardy expressly forbade her four children 
to marry: only Thomas disobeyed her—

first in 1874 with his social superior 
Emma Gifford and then in 1914, guilt-
stricken after the unhappy Emma’s death, 
with Florence Dugdale who was nearly 40 
years younger. Tellingly, Barrie’s original 
title for Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens 
was The Boy who Hated Mothers.

Their writing brought them enduring 
fame, great wealth, social advancement 
and honours. Both received the Order of 
Merit. Hardy turned down a knighthood, 
but Barrie accepted a baronetcy. Thanks 
to repeated film and TV adaptations, 
tourists from all over the world know their 
work and seek out their blue plaques. 

THOMAS HARDY AT 
16 WESTBOURNE PARK VILLAS
Mark Ford’s recent book Thomas Hardy, 
Half a Londoner was launched at 16 
Westbourne Park Villas where from 
1863, aged 22, Hardy rented the top 
back bedroom. In those hectic first years 
in the ‘crass, clanging town’ he was 
winning prizes as a trainee architect, 
visiting galleries, museums, theatres, 
concerts and dances, taking French 
evening classes, and becoming a writer. 
He was then in love with Eliza Nicholls, 
a Dorset girl who was in service as a 
lady’s maid in nearby Orsett Terrace. He 
sketched the view from his window over 
the back gardens to St Stephen’s Church 
where they would meet on Sundays, her 
day off. But he cooled, and the end of 
their relationship produced the classic 
break-up poem Neutral Tones. 
Ever class-conscious, he swiftly got rid 
of his Dorset accent after starting work 
for Arthur Blomfield, a genial architect 
much in demand for his Gothic Revival 
churches. Hardy had the grisly job 
of supervising the exhumation of 
bodies in old St Pancras graveyard to 
make room for the Midland Railway’s 
magnificent new terminus, but found 
black humour in it: 

O damn those noisy fiddles! 
Her husband said as he turned, 
Close to a neighbour’s bedroom, 
I’d like them burned! 

We late lamented, resting here, 
Are mixed to human jam. 
And each to each exclaims in fear, 
’I know not which I am!’

Professor Lewis Lesley
Liverpool

Thomas Hardy.
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THE ROYAL PARKSTHE ROYAL PARKS

There's no doubt that The Royal Parks are a "Jewel in Bayswater's Crown" and the millions of visitors 
they attract provide a huge boost to the local economy. They're a wonderful place to visit and perhaps 
in spring they are at their finest. We've got seven pages of stories and information in this edition of the 
magazine, including news of the major works taking place and a lovely story about hens...

HYDE PARK UPDATE

The Royal Parks

Andy Williams 
Parks Manager at Hyde Park
PARADE GROUND 
REINSTATEMENT 2018 

Work to reinstate the 
Parade Ground after a 
successful series of major 
events throughout 2017 

is well under way. 
Covering approximately 11ha of 
parkland, the works involve a series 
of operations to provide optimum 
conditions for grass growth. 
Firstly existing turf is removed leaving 
the organic root mass in place followed 
by deep cultivation and stone burying 
to relieve compaction and improve 
drainage. Finally sand and top soil is 
dressed and levelled to form a true 
surface prior to cultivated large roll turf 
being laid. The turf is principally a mix of 
Perennial Ryegrass cultivars selected for 
the site. Each roll of turf covers 21m2 
and on a good day the team can lay in 
excess of 3,200m2.
It is arguably one of the largest 
single turf reinstatement projects 
undertaken in the UK and Talbot 
Farms Landscapes, who undertake the 
work, have recently received national 
recognition for their work.
Temporary closures of some areas and 
footpaths are necessary to undertake 
the work – these closures are clearly 

signposted with pedestrian diversions 
in place and the team work hard to 
ensure that access is restored as soon as 
possible. It is reassuring to note that the 
underlying integrity of the parade ground 
improves each and every year due to the 
amelioration of the soils across the site.
Weather depending we hope that the 
work will be completed by April 2018.

HORTICULTURE, TREE WORKS 
AND LANDSCAPE PROJECTS  
The team are busy undertaking 
improvements to areas across the park 
with a focus this winter and spring 
on the Dell Garden, Victoria Border, 
Lido shrubbery and Queen Caroline’s 
enclosure.   Formative and routine 
pruning maintains the overall shape 
and effect of woody plants and opens 
up opportunities for replanting in the 

Spring. At the Dell, careful tree lifting and 
crown reduction works will let more light 
into the beds and reduce the dominance 
of some of the evergreens. 
We are making good use of generous 
amounts of composted green waste 
material from the Leaf Pen in Kensington 
Gardens for use both as a mulch and 
soil conditioner. Mulching shrub beds 
has the benefit of conserving moisture, 
preventing weed growth and raising 
levels of organic matter in the soil. We 
are extensively vertidraining (deep 
spiking) large areas of Hyde Park and 
incorporating the organic material from 
Kensington Gardens in to the soil.  This 
particular activity improves the resilience 
of the grass to withstand wear and 
tear through improving underlying soil 
structure, vital to improve long term soil 
health and fertility.    

During February and March we will be 
planting 45 new trees in Hyde Park 
including adding more multi stem 
silver birch to The Silver Jubilee copse 
near to Curzon Gate. We will also 
be continuing with our cherry tree 
planting to give more Spring colour and 
replace those trees that have reached 
the end of their lives.

THE MASTABA  
This summer Hyde Park will host 
the artist Christo’s Mastaba on 
the Serpentine from 18 June – 23 
September. This temporary art 
installation coincides with an exhibition 
exploring the history of Christo and 
Jeanne-Claude’s use of barrels in their 
art at the nearby Serpentine Galleries.
The installation offers an opportunity 
for the public to enjoy the work of an 
internationally renowned artist, for free, 
in the unique setting of Hyde Park. It will 
be made of 7,506 multi-coloured barrels 
and will be positioned in the centre 
of the lake between the island and 
Serpentine Bridge. 

The installation recently secured planning 
permission granted by Westminster City 
Council and The Royal Parks is currently 
in the process of finalising a licence 
agreement with Christo.

COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF 
GOVERNMENT MEETING  
From 16-20 April, the Commonwealth 
Heads of Government will be 
meeting in London.  The Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office (FCO) is leading 
on this event and it requires the Old 
Football Pitches in Hyde Park as part of 
its arrangements. 
As a result, the area will be unavailable 
for recreation use throughout April, and 
also during a 2-3 month reinstatement 
period. For security reasons the 
Metropolitan Police may also require 
a series of temporary road closures in 
Hyde Park and Kensington Gardens over 
the duration of the event.
The timetable for this event, the road 
closures and the resulting reinstatement 
is being finalised, and the latter is weather 
dependent. Whilst the event is outside 

of The Royal Parks’ direct control, we are 
working closely with the FCO and others 
to mitigate the impact and will continue 
to keep stakeholders informed as soon as 
we receive further details.
Further information on the 
Commonwealth Heads of Government 
meeting can be found at: 
www.chogm2018.org.uk/ 

BRITISH SUMMER TIME (BST) 
The artists headlining the forthcoming 
BST concerts have been announced and 
include Roger Walters, The Cure, Eric 
Clapton, Michael Bublé, Bruno Mars and 
Paul Simon. The six concerts run across 
two weekends in July and are bridged by 
the free to enter ‘Open House’ events 
which run Monday 9 to Thursday 12 July. 
The ‘Open House’ events offer a mix of 
activities including movie nights, live 
tennis screenings from Wimbledon, 
street food, live music with other forms 
of entertainment available.  More 
information on BST can be found by 
visiting: www.bst-hydepark.com

The Kensington Gardens 
allotment team was delighted 
to welcome a coop of six 
ex-battery hens who have 

been saved from slaughter by the 
British Hen Welfare Trust. 
The coop of rags-to-riches hens moved 
from a colony cage to landing a slice of 
royal life in the park. Kensington Palace is 
the official London residence of the Duke 
and Duchess of Cambridge, who recently 
revealed that they keep five chickens of 
their own at their Norfolk home.

All six of the hens re-homed at 
Kensington Gardens are now living 
on its allotment which is open every 
day from 10am to 4pm for the public 
to visit. People can pick up tips about 
growing fruit and veg, and now also 
make friends with the allotment’s 
newest ‘royal’ residents.
Andrew Williams, previously Parks 
Manager at Kensington Gardens, said: 
“We’re looking forward to giving these six 
hens the home that they haven’t had so 
far. They’ll join our small but perfectly-
formed existing coop of hens, along with 
Bertie the rooster to enjoy a nice life here 
at Kensington Gardens. And their eggs will 
be shared with the staff and volunteers 
who dedicate their time to managing the 
allotment.”

Jane Howorth MBE, charity founder of 
the British Hen Welfare Trust, said: 
“I could never have dreamed when I 
founded this charity that one day our hens 
would be re-homed within royal grounds! 
It’s a real rags to riches story and goes to 
show the widespread appeal that keeping 
ex-bats has. I would encourage anyone 
thinking about it to give us a call and save 
some lives. Hens change lives – for the 
better!”
The hens have now officially been 
named by Kensington Gardens allotment 
volunteers and their pictures have 
been added on the Allotment wall. So 
come and say hello to our happy new 
residents: Tess, Frederina, Toni, Julie, 
Emma and Tyrannosaurus Pecks!

FROM BATTERY CAGES TO "HENSINGTON" GARDENS

"Tyrannosaurus Pecks" and her friends 
enjoying a rather special new home.

Kensington Gardens allotment - Open daily to the public from 10:00am to 4:00pm.

Theresa Short
Park Manager at Kensington Gardens

Parade ground restoration following major events in 2017.

Photography by Paul Shelley
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Serpentine Galleries
Hyde Park is set for a 

spectacular summer of 
culture with the news that 
the artist Christo is to create 

a temporary sculpture that will float on 
the Serpentine Lake from 18 June to 23 
September 2018.
The Mastaba (Project for London, Hyde 
Park, Serpentine Lake) is Christo’s first 
major public outdoor work in the UK 
and will coincide with a Serpentine 
Gallery exhibition featuring more than 
50 years of work by Christo and his late 
wife, the artist Jeanne-Claude.
Both the sculpture and the show will 
draw on the artists’ history of creating 
barrel artworks, a material chosen initially 
for its sculptural effect and low cost. 
Together, they present an opportunity 
to experience the vision of one of the 
most pioneering artists working today. 

Born on the same day in 1935 in 
Gabrovo, Bulgaria and Casablanca, 
Morocco, Christo and Jeanne-Claude 
began their collaboration in 1961 
and their many legendary large-
scale projects include the Wrapped 
Reichstag, Berlin (1995); The Gates, 
Central Park, New York City (2005); 
and The Floating Piers on Italy’s Lake 
Iseo (2016). Their work is represented 
in museums and galleries across the 
globe including the Guggenheim and 
Metropolitan Museums in New York, 
Tate in London and the Pompidou 
Centre in Paris. 

Christo’s temporary lake sculpture 
will be entirely paid for by the artist. 
As with all of Christo and Jeanne-
Claude’s projects, The London Mastaba 
is funded through the sale of Christo’s 
original works of art. No public money 
is used for Christo’s projects and he 
does not accept sponsorship.

“The London Mastaba will be absolutely 
free to the public - no tickets, no 
reservations and no owners. It will 
belong to everyone (until it's gone),” the 
artist said.
Measuring 20m by 30m by 40m 
and built by a team of experienced 
engineers, the structure will consist of 
7,506 horizontally-stacked coloured 
barrels, specifically fabricated and 
painted, and secured on a floating 
platform in the Serpentine Lake. 
Construction is expected to begin on 3 
April and the build will be managed to 
ensure there is no damage to the site. 
No work is being undertaken on grassed 
areas and all materials will be certified 
as having low environmental impact to 
preserve the ecosystem of the lake. 
Christo and Jeanne-Claude’s companion 
exhibition at the Serpentine Gallery 
(20 June to 9 September 2018) will 
showcase the use of barrels in their 
work, featuring drawings, collages 
and sculptures spanning six decades 
of temporary and unrealised projects. 
Demonstrating their steadfast 
commitment to creating these forms in 
varying scales at different sites around 
the world, the exhibition will offer a 
historic context to The London Mastaba 
situated close by.  
The London Mastaba also presents an 
opportunity to enhance the conservation 
and wildlife of Hyde Park. Before this 
temporary sculpture was proposed, an 
Ecological Enhancement Strategy was 
developed with The Royal Parks.

As well as ensuring there will be no 
negative ecological impact on the lake, 
the surrounding park or its wildlife, 
substantial investments will be made 
in the park as a direct result of the 
artwork, including ecological works on 
the Serpentine Island, the creation of 
new habitats for birds and bats, litter 
clearance of the Serpentine Lake and 
re-treatment of the Phoslock system 
that protects the lake from algal bloom. 

“Christo is a world renowned artist 
who has enjoyed highly successful 
exhibitions in parks and open spaces in 
other leading cities across the world, 
but has never before exhibited in 
London,” said Loyd Grossman, Chairman 
of The Royal Parks. “This will be an 
opportunity for park visitors to see an 
outstanding installation within an iconic 
landscape.” 

