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From the
Chairman

SEBRA SUMMER GARDEN PARTY

4 July 2016 - Cleveland Square 6:30pm
Call John Zamit for Tickets - 07768 068 277

Don't forget:
This year’s 
SEBRA AGM
Weds 23 Nov
Porchester Hall
6:30pm for 7pm

Welcome to this bumper 
issue of SEBRA NEWS W2 
which a great deal of time 
and effort has gone into. 

We've built upon the redesign of the 
last issue but still invite comments and 
suggestions.

I'd like to thank all of the many 
contributors and advertisers but my 
particular thanks go to our new editor 
Steve Olive. As well as editing the 
magazine, Steve is also responsible for 
much of the photography. It's our aim to 
add a splash more colour to these pages, 
but we're also widening our topics. 
The article about the two Serpentine 
Galleries is an example of this.

Mayor Sadiq Khan
Congratulations to new Mayor Sadiq 
Khan on a resounding victory. The "Son 
of a Muslim bus driver from Tooting" 
beating off "Born with a silver spoon 
in his mouth" Zac Goldsmith made a 
great story, though Zac's campaign was 
not helped by some racial undertones. 
When you look at the diverse population 
of London maybe the victory and the 
turnout was not that much a surprise. 

We wish Mr Khan the best of luck 
on fulfilling his election promises but 
cutting pollution and delivering more 
affordable housing will not be easy.

The Paddington Pole
There's little to report except that 
the applicants appointed a new PR 

company, Hardhat Communications 
to undertake dialogue with interested 
parties. They met with local councillors, 
amenity associations, Paddington BID, 
businesses and schools but no proposed 
plans were shown. They explained that 
they were "sounding out" views and 
their client had not decided what form 
any new scheme would take.

SEBRA made its views clear that 
the site next to Paddington Station was 
not appropriate for a tall building and 
was against the council's 'tall buildings' 
adopted policy. We also said we were 
looking for affordable housing on site 
or in immediate area and that we were 
not against offices. We welcomed 
improvements to the access to the 
Bakerloo line but felt other parties 
should be funding these improvements.

We believe there will be a public 
exhibition of the latest proposals in 
September and afterwards a formal 
application will be submitted.

The "Bulbous Blockhouse"
As you can see from our cover this is a 
major news item but as we go to press 
we have no idea which way the decision 
will go. (See page 74 for more details).

Whiteleys
For those who have not heard the news, 
Whiteleys was granted planning consent 
at end of April to carry out a major 
development. The proposal involved a 
total demolition of the existing buildings

except the imposing listed façade on 
Queensway and Porchester Gardens.

We have been unable to get a 
statement from the owners but would 
imagine that they are not too happy 
with planning decision as they had to 
delete two floors from the towers facing 
Kensington Gardens Square.

When any large development gets 
planning consent rumours fly that the 
property is on the market. Whiteleys is 
no exception but we are confident that it 
is not on the market, 

SEBRA Summer Party
We are celebrating on 4th July with a 
BBQ on American Independence Day. 
We've booked the sunshine and look 
forward to greeting our members and 
guests.



4 www.sebra.org.uk

SAFETY VALVE

Safety Valve

GWR 4900 Class Locomotive No. 4936 “Kinlet Hall”.
Built in 1929, she’s pictured at Bishops Lydeard Station.

This popular forum enables SEBRA and its members to "blow off steam" about anything 
affecting their lives, activities and freedoms and those of other local residents and 
local businesses. In this edition our contributors consider an architect review panel, 
discuss an accident blackspot, the cycle superhighway and many other subjects. 
If you’d like to have your say please email: safetyvalve@sebra.org.uk

The Whiteleys application has now 
passed through all the various 
stages and the development will 
now proceed to hopefully being 

completed in four years time.
  On behalf of Save Whiteleys Heritage, 

I wish to thank SEBRA, and in particular, 
John Zamit, for all the help provided. This 
has been greatly appreciated by all of us. 
We also wish to thank the many heritage 
societies and others who helped us during 
our campaign.

  For the record let me detail what the 
Heritage Societies had to say about the 
architectural features of Whiteleys.

Whiteleys Grade II Listed 
Historic Landmark Building

  Bayswater has very few listed public 
buildings of historic interest. Whiteleys is 
one of these historic landmark buildings. 
It is part of the history of Queensway and 
Bayswater and has been at the centre of 
the lives of communities living in London 
and beyond for over a hundred years. 

The Victorian Society  eloquently states 
in its letter of 22 January to Westminster 
Council, “The most significant elements of 
the listed building and its interior. These 
include the circular and octagonal domes 
and, beneath, their corresponding atria". 

Within the circular atrium, accessed 
by way of the impressive main entrance 
vestibule, is a handsome spiral staircase. 
Although they have been restored over 
the decades, the atria remain largely in 
their original form and together they 
provide an eloquent and dramatic 
evocation of the spatial and sequential 
grandeur of the building’s interior.

Their significance lies not so much 
in the aesthetic interest of each of the 

surviving elements – attractive though 
they are – as it does in their carefully 
choreographed arrangement and the 
experience that arrangement permits. 

The extent of loss of historic fabric 
would be seriously harmful to the integrity 
of the building. As noted above, while the 
1980s redevelopment entailed the loss of 
a large portion of the former Whiteleys 
store, it did nonetheless preserve some 
of its more significant elements.

WHITELEYS  - A  MISSED  OPPORTUNITY?

Carl Montgomery 
Westbourne Street W2
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The loss of those elements proposed to 
be demolished would erode the interest of 
the building to a critical degree and would 
render it a mere historic veneer. The 
relocation of the staircase and entrance 
vestibule screen, and the re-siting of 
the circular dome would fail to preserve 
their significance, which lies in their 
being experienced sequentially and as an 
ensemble. This space was, and remains, 
the most significant in the building and 
it must be preserved. 