Christo - The Mastaba for Serpentine Lake, Project for Hyde Park, London Collage 2017. 
 Pencil, wax crayon, enamel paint, photograph by Wolfgang Volz, aerial photograph, technical data and tape 

14 1/2 x 18 3/4" (36.8 x 47.6 cm) Photo: André Grossmann © 2017 Christo.
There's more from The Serpentine 
Galleries overleaf...

Christo - The Mastaba (Project for London, Hyde Park, Serpentine Lake)Drawing 2017 in two parts.Pencil, 
charcoal, pastel, enamel paint, hand-drawn technical data, map on vellum and tape. 30 1/2 x 26" and 30 1/2 

x 12" (77.5 x 66.7 cm and 77.5 x 30.5 cm). Photo: André Grossmann. © 2017 Christo.

Christo and Jeanne-Claude, Wall of Barrels - The Iron Curtain, Rue Visconti, Paris, 1961-62 
Photo: Jean-Dominique Lajoux © 1962 Christo.Christo Photo: Wolfgang Volz.
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Social Affairs
Jack Gordon
Jack is Chair of the Westbourne Neighbourhood Forum, Chair of 
the Westbourne Ward Safer Neighbourhood Police Panel and a 
SEBRA committee member. In this edition of his regular column he 
gives a modern twist to one of Shakespeare's most famous quotes.

On the committees, that I am 
fortunate enough to chair and 
to serve, what is becoming 
clearer and more widely 

felt are the fractured fault lines across 
our community. And these divisions 
are a direct rebuke to the spirit of 
social cohesiveness and the ideals of a 
community that calls out to be united 
and at peace with itself.

HANDLING NOTTING HILL
A vivid illustration of a deep chasm 
that exists between sections of our 
community and governing organisations 
was on show, at a meeting towards 
the end of last year, at the Tabernacle, 
in Talbot Road, to look back on the 
management and handling of the Notting 
Hill Carnival: an event with highly 
contentious overtones that continue to 
reverberate.

The scene was set by the initial question, 
which asked, rather pointedly, why no 
reparations have ever been made, or 
apologies given, for three hundred years 
of black slavery.
Now, you may feel that this question 
may not have been entirely pertinent 
with discussions surrounding the 
Carnival, and perhaps on the rhetorical 
side, too. However, that view was not 
shared by the majority of the audience, 
and the same question kept being asked.

Feelings, as you can imagine, were running 
high, but what brought them to boiling 
point was the moment when the Gold 
Commander for the Carnival tried to 
speak. His intervention was met by howls 
of protest with accusations being thrown 
at him of being a ‘neo-fascist’ and the 
Metropolitan Police agents of suppression. 
The uproar was, also, fuelled by the 
belief, amongst many in the audience 
that the police only commented about 
the violence, drugs, anti-social behaviour 
and the number of arrests, ignoring 
the positive side and tarnishing the 
Carnival’s image and reputation.
The meeting was completely soured, by 
this time, with the platform finding it 
increasingly difficult to maintain control, 
with rational debate going right out of 
the window.
The meeting, then, threw into sharp 
relief the seemingly unbridgeable chasm 

between the audience, 
on one hand, made up of, 
predominantly, members 
of the African-Caribbean 
community, and, on the 
other hand, the presiding 
platform which carried 
representatives of the 
police, both RBK&K and 
Westminster Councils, and 
the board of the Carnival.
There was a deep seam of 
bitterness, rancour, acrimony, 

resentment, and animosity that went 
right through the sub-strata of the 
gathering: a witch’s brew of discontent 
and fractured relations that refused to 
be eased or mended. 
And, all this vituperation surrounding an 
event conceived to push back against 
the race riots of the late 50’s, and, now, 
wanting to bring warmth, welcome, 
celebration and an inspiring sense of 
self-expression to the streets of Notting 
Hill for people, some who come from all 
over the world, to enjoy.

GRENFELL FAILINGS
Yet, this rage against the power of 
authority pales into insignificance 
compared to the hostility, rage, 
indignation and trauma, generated by the 
stark and abiding tragedy of the Grenfell 
Tower disaster, especially amongst the 
survivors, who struggle to come to terms 
with their appalling loss and continue to 
look for justice.
Not a day goes by, it seems, without more 
harrowing revelations which add to the 
litany of woe and despair, whilst, perhaps 
the most loathed Council in Britain still 
grapples with the shocking aftermath.
There can be little doubt that the 
underlying problem is the limited trust 
between RBK&C and its residents, 
especially in the wards around Grenfell. 
It is this festering distrust that is fuelling 
the great levels of anxiety and despair 
that may take a generation to heal. 
Many cannot understand why it is 
taking so long to rehouse the survivors, 
especially, in such an immensely rich 
borough. 

Neither, can they forgive the stumbling, 
inchoate, response or what they feel 
were false promises made. 
And, out of the charred remains of 
Grenfell, which throws a spotlight on the 
extent of the capital’s social divide, grows 
a community’s inconsolable discontent.

CITY WEST AT OPEN FORUM 
Of far less suffering and anguish, but a 
little closer to home, is the breakdown 
of relations between the residents of 
Brunel, the estate on which I live, and 
City West Homes. We have now reached 
a point where the leading, and longest 
serving members, of the Sounding Board, 
a grouping which rose from the remains 
of an original Resident’s Association, 
have stepped back dealing a massive 
blow to the dialogue between City West 
Homes and the residents.
The rupture in relations has its roots 
in the cuts imposed by Westminster 
Council on City West Homes which has 
led to, amongst other things, the closure 
of the Estates’ Offices, thus stunting 
communications between us, the 
residents, and the management of City 
West Homes. 
Put in the place of face to face relations 
is a robotic phone service, which by any 
standards cannot be regarded as fit for 
purpose, as any of you who had spent 
your time, in an emergency, frustratingly 
pressing buttons instead of speaking to 
someone who might offer help. It feels 
as if our security and peace of mind has 
been negotiated away.
As an example of this catastrophic state 
of affairs one need look no further than 
our experience with the burglar alarm in 
Keyham House. The alarm went off three 
times at the end of last year with the 
ringing lasted for around five hours each 
time. Worse still, if that is possible, the 
telephone number engraved under the 
alarm, to ring in the case of emergency 
was redundant: and, all this under the 
shadow of Grenfell.

Imagine my surprise, then, when I went 
to a meeting of the Open Forum, a 
Westminster Council initiative, with City 
West Homes in attendance, to hear how 
well everything had manifestly improved.

There was certainly something 
saccharine-coated about the 
proceedings, with the Leader of the 
Council, who otherwise cuts a rather 
flinty and abrasive figure, and the other 
Cabinet Members, doing their best to 
ingratiate themselves with the audience. 

To add to a sense of disingenuousness, 
questions had to have been submitted 
beforehand, for careful vetting no doubt; 
and the very few questions from the 
floor, at the end, were met with boiler-
plate answers by the Council.

With the exception, that is, from our 
Council Leader, the Atomic Kitten, 
who has developed all the subtlety of 
the Hadron Collider, especially, when 
belittling a member of CWH’s in public; 
and then, in attempting to serenade the 
audience, hectored the assembled in a 
voice like a dentist’s drill.  

Yet, there was another side to the 
proceedings, that was rather Orwellian, 
and which reminded me of the Stalinist 
show trials of the Thirties, when 
the victims of the Purge, mainly the 
Trotskyists, were forced to repent.

This time it was the CEO of City West 
Homes, in the dock, who spent most 
of his address humbly apologising 
to the assembled for the failures 
and lamentable shortcomings, of his 
organisation, that have reached, by any 
reckoning, nightmarish proportions.

Speaking to people after the event, his 
words of contrition seemed to cut

little ice, particularly those who were 
residents of CWH’s estates. Nothing 
he said or tried to explain answered 
questions of deep budget cuts and years 
of under-investment; manifestly sub-
standard managements; a basic lack of 
communication; and abysmal contractor 
performance.

As for the road-show style event, 
itself, well, that carried little genuine 
weight in building bridges with the local 
community. It was freighted with a 
pretentiousness that you could cut with 
a knife; and the only thing missing was a 
covered wagon with stocks of snake oil.

Yet, it is clear that the real opportunity 
for members of our local community, to 
make their voices heard, will be at the 
ballot box in May, when the winter of 
our discontent may not be made glorious 
summer for the ruling party in City Hall.

NOW IS THE WINTER OF OUR 
COMMUNITY’S DISCONTENT

A parallel from history? Jack Gordon compares the Moscow Trials with a recent 
Open Forum meeting attended by City West Homes.

...a witches' brew of 
discontent and fractured 
relations that refused to 
be eased or mended. 

...out of the 
charred remains 
of Grenfell grows 
a community’s 
inconsolable 
discontent.

Grenfell - "May take 
a generation to heal".

...the only thing 
missing was a 

wagon with stocks 
of snake oil. 

3 May - An opportunity to be heard.
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Planning Bayswater
Report from John Walton and John Zamit

JUDICIAL REVIEWS

In the Autumn 2017 issue, we 
reported (page 98) two bids for a 
Judicial Review of Westminster City 
Council’s decision to grant planning 

consent for this massive building, 
replacing both the old post sorting 
office, situated in the northern section 
of London Street, and the building on 
Praed Street where the Paddington Post 
Office used to be. 
One of the bids, by Imperial College 
Healthcare Trust, was concerned about 
delays for ambulances to reach  
St. Mary’s Hospital through a new 
winding route at the rear of the site, 
connecting with Praed Street. At a 
preliminary hearing they failed to get 
leave for their application to proceed. 
The other, by SAVE (Save Britain’s 
Heritage), who are concerned about 
conservation of the existing building and 
wish to avoid damage to the setting of  
Brunel’s Paddington Station (listed Grade 
1), did get leave to proceed to judicial 
review. Their specific grounds were that 
the Secretary of State for Communities 
and Local Government had failed to give 
reasons for not ‘calling in’ the planning 
application and thus setting up a Public 
Enquiry to consider it.
The judge ruled that these were 
insufficient grounds and that the 
Secretary of State had been justified in 
his actions. However, as we go to press 
we hear that SAVE have asked for leave 
to appeal to a higher court against this 
decision. If an appeal goes ahead, there 
could be some delay in the start of 
demolition, now planned for the summer 
of this year. 

On ambulance access to the hospital, 
SEBRA has always believed that the main 
problem lies in the closure of part of the 
north section of London Street as part 
of the development, so that ambulances 
and all other hospital traffic would have 
to divert to Praed Street in order to 
reach their new route to the hospital. 
This section of Praed Street, between 
London Street and Norfolk Place, is 
narrow and has two-way traffic including 
a very busy bus stop and deliveries to 
shops, and thus is often very congested 
already.  See "The Long Term", below.

STEERING GROUP ON 
TRAFFIC MATTERS
We previously reported that a Steering 
Group was to be set up to consider 
these traffic problems. It had its first 
meeting recently. SEBRA and PRACT 
(Paddington Residents’ Active Concern 
on Transport) are members of the Group. 
There are two aspects for it to consider 
– the traffic impact of demolition and 
reconstruction, and the state of affairs 
once the development is complete (if it 
goes ahead in its current form).  
On demolition, which could start with 
the building fronting on Praed Street, 
the developers gave a presentation, 
indicating that scaffolding would be 
put up in Praed Street to protect the 
pavement where the bus stops are, and 
that – once this is up – all demolition 
would be from behind, so that lorries 
would not need to park on Praed Street. 
Demolition of the old sorting office 
further behind, which is now being used 
by Crossrail, could start a bit later, once 
possession of the building is gained. 

LORRY ROUTES
As regards routes for the lorries once 
demolition starts, up to 15 lorries a 
day for some 42 weeks, the developers 
assumed that Eastbourne Terrace will not 
be fully open when demolition starts and 
thus their plan was for incoming lorries 
to use the elevated A40 (Westway) and 
then Westbourne Terrace/Craven Road. 
They would leave by way of Praed Street. 
PRACT stated that the incoming route 
would be quite unacceptable once 
Eastbourne Terrace has been fully 
reopened – which should be around the 
end of this year. 

We trust the developers will accept that, 
then, the incoming route should only be 
by way of Eastbourne Terrace. Watch this 
space! If there is to be delay in starting 
demolition because of SAVE’s appeal, 
this problem may resolve itself. But the 
same point applies to lorry routes during 
the prolonged period of construction 
that will follow.

THE LONG TERM
The other aspect is looking ahead to the 
situation after the planned development 
is complete. There will then be diversion 
of ambulances and other hospital traffic 
from the northern section of London 
Street to this narrow section of Praed 
Street, where the bus stops are. 
Traffic planning must also take account 
of the impact of the new building 
replacing the existing one fronting 
Praed Street, because it will include a 
major entrance to both the main-line 
station and the Bakerloo Line station 
at Paddington. The building includes a 
shopping mall at basement level together 
with the much-needed new escalators 
and lifts down to the Bakerloo Line. 
Passenger usage of the main-line station 
is expected to increase a lot in future.  
In PRACT’s view, both these changes – 
ambulance routes and how people get 
into the station – require a complete 
rethink of the road system in and around 
Praed Street. PRACT presented a 
preliminary ‘think-piece’ on these matters 
which we expect to be considered in 
detail at a later meeting of the Group.

UPDATE ON THE PADDINGTON CUBE

The old post sorting office on London 
Street. Could demolition be delayed?