Shopping at Whiteleys was really 
an experience, and an unrivalled and 
unique one, and an experience that 
made it renowned. The drama and spatial 
grandeur of the two atria were literally and 
metaphorically central to the experience 
of shopping there.                                                                                                                                    

Historic England  echo the sentiments 
expressed by The Victorian Society,

“The central and octagonal atria along 
with the grand central staircase make a 
clear aesthetic contribution to the building’s 
special interest. Both atria and their 
respective domes, are clearly an intrinsic part 
of the original interior design of Whiteleys; 
providing drama and grandeur along the 
intended processional route through the 
building. These atria provide a tangible 
link to the architects, Joass and Belcher’s 
original design and their loss is considered 
particularly regrettable.” 

Gavin Stamp wrote in the Architectural 
Journal following the building’s restoration 
in the 1980s,  “In terms of architecture, 
what most impressed contemporaries was 
the spatial grandeur of the interior, which 
was articulated by  -  two ‘rotundas’ - 
galleried internal spaces rising the whole 
height of the building and covered by  glazed 
domes.”   

It is for this reason that the 1980s 
refurbishment retained the atria and 
domes.  That the 1980’s refurb was so 

much more sensitive than that currently 
proposed.

 Whiteleys had several heritage features 
which were a source of great pleasure to 
the community. We detail below what will 
happen to each of these features –
• The central round dome will be raised 

by two floors and will have a glass 
canopy at the second floor level. This 
will greatly diminish the significance of 
this historic feature.

• The magnificent octagonal glass 
dome will be removed and regrettably 
lost forever. We wonder could it not 
be incorporated somewhere in the 
development, such as the Hotel. This 
could make a distinctive feature for the 
hotel restaurant.

• The Italianate staircase will be moved 
to the side of the building where the 
hotel is situated.

• The central screen will also be moved 
to the north side forming the entrance 
to the new hotel.
Looking to the future what we will have 

is a different concept for Whiteleys.

It will have shops, restaurants and cafés 
opening on to Queensway and at the 
rear shops, a cinema complex entrance 
opening on to the new courtyard. We 
suggest that there ought to be a few 
benches in the courtyard. This would 
create a nice community atmosphere.

We ought to understand that the 
objectives of property developers are 
different. For them, Whiteleys is a job 
to complete, make a profit and get on 
to the next project. We suggest to the 
current developers of Whiteleys, now that 
they have obtained permission for the 
development, they should consider selling 
the site on to somebody who would be 
more considerate to the heritage of this 
historic landmark building. 

The developers can then go on to 
develop other buildings in Porchester 
Gardens and in Queensway opposite 
Whiteleys. For this they would get our 
support. 

SAVE  WHITELEYS  HERITAGE 
savewhiteleysheritage@yahoo.co.uk
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As a very concerned resident 
of this beautiful area I would 
like to express a few of my 
concerns regarding things that 

are happening in W2.

 Firstly, may I say I applaud the 
Chairman’s message in the Spring 
Edition (issue 86) of SEBRA NEWS W2. 
Alongside Mr Zamit, I too fail to 
understand why the views on local 
development between the council and 
the residents remain poles apart.

I am assuming there are financial 
benefits for various parties involved 
but this is an assumption. I would be 
delighted to stand corrected on this 
as it is a fairly cynical view on my part 
and somewhat distressing to imagine 
that “fat cats” benefit from the painful 
sacrifices local residents have to make in 
order for the aforementioned “fat cats”  
to “hit target”.

However, on weaving my way 
through traffic cones, stepping over 
rubble, following re-direction signs 
for pedestrians and stepping around 
appalling debris that lies around the 
entire area surrounding and cutting 
through Kensington Gardens, I cross the 
Serpentine Bridge and head towards 
Bayswater Road overwhelmed by a 
strong conviction that someone is 
making a lot of money out of the chaos 
they have created in our park and the 
devastating mess that accompanies this 
work to create a Cycle Superhighway.

On every van is the name of the 
company who is benefiting from this 
heartbreaking upheaval in our park and 
one can only imagine that people in 
high places are doing very well out of 
it.  Whatever other possible reason can 
there be for this devastation? 

Most recently, I've become gravely 
concerned about potential transfer 
of traffic from Westbourne Terrace to 
Gloucester Terrace. As stated in the 
"Traffic Bayswater" section of SEBRA 
NEWS W2, Gloucester Terrace does not 
have set-back frontages and we would 
be seriously affected by this transfer of 
traffic. 

We have south-facing bay windows 
at the front of the lower ground floor 
flats along Gloucester Terrace and 
many of us have made features of these 
windows. We greatly enjoy them as 
patio/garden areas with hanging baskets 
and a variety of plants and flowers, all 
of which add to the aesthetic value of 
living where we do.

Aside from the noise and disruption 
of heavier traffic along Gloucester 
Terrace, the pollution levels would 
increase dramatically providing a serious 
health risk for all residents and certainly 
affecting our outdoor space in all the 
bay window areas.

I was also somewhat distressed 
yesterday when, on getting off my bus 
at Lancaster Gate, I crossed Bayswater 
Road to reach Gloucester Terrace only 
to find the entire central island where 
we cross has been dug up. A tree is 
being removed and two smaller islands 
are to be built in its place narrowing 
Bayswater Road to a single lane of traffic 
from Marble Arch towards Holland Park. 

At this point words fail me.  
Admittedly, it was a lone, Eastern 
European workman who I accosted and 
interrogated there yesterday and the 
poor gentleman’s English was not very 
good. Still, I gathered from the jumble 
of words he was desperately trying to 
communicate with that this is what in 
fact is happening here.  Right now.