The Paddington Cube. 
SAVE has asked for leave to appeal.

ARK ATWOOD ACADEMY ROOF GARDEN SEEKS FUNDING
Andrew Clinch 
Clinch Architects, W12

CLINCH ARCHITECTS has been 
successful in achieving full 
planning permission to build a 
children’s nursery roof-terrace 

garden of some 1,300 ft2 for the Ark 
Atwood Academy, Amberley Road 
London W9 2JY.
The brief was to develop a working 
garden on top of the existing nursery 
roof, replacing an unused space which 
has the potential to be transformed, 
where children could visit during 
their breaks, for teachers to use as a 
classroom extension and an area for 
reading and quiet contemplation. 
Fundamentally, it is a garden, where 
children can learn how to grow, care for 
plants and harvest their produce.  
The garden is also a memorial, with a 
bench to be set within the space, to a 
dearly loved nursery class member who 
passed away in October 2016. This then 
became a project dear to my heart.
Clinch Architects responded to the 
brief by creating a focal point rotunda 
enclosure. Positioned at the end of the 
garden, it is the heart of the scheme, a 
draw to encourage the children to pass 
through the garden.
The rotunda is a semi-open enclosure 
which doubles up as an outdoor 
classroom, inset with a semi-circle 
perimeter bench, which is dedicated to 
the memory of the little girl. A fret cut 
steel disc roof reflects the silhouette of 
leaves and tree canopy, which elegantly 
refracts light into the space. 
A central avenue of mobile planters 
growing fruit and vegetables lines 

the path to the rotunda, screened by 
perimeter  curved planters of 
mature trees and wild flowers.
Children will be involved in planting, 
nurturing and harvesting produce and 
learn basic horticulture by so doing.
A 1.6 metre high opaque safety glass 
balustrading will be fitted to the 
boundary parapet walls, together with 
a new escape staircase, to ensure the 
children’s safety. The screen will also 
have the added benefit of acting as a 
windshield for the plants. 
Our wish list for the future includes 
composting, water butts, a secure shed 
for tools and equipment, a mini green 
house, and to maximise the growing 
space by having raised beds, wooden 
containers and pots.

Essentials are the balustrading, the 
escape staircase, raised beds and the 
timber rotunda.

CURRENT FUNDING 
We need around £75,000 to achieve 
our initial goals. We have secured about 
£35,000 towards this project.
• Ark Atwood Academy - £10,000.
• Friends of Ark Atwood (Academy 

fundraising) - £12,000.
• Greener City Fund (Mayor of London) 

- £9,000.
• School Food Matters - £1,000
• Tesco Bags of Help - £1,500
We are seeking further grants to 
fund this project and are submitting 
applications to Trusts and Foundations. 
Friends of Ark Atwood are also 
committed to fundraising for this 
project within this school year, via cake 
sales, school fairs and other organised 
events. It is a large sum of money to 
raise, but the whole school community 
is committed to seeing the roof garden 
completed and used by its children.
We are also seeking support from local 
businesses who wish to donate time, 
resources or materials to this worthwhile 
project. 
Ideally we would like to aim to 
participate in Open Garden Week as 
well as Open House London.

For further information and/or to 
make a donation please contact: 
Patrizia Lorefice - 07905 496216 or 
patti_abroad@yahoo.com.au
Andrew Clinch - 07561 810 884 or 
designs@clincharchitects.comA plan of the proposed roof garden.

A mood image of the roof garden rotunda.
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Licensing Bayswater
Richard Brown is a solicitor with the Licensing Advice Project at 
Citizens Advice Westminster, based in Paddington. The LAP advises 
Westminster residents on alcohol, entertainment and gambling issues.

LICENSING IN SEBRALAND - THE LATEST APPLICATIONS

Alcohol and entertainment 
licensing can sometimes seem 
like a bit of a political football 
to the general public, and 

indeed to practitioners, kicked about by 
two opposing sides each trying to score 
points against the other.
It certainly seemed so when Licensing 
Act 2003 came into force – apocalyptic 
predictions of 24 hour licensing 
becoming the norm nationwide, with 
an inevitable ensuing collapse in the 
nation’s physical health and moral 
fortitude. There are in fact relatively few 
24 hour licences. In Westminster, 24 
hour licences are generally restricted to 
hotels, and then only to residents of the 
hotel and their guests. 
In any event, issues with the operation of 
the legislation are identified by various 
stakeholders with some regularity. For 
the health lobby, the absence of a ‘public 
health’ licensing objective is the bugbear. 
For the trade, perceived inconsistencies 
in approach in different authorities, or 
indeed within the same authority, are a 
source of frustration. For residents, there 
can be a feeling of being out-gunned by 
a well-resourced applicant.
 All these themes – and many more – 
were to the fore when a House of Lords 
Select Committee scrutinised Licensing 
Act 2003 in 2016-2017. The Select 
Committee’s report was voluminous 
and did not constitute a glowing 
endorsement of the workings of the Act. 
The tome was considered by the Home 
Office, who were not enamoured of the 
more fundamental recommendations 
– for instance, merging the licensing 
regime into the planning regime. The 
Government’s response constitutes a 
block and clearance back in to the Lords’ 

half of the pitch. The Lords debated 
the issue just before Christmas, and 
the ball is once more back in the Home 
Office’s penalty area, bouncing around 
ominously.
 Meanwhile, the work of amenity 
societies and residents responding to 
licence applications continues apace.

LICENCE APPLICATIONS
125 & 127 WESTBOURNE 
PARK ROAD
Some readers will be aware of ‘Lucky7’, a 
premises at 127 Westbourne Park Road 
formerly operated by Tom Conran, a 
scion of Sir Terence. The premises ceased 
trading some time ago. When a premises 
licence holder becomes insolvent, 
the licence lapses. Although it can be 
restored in some circumstances, the 
necessary paperwork was not submitted 
and the licence duly lapsed. 

In due course, the operator of the nearby 
Oak pub (on the corner of Westbourne 
Park Road and Shrewsbury Road) 
applied for a licence for No 127. John 
Zamit’s encyclopaedic knowledge of 
such matters proved very useful, as it 
transpired that the previous licence (and 
hence the application for a new licence) 
covered No 125 next door too, formerly 
a Mexican-themed bar ‘Crazy Homies’.

The new operator proposed a different 
style of operation in the premises, and 
had attempted to tailor the application 
accordingly. SEBRA engaged with the 
applicant  fully to useful effect through 
the application process, and we assisted 
an individual resident. By the time the 
hearing came around, there were only 
two or three unresolved issues and 
the ‘discussion’ nature of the hearing 
resulted in a fair outcome all round.

CONTINENTAL FOOD AND WINE - 
24 CRAVEN ROAD AND PREMISES 
AT 19A CRAVEN ROAD
General stores and newsagents 
commonly apply to be allowed to 
sell alcohol for consumption off the 
premises. Where a licence is already in 
place, the owners sometimes attempt 
to gain a competitive advantage by 
extending those hours. An example of 
the latter was recently taken to a hearing 
in the case of 24 Craven Road. 

The owner sought to extend their licence 
from 11pm to 1am. SEBRA opposed 
this, as did a number of local residents. 
SEBRA attended the hearing and, 
although the application was modified 
somewhat at the hearing, the application 
for extended hours was refused.

An example of the former is currently 
going through the licensing process for 
19a Craven Road. The application is 
consistent with the Council’s Policy on 
hours, but SEBRA will try to ensure that 
if a licence is granted, it appropriately 
regulates the sale of alcohol to deter 
street drinking. 

WASABI - THE LAWN 
PADDINGTON STATION
What is known as ‘The Lawn’ in 
Paddington Station has undergone a 
significant facelift in the last year or so, 
and there are a number of new food and 
drink outlets. 

One such is a branch of Wasabi, 
who have applied to sell alcohol. The 
application is quite open-ended, seeking 
to sell alcohol from 7am without 
food. This is probably not the ultimate 
intention, and SEBRA have indicated that 
they would be happy for the applicant to 
contact them to see if agreement can be 
reached. Although this did not happen, 
SEBRA became aware of the proposed 
conditions and reached an agreement 
with the applicant  which addressed their 
remaining concerns.

THE VICTORIA,  
STRATHEARN PLACE;  
THE SWAN, BAYSWATER ROAD 
These two well-known pubs have 
been recently closed for major internal 
refurbishments and will reopen shortly, 
having obtained the necessary licensing 
and planning approvals.

4 KINGDOM STREET - 
PADDINGTON CENTRAL
The Paddington Central development 
has an increasing number of alcohol 
licences, and another has been applied 
for under an office block at the north 
west end of the development, adjacent 
to the Pergola food court. 

Both the local amenity societies – 
SEBRA and Paddington Waterways and 
Maida Vale Society – have met with the 
applicants and SEBRA and are trying to 
iron out the minutiae of the application 
to assess its likely impact on residents in 
the adjoining area.

AND FINALLY…
Should you wish to raise a glass to the 
happy couple come the next Royal 
Wedding in May, you will probably 
be able to do so until 1am, as the 
Government is highly likely to use a part 
of Licensing Act 2003 which enables

it to make a general extension of hours 
for ‘events of local or international 
importance’. Licence conditions would 
still apply.
Feel free to contact the Licensing Advice 
Project for advice or representation 
on a specific application or if you are 
experiencing problems with a licensed 
premises. Contact details are below:

Richard Brown 
Citizens Advice Westminster 
21a Conduit Place 
London 
W2 1HS 
licensing@westminstercab.org.uk 
020 7706 6029
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Traffic Bayswater
UPDATES ON THE CYCLE SUPERHIGHWAY AND THE CYCLE QUIETWAY
Latest from John Walton

CYCLE SUPERHIGHWAY

This is the one, segregated from 
other traffic, that runs from east 
to west – through Parliament 
Square, past Buckingham 

Palace, alongside Hyde Park’s Carriage 
Drives, then reaching Bayswater Road 
and the southernmost section of 
Westbourne Terrace. 

The narrowing of these two streets 
plus new and complex road junctions 
have led to traffic jams, hooting and 
diversions of traffic into local streets, 
over a wide area (see the story on page 
110 of the Autumn 2017 issue).  We said 
there that SEBRA, together with PRACT 
(Paddington Residents’ Active Concern 
on Transport), and our neighbouring 
Group, the Hyde Park Estate Association 
(HPEA), were pressing both Westminster 
City Council and Transport for London 
for urgent remedial action.

Early in February we all attended a site 
meeting with Tony Devenish AM (our 
elected representative on the Greater 
London Assembly) and three Westminster 
City Councillors, to meet Nigel Hardy, a 
senior person at Transport for London 
(TfL). We cannot say, unfortunately, that 
the meeting was successful. TfL said 
afterwards that they still want to wait a 
bit longer, to see if traffic problems will 
settle down over time. 

However, if the problems persist TfL 
have, as a result of the meeting, agreed 
to review the design of the junctions 
in Westbourne Street, including that 
with Bayswater Road, with the aim of 
increasing their capacity. With higher 
capacity, traffic both in Bayswater 
Road itself and that heading towards 
Bayswater Road in Westbourne Street 
would flow more easily. PRACT made 
some suggestions on how this might 
be done.

The confusion about which traffic lane 
to get into in Westbourne Street still 
persists – despite new signing – leading 
to hooting and the risk of accidents. On 
this, Westminster Councillors were asked 
to commission a further review of the 
signage.

It appears, however, that TfL do not want 
to follow up PRACT’s other suggestion 
about improving the flow of eastbound 
traffic in Bayswater Road and reducing 
the long queues there, by a widening 
of the approach to the junction with 
Lancaster Terrace. 

One specific problem in the SEBRA area, 
missed in our earlier report, is a very 
marked increase of traffic in Westbourne 
Crescent, especially in the evening peak, 
which naturally concerns the people 
living there, see the letter on page 4. 
I can confirm this from frequent personal 
observation. The reason for it is plain – 
previously, cars leaving Marble Arch and 
heading either for the A40 (Westway) 
or for the local area further west, would 
mostly stay on Bayswater Road up to 

the junction with Lancaster Terrace, and 
would then take Gloucester Terrace. 
They would then either turn left at the 
junction with Craven Road, or go straight 
on towards the A40 or elsewhere. 

Now, because of the choke in 
Bayswater Road, many more vehicles 
turn off Bayswater Road earlier, and 
pass through the area of our neighbours 
in the Hyde Park Estate, so as to 
reach Sussex Gardens. They then take 
Westbourne Crescent, and turn right 
from it into Gloucester Terrace. In 
consequence, there is potential danger 
at this junction, where vehicles coming 
out of Westbourne Crescent must cross 
heavy traffic going along Gloucester 
Terrace. 

A remedy is unfortunately much more 
difficult, but anything that can be done 
to reduce the amount of traffic rat 
running through the Hyde Park Estate 
will also reduce traffic in Westbourne 
Crescent. Our neighbours of the HPEA 
are pressing strongly for this to be done, 
with our support.