Again, I fail to understand how this 
can truly be the case?  What about the 
buses  for whom this route is essential – 
not to mention the commuters.  As we 
all recognise, there are people who are 
not physically able to cycle to work or to 
the shops, or anywhere.  These people 
will still, despite what Boris Johnson 
has done to our beloved London, have 
to drive and/or be driven to their 
destinations.

I have lived in Gloucester Terrace 
for thirty years and owned my property 
there since 1997. I’m not opposed 
to change and development – on the 
contrary, I welcome it if change will 
benefit those of us who live here and 
so deeply love and treasure this area of 
London.

However, every day brings news of a 
further disruption to our area, a further 
delay, a further sacrifice we will all have 
to make as residents living our lives in 
W2.  Add to this the debate about what 
is yet to be done to our magnificent 
Whiteleys and Queensway itself and 
you are left wondering if someone has 
actually got it in for us.

I would advise anyone who feels 
as unsettled, distressed and plain 
and simply frustrated by all these 
developments as I do to please write to 
the council, take photographs of what 
you are living through and ask all and 
every question you have about what is 
happening to our area.

THE CYCLE SUPERHIGHWAY
“SOMEONE IS MAKING A LOT OF MONEY OUT OF THE CHAOS”
Antonia Gialerakis 
Gloucester Terrace W2

John Walton replies to Antonia 
 Our latest update on negotiations 

about the so-called East-West cycling 
‘superhighway’ is on pages 80/81. 
It is part of a London-wide complex 
that has been on the stocks for three 
years, but even so regrettably has been 
badly publicised. I will send her the 
reference. Unlike some of the property 
developments it is, however, in a good 
cause. 

    Inevitably improvements of safety 
for cyclists have some impact on others. 
SEBRA and PRACT have strived to limit 
this, with some success. On buses, 
Transport for London (TfL) maintains 
that its improved system of traffic light 
control all over London will limit delays 
to a few minutes at worst. That is open 
to doubt. 

However, eastbound buses will have 
a shorter journey, because they can go 
directly along Bayswater Road. The first 
stage, so far as Craven Road, will reduce 
capacity for vehicles in the southern 
section of Westbourne Terrace, but 
other changes, particularly narrowing 
of Bayswater Road in both directions 
between Victoria Gate and Westbourne 
Street, as well as the narrowing to one 
eastbound lane west of the junction with 
Lancaster Terrace, will reduce through 
traffic in peak hours. 

TfL claim therefore that diversion of 
peak-hour traffic to adjacent streets 
will be limited. That is uncertain but, 
be that as it may, what happens about 
traffic diversions outside peak hours is 
a major worry.     
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“BROTHERS” - A NEW ADDITION TO THE CITY OF SCULPTURE 

In a bumper edition of this section we take an extensive look at The Serpentine Galleries, 
feature an article on two of Bayswater’s “Shining Lights”, explore the work of stonemasons 
and The Royal Parks, discover some “Recycling Champions” and find out about Hallfield 
School’s Royal adventure, plus much more...

Around Bayswater

David Breuer-Weil’s latest 
sculpture, “Brothers”, is now 
on display for a year at Marble 
Arch as the latest addition 

to Westminster’s “City of Sculpture” 
initiative.

The six metre-high resin sculpture, 
represents the joining together of two 
separate but connected individuals, in 
this case, siblings. 

In this heavily-textured piece, London 
artist, Breuer-Weil explores the duality 
of the human character and the notion 

that everyone is made up of both good 
and evil.

“I believe that every person has the 
capacity for both elements. I like the idea 
that when you communicate with another 
person you are also seeing a reflection of 
yourself, of your own humanity.

My communicators, my brothers are 
communicating in a very physical and 
intimate way.”

In a nod to the location of this 
monumental piece the figures come 
together to form an arch.

Breuer-Weil says: “I want the viewer 
to see the arch from underneath, to look 
upwards at this moment of communication 
because such a connection is a form of hope 
that we can be understood by ourselves or 
another person. The image is a physical 
embodiment of the joining of minds.”

To date the City of Sculpture programme 
has benefited from the involvement 
of more than 15 galleries, as well as a 
number of individual artists, spanning 20 
sites across Westminster.

Councillor Robert Davis MBE DL, 
Deputy Leader, and Cabinet Member 
for the Built Environment, said: 

“As custodians of this fantastic city, 
Westminster City Council is passion-
ate in its efforts to turn Westminster 
into London’s most celebrated open air 
gallery, providing residents and visitors 
with a unique opportunity to interact 
with public art of all shapes and sizes in 
some of London’s most iconic locations.  
Consequently, we are delighted to see 
the successful installation of this latest 
sculpture ‘Brothers’ by David Breuer-
Weil, at Marble Arch as part of our City 
of Sculpture programme.
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Our hugely charitable neigh-
bourhood hotel, Lancaster 
London on Lancaster Terrace, 
W2, is continuing its support 

for local churches, schools and residents 
associations, the homeless and St Mary’s 
Hospital, as well as undertaking voluntary 
work.

Throughout 2015, Lancaster London 
led the way in community spirit with its 
innovative Lancaster London Community 
Consortium. The hotel soared past its 
pledge of £12,500 to raise £14,000 for 
its selected charities. To equal its financial 
support, Lancaster London went above 
and beyond by matching the money raised 
with many hours of voluntary staff time 
– an initiative to be replicated by staff 
again this year. 

Lancaster London’s staff members also 
embarked on countless projects including 
the hotel’s painters and decorators paint-
ing houses for victims of domestic vio-
lence, staff taking regular visits to schools 
to talk about the different roles of the 
hotel’s honey bees, plus staff spending 
time stuffing envelopes for COSMIC’s 
quarterly newsletters. Additionally, the 
hotel hosted two complimentary gath-
erings which were staffed by hotel vol-
unteers. 