A brief update on our report 
on page 43 of the Autumn 
2017 issue. A SEBRA member 
has queried with the City 

Council whether the new speed limit 
in Gloucester Terrace (between Craven 
Road and Bishop’s Bridge Road) is 
having much effect.
Later, I told the Council that the two 
flashing signs, reminding drivers of the 
20 mph speed limit, were not working. In 
response, the Council said that a fault in 
these signals had been rectified (it had),

and also that they were monitoring 
speeds at these points. Their data 
showed that the average speed was 
around 21-23mph, considered to be 
within acceptable limits. They said that 
the monitoring would continue. 

However, an average over 20 mph does 
of course mean that some vehicles are 
going faster. It occurs to me that this 
probably happens at times when traffic 
is light, which also tends to be when 
accidents at the junctions occur.

We are glad that the flashing signs are 
now working as they seem to have a 
marked effect, given that drivers are still 
unfamiliar with the new lower speed 
limits. We are also pleased to see that 
recently roundels, showing ‘20 mph’, 
have been installed on the surface of 
the carriageway at the main and side 
entrances to the part of Gloucester 
Terrace having this lower speed limit.  

Two additional ‘slow’ markings on the 
northbound carriageway of Gloucester 
Terrace, before reaching the priority 
junctions with side roads, are expected, 
but at the time of writing are still 
missing.

CYCLE ‘QUIETWAY’ FROM 
BAYSWATER ROAD TO 
EDGWARE ROAD

This runs through our area and 
along Sussex Gardens, starting 
from Bayswater Road (near its 
junction with Palace Court) 

and running to Edgware Road at its 
junction with Burwood Place, see page 
111 of the Autumn issue. It will not be 
segregated from other traffic.
Preparation of the western section along 
local roads is well under way. The layout 
with a new cycle lane in Porchester 
Gardens (between Queensway and 
Inverness Terrace) was completed just 
before Christmas. There will be a small 
build-out on the south side of the zebra 
crossing over Craven Road, near to its 
junction with Craven Terrace.
Work is slowly progressing in the eastern 
section, which is along Sussex Gardens 
and at its eastern end diverts to Norfolk 
Crescent and Burwood Place. It is due to 
be finished by the end of May.

The additional signage in Westbourne Street continues to confuse motorists.

Completed work on the Cycle "Quietway" on Queensway  
at the junction with Porchester Gardens.

UPDATE ON THE 20 MPH SPEED LIMIT IN GLOUCESTER TERRACE

Gloucester Terrace - 20 mph signs (shown above) are now  
functioning an appear to be having some effect.
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Your Letters
We welcome your letters on any subject that you feel might be of interest to the readers of  
SEBRA NEWS W2. 
Send your contributions to: editor@sebra.org.uk or by post to John Zamit, Chairman (address 
on page 2). Please note that contributions may be subject to minor editorial changes. Please 
include your full contact details.
The writer of the "Star Letter" in each edition will be presented with six bottles of wine.

In less than two months, on 3 May, 
many SEBRA member will have their 
chance to vote in the Local Elections 
for Westminster City Council. Seldom 

has there been so much at stake.
This time the elections are not just about 
Local Councillors and Local Issues. They 
are also a significant national event, which 
will influence government policy on the 
two vital issues: "Austerity" and "Europe". 
And this is because, unfortunately, our 

local government system is dominated 
by the same party politics as our national 
government. (Indeed, for some of our 
Councillors, that has provided their 
subsequent career path).
There is no doubt that one of the effects 
of ten years of "austerity" has been to 
reduce dramatically the real value flow 
of funding from Central Government 
into local government and social welfare. 
The result is hurting millions of people, 
and nowhere more than in areas of 
Westminster, which, contrary to public 
myth, has substantial pockets of poverty 
and social need.
The effect of current government policy 
on "Europe" is to threaten the stability of 
our economy, discourage investment and 
reduce much needed immigration, which is 
not only needed for our economic growth, 
but is vital to our social services, all of 
which are suffering from staff shortages.
But apparently, even as the "Brexit Crisis" 
worsens, and "Austerity" bites deeper, 
this government is listening to other 
voices and these appear to be more 
concerned with "Pride in Prejudice" and 
blue passports for some "Blue Yonder".

So, if you want to change this state of 
affairs and remind the Government that 
there are millions of voices, especially 
here in London, with a more sensible 
and humane agenda, then now is your 
opportunity.

Make your voice clear at these Local 
Elections, both for Westminster and for 
our whole country.

USE YOUR VOTE!
Edmund Hornby
Westbourne Terrace, W2

LOCAL ELECTIONS AND NATIONAL ISSUES

Chairman's note: Readers might like 
to know that Lord Kitchener was the 
cousin of the author's grandmother.

Join SEBRA
SEBRA welcomes new members, 

whether local residents,  those 
working in the area, businesses 
or other organisations with a 

connection to Bayswater.

We're continually working towards the  
improvement of life in our unique part 
of London and we enjoy considerable 
influence with Westminster City Council, 
Transport for London (Tfl) and Crossrail. 

For more than 45 years we’ve helped 
to preserve the essence of Bayswater, 

making our voices heard when planning 
applications have flown in the face of 
common sense, but equally we’ve strongly 
supported developments that benefit the 
area and improve the public realm.

If you’d like to be involved with 
SEBRA please take out a membership. 
Subscriptions rates are very low and you’ll 
be helping us continue a job that we 
genuinely feel has brought great benefits 
to those who live in, work in, or visit 
Bayswater.. 

A membership application form can 
be found overleaf and once completed 
please send it to SEBRA Chairman John 
Zamit.

SEBRA members receive our magazine 
SEBRA NEWS W2 three times each year. 
We also host a very popular summer 
garden party and AGM each autumn.

If our readers have any questions about 
membership or any other aspects of the 
work that SEBRA undertakes then please 
email us: membership@sebra.org.uk

IN SUPPORT OF THE 
PADDINGTON CUBE

I am a 13 year old resident and have 
been living in Bayswater all of my 
life. The issue with your plan to 
stop the Cube by Renzo Piano is 

that Praed Street has become to put it 
simply 'decrepit'. It is littered with fast 
food shops, tourist pound shops and 
money exchanges.
I love my area and to see it in this state 
truly saddens me. This is why I don't 
fully approve of your distaste for the  
Paddington Cube. I believe that while 
the building is not entirely a Renzo Piano 
masterpiece, it is still vital for the area. 
With the arrival of Crossrail and all 
opportunities, it is vital that the moment 

is seized and the Renzo Piano building 
should be built as it will increase the 
overall quality of living in Bayswater as 
well as an increase in property value for 
residents while also bringing in houses 
for new residents. Surely anything should 
be better than an empty building. 
Overall the building should be built as 
it will constitute to a rise in value of the 
area meaning that the surrounding space 
is redeveloped into a luxury high street 
such as Regent Street and conclusively 
benefiting the current residents of 
Bayswater while also creating the 
council's quota of new houses which 
must be met.