This year the local charities which are 
being supported by the hotel include: 
Vital Regeneration, a young people career 
developments charity; Woman’s Trust, a 
charity which supports women recov-
ering from domestic abuse; COSMIC, 
the Children of St Mary’s Intensive Care 
charity; West London Day Centre, a day 
centre which provides a range of essential 
services for people sleeping rough; and 
SleepSmart, a campaign for the homeless 
by adding a voluntary £1 to guest’s hotel 
bills.  Lancaster London hopes to raise 
£15k through a number of charity raising 
events and the generosity of its guests.

Additionally, Lancaster London will 
continue to cultivate bees on its roof 
as part of its commitment to corporate 

social responsibility. The hotel was the 
first in London to have beehives on its 
roof, with the bees producing ‘Lancaster 
London Honey’ which can be sampled in 
some of the dishes in Island Grill. 

The honey is champagne coloured and 
has an interesting citrus finish due to the 
bees pollinating the lime trees in Hyde 
Park opposite the hotel. 

Every year, Lancaster London hosts 
the London Honey Show which is now 
an established annual event that promotes 

awareness of urban beekeeping and the 
best practice for keeping bees. This year 
the London Honey Show will be held on 
Sunday, 16 October 2016.

The Community Ambassador, Margaret 
Pollock admirably volunteered to sleep 
rough in London for one night to raise 
funds. In 2016, Margaret will be joined 
by Lancaster London’s very own General 
Manager, Sally Beck. With such dedicated 
leaders, it is no wonder the hotel has 
established itself as a key CSR player in 
the UK’s hospitality industry.  

The Consortium’s Ambassador Marga-
ret Pollock said, “The staff at Lancaster 
London are fantastic and take an active 
role in making sure the programme runs 
to its full potential by getting involved 
with schools, residents’ associations and 
churches, as well as the chosen charities. 
We approach the coming year with great 
enthusiasm and excitement, and hope to 
exceed all our goals.”

With CSR at the forefront of Lancaster 
London’s business operations, the hotel’s 
Executive Chef Ben Purton is participating 
in Chefs Adopt a School through the Royal 
Academy of Culinary Arts.  As part of this 
programme, he will teach local school chil-
dren about food, as well as inviting them 
to visit the hotel’s kitchens.

Lancaster London’s General Manager 
Sally Beck concluded, “We live and breathe 
the hotel’s mantra ‘We always care’.  With 
this in mind we always place 110% into our 
charitable endeavours and our aim during 
2016 is to exceed the exceptional results 
of last year.”  

Lancaster London Hotel
Lancaster Terrace, London W2 2TY
020 7551 6000
www.lancasterlondon.com

LANCASTER LONDON CONSORTIUM SUPPORTING FIVE LOCAL CHARITIES

Photo - Richard Twilton

Honey Pannacotta - Made with VERY local honey
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Serpentine Galleries
Two galleries in Kensington Gardens, separated by The Serpentine Bridge, bring an ever-
changing collection of contemporary art for visitors to explore. Well over 2,000 artists, 
including many of world renown, have exhibited since the opening of The Serpentine Gallery 
in 1970 and The Serpentine Sackler Gallery in 2013.

The Serpentine Gallery
Located to the south of The Serpentine 
Bridge, and built in 1933, this former 
tea pavilion was designed by architect J 
Grey West.

Some of the greatest names in art 
have exhibited here including Andy War-
hol, Henry Moore, Gerhard Richter and 
Bridget Riley whilst a permanent work by 
Ian Hamilton Finlay adorns the entrance.

The Serpentine Sackler Gallery
Situated in a building originally con-
structed to house gunpowder for use 
in the Napoleonic War, the Serpentine 
Sackler Gallery was designed by Pritzk-
er Architecture Prizewinner Dame Zaha 
Hadid.

Lying just north of the Serpentine Bridge, 
the building accommodates exhibition 
areas, a shop, restaurant and social spaces.

The Magazine Restaurant
Also the work of Dame Zaha Hadid, 
(who sadly died this year), the Magazine 
Restaurant features a free-flowing roof 
and columns which sit in stark contrast 
to the adjoining brick building.
Head chef Emmanuel Eger’s contemporary 
style of cooking is influenced by his 
travels in Europe with simple techniques 
delivering “bold and balanced flavours”

Since joining the Serpentine 
Galleries in 1991, Julia Peyton-
Jones has helped make the venue 
an international success.

Working with co-director of exhibitions 
Hans Ulrich Obrist since 2006, Julia has 
overseen an increase in visitor numbers 
to around 1.2 million per year.

The 1998 renovation of the Serpentine 
Gallery was instrumental in architecture 
becoming embedded in the gallery’s 
programme and at the turn of the 21st 
century, Julia Peyton-Jones provided 
the inspiration for the hugely successful 
Pavilions programme.

An initial invitation to Zaha Hadid to 
design a contemporary structure for the 
inaugural year proved to be a huge success, 
and yearly fundraising efforts allow the 
Pavilions programme to go from strength 
to strength.

Yana Peel, co-founder of the Outset 
Contemporary Art Fund will join Hans 
Ulrich Obrist to build on recent success.

So after an acclaimed tenure, Julia will 
step down in July and her words sum things 
up rather well:

“There is never a good time to leave 
an institution but I wanted to leave the 
Serpentine at a time of strength and success”.

JULIA PEYTON-JONES
Stepping down after 25 years as Serpentine Galleries Director

Jan Olive
Wellington, Somerset

Photo: Dezeen
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Readers of SEBRA NEWS W2 might like 
to visit two new exhibitions running 
throughout the summer at The Serpen-
tine Galleries in Kensington Gardens.

The exhibition by American figurative painter 
Alex Katz takes landscape as its focus bring-
ing together recent work and selected pieces 
from the past two decades. Katz describes these 
paintings as “environmental” in the way that 
they envelop the viewer.

Also included at the exhibition are a recent 
series of portraits which expand beyond the 
walls of the gallery and into the park with a 
new cut-out sculpture.

Running concurrently is an exhibition in the 
Sackler Gallery by Lebanese poet, essayist and 
visual artist Etel Adnan. This is the artist’s first 
solo exhibition in a UK public institution and 
features work from across her career. On dis-
play are paintings, drawings, poetry, film and 
tapestry.

Etel’s work features in numerous collections 
throughout the world and in 2014 she was 
awarded France’s highest cultural honour, the 
Ordre de Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres.

Currently on display at The Serpentine Galleries are works by American painter Alex Katz 
and Lebanese artist Etel Adnan.

Etel Adnan
East River Pollution “From Laura’s Window”, New York, April 79, 1979
Crayon, pencil. Cover: 21 x 8,3cm; maximum extension 240cm
Courtesy of the artist and Sfeir-Semler Gallery, Hamburg / Beirut

Etel Adnan
Untitled, ca. 1995-2000
Oil on canvasrayon, pencil 35 x 45,5cm. Courtesy of the 
artist and Sfeir-Semler Gallery, Hamburg / Beirut

Alex Katz
Sunset 5 2008. Oil on Linen 274.3 x 487.7cm
Courtesy of Gavin Brown’s enterprise. 
© Alex Katz, DACS, London/VAGA New York 2016

Alex Katz
Black Brook 18, 2014. Oil on Linen 243.8 x 304.8cm
Courtesy of Gavin Brown’s enterprise.
© Alex Katz, DACS, London/VAGA New York 2016

Both exhibitions are free to visit and will 
feature at the galleries until 11 Septem-
ber. Both galleries are open from 10:00am 
to 6:00pm, Tuesday to Sunday and bank 
holidays. 
www.serpentinegalleries.org 
020 7402 6075
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Brilliant sunlight streams through 
the south-facing French 
windows. It catches the edge 
of a stupendous bookshelf 

lining one wall from front to back of the 
house. Encyclopedias, the works of Dr 
Johnson, hard-back novels from decades 
past, biographies, histories of art… and 
on and on. 

At the back of the garden I can see, 
skulking under leaf-laden branches, a 
wooden studio created by Jason Cooper, 
a local architect. Here watercolours are 
painted. 

Throughout the main house, a 
handsome double-fronted four-storey 
building in Newton Road, pictures cover 
the walls. Masters of this literary-artistic 
universe are Paul Bede Johnson and his 
wife Marigold. A copy of each of Paul’s 
own fifty volumes huddles modestly 
on a shelf behind a door in the narrow 
hallway.

  One of our most distinguished 
residents – writer, editor, painter, 
combative (even cantankerous) polemicist 
and adviser to politicians of all colours – 
Paul is now 87 and a tad slowed down by 
a stroke and deafness, though the glint 
in his eyes makes it clear that he is still 
an intellectual force to be reckoned with. 
So indeed is Marigold – psychotherapist, 
one-time Labour Party parliamentary 
candidate, activist in reconciling Anglo-
Irish conflict (for which she was awarded 
an MBE), mother of their four children 
and grandmother, at last count, to ten.

  Paul left his birthplace, Manchester, at 
the age of two. His father had taken a job 
as Principal of the Burslem Art School. 
His mother hated leaving cultured 

Manchester for the dull and gloomy 
Potteries. But Paul was happy. A late 
afterthought, with one older brother 
and three older sisters (though one 
died young), he has fond memories of 
his early years. 

He wrote in one of his numerous 
Spectator columns: ‘I was fortunate in 
my childhood, being tended not only by a 
delightfully gifted and soft-hearted mother 
but by two devoted sisters many years my 
senior. So I had in a sense three mothers, 
all angelic to me, teaching me music 
and poetry, Greek and Latin, history and 
drawing, and how to write stories.’

  His siblings went to the local schools, 
but at the age of twelve Paul was sent to 
Stonyhurst College, which he remembers 
as ‘beautiful, set in 30,000 acres on the 
edge of the Pennines, with a view across 
to Pendle Hill.’ This he drew and painted 
many times, as obsessed with the view as 
Cézanne had been by the Mont Sainte-
Victoire. He remembers playing Hamlet. 
School plays were taken so seriously at 
Stonyhurst that the costumes were hired 
from the famous Motley Theatre Design 
Group in London.

Local Personalities
Paul and Marigold Johnson
Julian Hale profiles two of Bayswater’s “Shining Lights”
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  The key to the school’s formative 
influence is that it was run by Jesuits. 
Even going up to Magdalen College, 
Oxford, at the age of 17 – to read 
History under the tutelage of A J P Taylor 
– was not, he tells me, as important as 
the grounding he received at school. 
But at Oxford he made many new and 
sometimes influential friends, including 
the critic Kenneth Tynan who, as it 
happened, had also just played Hamlet 
before coming up to Magdalen.

  After graduation Paul Johnson did his 
national service, first in the King’s Royal 
Rifle Corps and then as Captain in the 
Royal Army Educational Corps, stationed 
in Gibraltar. It was not the obvious 
background for being hired as assistant 
editor on the Paris-based Réalités 
magazine. But he was a quick learner 
and stayed in that job for three years 
until he moved back to London in 1955. 
By this time he was a convinced leftie, 
albeit a Jesuitical type of revolutionary. 
He worked with Aneurin Bevan, joined 
the staff of the New Statesman and wrote 
positively about the events of May ’68 
in Paris.

  But Paul’s politics were in flux, edging 
towards conservatism with increasing 
speed. The trade unions infuriated 
him. Margaret Thatcher (whom he had 
known at Oxford) grew in appeal, until 
he became one of her closest advisers. 
For almost thirty years he wrote a regular 
column in The Spectator. 

He sparred with atheist Richard 
Dawkins, opposed liberal Catholic 
theology, defended Richard Nixon, 
hammered left-wing policies wherever 
they raised their heads, lambasted 
foreign holidays. At the same time he 
reported regularly for ITN’s This Week 
programme.