Santiago
Resident, W2

IT'S BAYSWATER, NOT 
DOWNTOWN DELHI!

I have just returned from a trip to 
India, a fascinating  country with 
many contrasts. Much progress has 
been made, but  I was dismayed 

by the terrible pollution in Delhi and 
other cities like Agra - acknowledged 
by the Indian government as a major 
health threat, especially to the old and 
very young.  
This is mainly due to heavy traffic, and 
the enormous increase in the number of 

motor bikes which have replaced bicycles 
as the vehicle of choice by  young men. 
The bikes zoom through the narrow 
streets at high speed, emitting fumes, 
and deafening noise, and there seems to 
be no control of any kind. 
Returning home to Bayswater, I was 
once again appalled by the number 
of delivery motorbikes with L plates  
zooming down Westbourne Grove at 
high speed, stopping on double yellow 
lines to collect food from restaurants 
or fast food outlets. Hereford Road is 
used as a race track, especially in the 
evenings.  
The London Mayor makes big promises 
about reducing traffic pollution in central 
London, but Westminster council seems  
unwilling to take action. The licensing 
committee should be more proactive 
in ensuring that conditions imposed  
on Deliveroo and others are properly 
observed, and our Bayswater councillors 
should come to the Grove on a Friday or 
Saturday night. 
May I remind them that this is a 
conservation area, not downtown Delhi 
or Manhattan.

Action, please!

Sally Sampson
Hereford Road, W2
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APPLICATION TO JOIN SEBRA - SOUTH EAST BAYSWATER RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
Membership is open to individuals, households and organisations, residents associations and businesses, 

Please complete in BLOCK CAPITALS. Please delete as applicable.
I / We / My organisation would like to apply for Standard / Concession / Residents' Association / Business

Your name: Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms / Other   ________________________________________________________

Spouse/Partner: Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms / Other   ________________________________________________________

Or name of organisation / business:  ________________________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Post Code: ______________Telephone: ___________________________ Mobile: ____________________________

E-mail:  _____________________________________________________
(From time to time SEBRA sends information to members by e-mail).

Data protection: Please tick here [  ] if you DO NOT AGREE to SEBRA recording your details electronically.
(No information you give us will be shared with any other organisation).

Signature ________________________________________ Date ______/_____/______

Annual Subscription. Please tick: Standard £10 [  ] Concession £5 [  ] Residents’ Association or Business £25 [  ]

Additional Donation £ ________  (Donations are gratefully received).

I /We enclose a cheque/cash for £ ________ Please make cheques payable to ‘SEBRA’ and return this form to:

John Zamit, Chairman, SEBRA, 2 Claremont Court, Queensway, London W2 5HX
Telephone: 020 7727 6104 Mobile: 07768 068277 E-mail: chairman@sebra.org.uk

Payment can also be made by Bank Transfer or PayPal. Please email chairman@sebra.org.uk for details.  
Further information can be found at: www.sebra.org.uk/join-sebra

South East Bayswater Residents’ Association (SEBRA) 
is recognised by Westminster City Council as an official 
amenities association and enjoys great influence in the 
borough of Westminster.

SEBRA is consulted by WCC on local planning applications as 
well as traffic and licensing. Our fields of interest encompass: 
Protecting the environment, traffic and transport, refuse 
and recycling, planning and licensing, crime prevention and 
community affairs.
We host a large garden party every summer which provides a 
wonderful opportunity for us to engage with our members. 
It’s also a great way for members to  meet other members and to 
interact with our MPs, Westminster City Councillors and officers.
SEBRA holds a well-attended AGM every autumn, which as well 
as dealing with official business, is a very sociable occasion.

We are a founding member of PRACT (Paddington Residents’ 
Active Concern on Transport), which is comprised of: 
SEBRA, Bayswater Residents’ Association, Hyde Park Estate 
Association and the Paddington Waterways and Maida Vale 
Society.

SEBRA NEWS W2 is the official magazine of the South East 
Bayswater Residents’ Association and is published three times 
per annum: spring, summer and autumn.

The magazine represents a compilation of opinions from across 
the local community and is published and distributed to all its 
members, across Westminster City Council and further afield.

We continue to invite local residents, businesses, and 
the broader community to become SEBRA members and 
contribute to SEBRA NEWS W2.

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP:
Concessions:   £5.00 
Standard:  £10.00
Business: £25.00
Residents' Associations: £25.00 
Email:  membership@sebra.org.uk

DONATIONS ALWAYS WELCOME
An application form to join SEBRA 
can be found on the opposite page.

GENERAL INFORMATION:
Contact: John Zamit, Chairman
Phone: 020 7727 6104
Mobile: 07768 068277 
Email: chairman@sebra.org.uk
Address: 2 Claremont Court,
 Queensway, London
 W2 5HX

NEXT EDITION: The Summer 2018 edition of SEBRA NEWS W2 is due to be published on Friday 8 June 2018. 
 The LAST date for contributions is Friday 11 May 2018.

DISCLAIMER:  The views expressed in this publication are those of the writer and are not necessarily those of SEBRA, its   
 Officers, its Committee Members. (Editorial control is the responsibility of SEBRA Chairman John Zamit).

COPYRIGHT: All content Copyright © 2018 - The South East Bayswater Residents’ Association.

About SEBRA

A FINE EVENING OF JAZZ 
AT THE LANCASTER HALL 
HOTEL

Yesterday evening I attended a 
Jazz and Prosecco event at the 
Lancaster Hall Hotel in Craven 
Terrace. 

I enjoyed it tremendously and 
thought that all of the performers 
were outstanding. Last time I was 
disappointingly unable to go as I was 
heavily involved with the probate work 
in respect of my late husband, Bill Parry.
I plan to go each time in future and 
in fact won two tickets for the next 
performance!!
I understand you were there but I was 
sitting at the front and didn't see you. 
(Anne is referring to SEBRA Chairman John 
Zamit, to whom she wrote this letter).  
I found everyone very charming and 
hospitable and I was treated like an 
honoured guest.
Thank you for bringing this excellent 
event to my notice.

Anna Herd
Kildare Gardens, W2

Chairman's Note:

We're very pleased 
that Anna enjoyed 
her evening 
of Jazz at The 

Lancaster Hall Hotel. 
The events are organised by 
Colin Craven, who is a SEBRA 
member and a supporter of 
this magazine.
As you'll see from the image 
here, another concert is 
taking place on 24 April at 
the same venue at 7:00pm. 
It features singer Lola G 
and tickets cost £14.00.

Please contact Colin: 
colincraven@gmail.com 
for further information.

Following this concert 
there's a Jazz event 
on 24 May, and we'll 
have details of that 
in a future mailing to 
SEBRA members.