  In 1955 he was introduced to Marigold, 
the feisty daughter of the eminent 
Dr Thomas Hunt, who ran St Mary’s 
Hospital and was Winston Churchill’s 
physician, by a mutual friend, Peregrine 
Worsthorne, who had recently joined the 
Daily Telegraph and was to become The 
Sunday Telegraph’s distinguished editor.

As Marigold tells it, Paul was not an 
ideal wooer. For their second meeting 
he arranged a rendezvous at the Ritz 
Bar. Warned by a friend that Paul was 
somewhat unreliable, she rang the Ritz 
to enquire if a tall red-haired man was 
hanging around expectantly. There 
was no-one of this description. She 
too decided not to go. However, three 
months later they bumped into each 

other at that notorious journalists’ 
hangout, El Vino’s. This time it worked, 
and in March 1957 they married.

  At this time they lived in a flat in 
Cadogan Square where their first 
child, Daniel (now editor of Standpoint 
magazine) was born. Then they moved 
to Iver in Buckinghamshire. Three 
more children followed, Cosmo (now 
in local government in Somerset), Luke 
(a successful businessman and former 
Chairman of Channel 4) and Sophie (who 
lives in America). Paul was, he admits to 
me, a bit of an ‘absentee father’.

  What first brought them towards 
SEBRA territory was when they bought 
a top-floor pied-à-terre in Ledbury 
Road. It was while he was taking a stroll 
around the local streets that Paul spotted 
a house for sale in Newton Road. They 
snapped it up.

  It is fair to say that, between them, 
Paul and Marigold Johnson know or 
knew everyone who was anyone in 
literary, artistic and political London. 
But what they love about living in the 
heart of the SEBRA area is what Marigold 
calls ‘its village life’. She delights in her 

coffee mornings on Westbourne Grove 
and meeting friends and neighbours in 
the local shops and banks and recalls 
with huge pleasure a party given to 
celebrate Father Keith’s forty years in 
the priesthood at St Mary of the Angels in 
Moorhouse Road – ‘it was all so friendly, 
just like a vicarage party in an English 
village’. 

Paul still likes to stroll around the 
streets, which have of course been 
‘poshed up’ and, at this time of year, are 
full of blossom and birdsong. What he 
called, in one of his Spectator pieces, 
‘the true rus in urbe’. In return this pretty 
corner of Bayswater can bask in the 
reflection of its own two shining lights.
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FOR GENERAL RELEASE

Councillor Susie Burbridge and Jeremy 
Corbyn celebrate reaching agreement on 
“the way forward’ for the Lancaster 
Gate Ward

First I would like to mention that 
due to popular demand we are 
organising our 3rd Afternoon Tea 
Show at the London Lancaster 

Hotel on the 23rd October. Details of the 
flyer are shown here by kind courtesy of 
Mr Zamit and Mr Kennedy. Thank you 
to both John and William for helping 
organise the flyers.  All those over 65 and 
living in Lancaster Gate and Bayswater 
Wards are invited to apply for tickets.

 One piece of useful information that 
I have recently received from the police 
is there is now a device which burglars 
can use with ease to open hotel bedroom 
doors which use the card key.  The police 
are advising guests staying in hotels using 
the card key system to take great care if 
leaving any valuables behind when leaving 
their rooms.  It seems a no win situation 
except leave most valuables at home!

 You would not contemplate on 
occasions the length of time it takes 
these days to get some things sorted out 

in the ward even on simple issues.  With 
the onset of e-mails and tri-borough 
(many officers now stationed at RBKC 
and Hammersmith) more is done without 
officer support by backbench councillors.   
Many of us striving to attend to all our 
many daily e-mails or constant chasing 
up of old ones still awaiting responses - 
besides the calls from John who kindly 
calls many councillors to advise them 
what is going on !!   

 Someone recently asked me if I get the 
same salary as an MP.  I wish !!!  So for 
those who do not know an MP’s salary 
is about £75,000 a year plus 2nd home 
allowance, a large staff allowance and a 
pay increase every year.  The Lords get 
£300 a day.  As Westminster Councillors 
we get a basic of £9,000 a year plus a 
little extra for additional roles and we pay 
for all our expenses. Many of us find it 
absolutely necessary to work more than 
a full-time week  to make sure we do a 
decent job. Are we mad yes but then 
John is too..... but we all love our work. 

 As we are near the vote on Europe 
the most asked question to me has 
been what I will do. It is the hot topic 
of many conversations with residents 
right now. The mention of the cost of 
Europe and the bureaucracy is enough 
to make anyone’s blood boil. All those 

Europhiles who have gone with me to 
Brussels have come back Eurosceptics.  
There are many things that Europe does 
well but in my view it is just not enough 
to benefit staying in.

 As a nation we are more than capable 
of running our own country as we have 
for thousands of years and still have good 
relationships with many others especially 
the Commonwealth.  The scaremongering 
that once outside the single market the 
EU will set high tariffs  is nonsense as  
the EU will want to continue trading with 
us as they sell more to us than we sell 
to them.  Europe costs UK £350 million 
a week - yes we do get some back but 
Europe decides how much and this can 
change. What could this country do with 
all this, we could have more hospitals, 
more nurses, more and better trained 
policemen, more schools and more 
homes and yes we need immigration 
but we need to be able to control the 
migration from Europe as we do from 
the rest of the world.

 I remember all those  who advocated 
loss of employment and loss of so much 
else if we did not join the Euro.... they 
were so wrong and they are wrong again.

I do not want to be part of a big-boys 
club in Europe. I  want to be part of the 
world club for everyone. 

Susie Burbridge
Lancaster Gate 
Ward Councillor
Lord Mayor of 
Westminster 2011-12

WESTMINSTER COUNCILLORS - ARE WE MAD?

free tickets for our 3rd

Afternoon Tea Show
enjoy a grand afternoon tea
and a great music hall show

❧
The local Councillors of Lancaster Gate

(Robert, Susie & Andrew)
and Bayswater Wards’ (Brian, Suhail & Richard)

invite their residents to apply for tickets

❧
The Rt Worshipful the Lord Mayor of Westminster,

has kindly accpeted our invitation to attend

❧
There are 100 tickets available

Sunday 23rd October, 3.15 to 5.45 pm
Guests are Asked to arrive From 2.45pm

The Lancaster London Hotel,
Lancaster Terrace, London, W2 2TY

Nearest tube: Lancaster Gate

❧
With thanks to our sponsors

Lancaster London Hotel • The Players Theatre Company
Edox Ltd & Fairstock Consulting

South East Bayswater Residents’ Association (SEBRA)

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND
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April 14th is celebrated as St. 
Tiburtius Day and is tradition-
ally when the first cuckoo of 
spring is heard heralding the 

spirit of the new season and the virtual 
end of winter. 

And, further into the year, although 
one swallow doesn’t make a summer, 
according to the old proverb, it may 
seem that the manifestation of Massive 
Attack does and will be the augury of that 
seasonal change with Barclaycard’s British 
Summertime Concert in Hyde Park at the 
beginning of July. You somehow know it 
is summer when concert promoters, fair 
organisers, food salesmen and product 
merchandisers take over the park 
squeezing out the visitor’s money until 
the pips squeak. 

Incidentally, you also know deep 
midwinter has arrived, too, when the 
sprawling, tacky, tasteless, gaudy, flashy, 
shoddy Winter Wonderland the Tawdriest 
Show on Earth lands and takes over Hyde 
Park with all its low ostentation and, I 
understand, high burglary rates. 

Yet, in the face of all this naked 
commercialisation the parks’ agency 
operates under a statutory requirement 
that the parks cannot be used for profit 
but rather free recreation as bequeathed 
to all of London’s people by successive 
royal families.  

In a way the cuckoo can been seen as 
a metaphor for the sea of traditional and 
gentle tranquillity which is one side of 
Hyde Park’s character and Massive Attack 
which characterizes the exact opposite 
exposing the park’s split personality. This 
type of schizophrenia opens the door to 
the argument about what the park is for: 
the protection of quiet enjoyment or to 
be besieged by crude commercialisation 
and persecuted by noise as we witness 
London’s green lungs being trampled over, 
sometimes in a literal sense, by the rush 
towards a funfair and carnival ethos. 

Yet, no one has to look far to see the 
real reason for the metamorphism that 
Hyde Park is undergoing from a park, free 
to all, into a commodity with a price tag. 
It is the spectre of austerity that haunts 
Westminster’s green and pleasant land. 

The cuts, which have since gone 
through any fat, sliced past the muscle 
and are now drilling deep down into 
the marrowbone. This, in turn, is forcing 
government agencies, which are funded 
by the culture department, like the Royal 
Parks, with their management now placed 
in the hands of a new not-for-profit 
organisation, to adopt an even more 
aggressive fund-raising methodology. 
And when you look to find what that 
fund-raising methodology might entail 
the information offered is rather cryptic 
like a Panamanian tax return.

So here we are left with a warped and 
rather perverse agency objective which 
is pulling the original parks’ guiding 
principles completely out of shape 
and instead of maximizing free public 
enjoyment of green open spaces we find 
the only thing being maximized is revenue 
from rampant commercial exploitation 
with the pressure to increase income 
likely to grow even further.

This is, after all, Hyde Park and not the 
O2 arena as Sir Simon Jenkins recently 
pointed out. And, by the way, what ever 
happened to the free concerts in the 

60’s that I remember going to: open 
enjoyment without the grasping fingers 
and outstretched palm of the money-
makers and the money-takers. 

I also remember, only a very few years 
or so ago, being asked to pay to play 
football, something I’ve been doing free of 
charge ever since the late 40’s. And then, 
at a time when the only events in Hyde 
Park were the sheep dog trials which I still 
vividly recall and which were also free. 

According to the Financial Times 
about 40 per cent of the park’s funding, 
totalling £14 million in 2014-15, comes 
from the public purse via the Department 
of Media Culture and Sport; the parks 
agency generated a further £20.3 million 
in revenues and received £1.6 million in 
charitable donations and grants. Yet, the 
parks have a £56 million maintenance 
backlog and the public part of the parks 
budget has shrunk by 40 per cent in real 
terms since 2010. 

All this brings to mind the famous words 
of Juvenal the Roman poet: ‘panem et 
circenses’ or ‘bread and circuses’ for the 
well-being and entertainment of the 
masses. It would seem that the promoters 
and show organisers are making the bread, 
in the old hippy sense of the word, and 
we are left with the circuses…and Hyde 
Park with a split personality looking ever 
more like Mr. Hyde than Dr. Jekyll.

JEKYLL AND HYDE PARK - IS AUSTERITY ALTERING THE PERSONALITY OF OUR PARKS?

Jack is our own Special Correspondent, SEBRA Committee Member 
and Chairman of the Safer Neighbourhoods Police Panel for 
Westbourne Ward questions the commercialisation of Hyde Park.

Social Affairs
Jack Gordon

Hyde Park - For the protection of quiet enjoyment, or crude commercialisation?



64 www.sebra.org.uk

POLITICAL AND LEGAL NEWS

In the Mayoral Election on May 5 2016 
the Labour Party candidate Mr Sadiq 
Khan won after an intensive campaign 
against 11 other candidates and got 

the biggest ever mandate from the 
electorate. 

In his first address he pledged to be a 
“Mayor for all Londoners.” as he seized 
the capital’s top job with a staggering 
1,310,143 votes to Tory rival Zac 
Goldsmith’s 994,614.  

During the campaign he also made a 
virtue of his multiple identities – “I’m a 
Londoner, I am European, I am British, I am 
English, I am of Islamic faith, of Asian origin, 
of Pakistani heritage, a dad and a husband”.

In his words of acceptance, he said 
he had a “burning ambition” for every 
Londoner to have the same opportunities 
that he had had growing up on a council 
estate in Tooting. In a personal speech, 
he evoked the memory of his father 
Amanullah Khan, an immigrant from 
Pakistan, whose job as a bus driver 
became one of the hallmarks of Mr Khan’s 
campaign. He would have been so proud 
that the city he chose to call his home had 
now chosen one of his children to be the 
Mayor,” he said.

But Mr Khan also had some veiled 
words of criticism of the campaign led 
by Conservative Mr Zac Goldsmith which 
had been branded racist and divisive by 
his opponents, as well as by some Tories.

“This election was not about controversy 
and I’m so proud that London has chosen 
hope over fear and unity over division,” Khan 
said to cheers from his supporters. “I hope 
that we will never be offered such a stark 
choice again. Fear does not make us safer it 
only makes us weaker and a politics of fear 
is simply not welcome in our city.”

The new Mayor, who was sworn in at a 
multi-faith service at Southwark Cathedral 
on May 14, had to wait many hours 
before the result was finally declared 
after midnight. 

Mr Khan was watched by his wife and 
two teenage daughters, as well as his 
campaign team, as he was announced 
winner of the biggest job in London 
politics. 

David's regular article on what the Mayor and London Assembly members 
(AM’s) are up to. David has been a SEBRA Committee member for 
around thirty years and is a former editor of this magazine. 

Mayor Sadiq and the 
Assembly Watchdogs

David Brewin

Detailed results of the Mayoral election 2016
Candidate 1st Pref 2nd Pref Final Total
Sadiq Khan (Labour) 1,148,716 161,427 1,310,143
Zac Goldsmith (Conservative) 909,755 84,859 994,614
Sian Berry (Green) 150,673 - -
Caroline Pidgeon (Lib Dem) 120,005 - -
Peter Whittle (UKIP) 94,373 - -
Sophie Walker (Women’s Equality) 53,005 - -
George Galloway (Respect) 37,007 - -
Paul Golding (Britain First) 31,372 - -
Lee Harris (Cannabis STA) 20,537 - -
David Furness (BNP) 13,325 - -
Prince Zylinksi (Ind) 13,202 - -
Ankit Love (One Love) 4,941 - -

MR SADIQ KHAN'S GREAT SUCCESS
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The result means he won a bigger share 
of the vote than even his predecessor 
Boris Johnson, taking 56.8 per cent to Zac 
Goldsmith’s 43.2 per cent, a difference 
of 13.6 per cent. It is the biggest margin 
in the history of the mayoralty, apart 
from when Ken Livingstone ran as an 
independent in 2000 against Tory Steve 
Norris.

Mr Goldsmith congratulated Mr Khan 
and added: “I wish him well so that he can 
build on the successes that we’ve seen under 
Boris Johnson and take them further.”

So much has been said, written, 
broadcast, and shown on TV about the 
mayoral election, that it is not possible 
to give even a summary in this small 
publication. So we are concentrating on 
the main pronouncements made by the 
new Mayor during the first few days after 
his election. 

Similarly, the protracted debate on 
Europe prior to the referendum, is being 
well covered in the media and we are 
not therefore covering it in detail in 
SEBRA NEWS W2.  

Local and foreign reactions 
to the results
Sadiq Khan has become the first Muslim 
Mayor of London, confirming the capital 
as one of the most liberal and secular 
cities in the world, even as Britain chafed 
at unprecedented immigration and rising 
radicalisation. 

Jim Pickard and Conor Sullivan, writing 
in the Financial Times said that Khan’s 
victory could also be held up as proof 
of London’s egalitarianism: the son of a 
Pakistani bus driver and seamstress, he 
grew up with 7 siblings in a council house 
in south London.  The FT’s article said that 
their rival Zac Goldsmith was the gilded, 
photogenic son of a billionaire tycoon.  

Further extracts from the article: “In the 
US, the right-wing Drudge Report website 
responded to Mr Khan’s early lead in the 
ballots with the headline – ‘The first Mayor 
of Londonistan’.”

Mr Khan also made headlines across 
France and Germany with Le Monde 
noting that he described his religion as 
‘part of my identity’.  

The 2011 national census, found 
that just over 1 million people, 12 % 
of London’s population, identified as 
Muslims.  Mr Khan made no secret of 
his Muslim faith.  He does not drink and 
when he was joining the Privy Council 
which advises the Queen, he asked to 
be sworn in using the Quran rather than 
the Bible.

Strikingly his mayoral bid was only 
made possible through the support of 
Britain’s most powerful unions, which 
helped him overtake the more well known 

Tessa Jowell, the Blairite former Olympics 
Minister, to become the Labour candidate.  

Asked recently which Labour Party 
group he preferred at present - Progress 
(for New Labour) or Momentum (for 
Corbynistas) - he replied: ‘Promentum!’ 

One MP compared Khan to Richard 
Nixon: ‘He is unprincipled but I don’t 
mean this in a negative sense.  I see him like 
Nixon, the primary unprincipled politician 
of modern times, unknowable but highly 
successful electorally’.

Although allegations of links to Islamic 
extremists were thrown at him during 
the campaign he has also received 
death threats from extremists for being 
progressive “On day one I’m going to put 
us on a war footing with these terrorists”.  
He said he was disturbed by the number 
of people wearing ‘niqabs’ on the streets 
of London.  

In his previous job as MP for Tooting, 
he made himself unpopular because of 
his support for gay marriage.

Former Mayor Boris Johnson said: 
“I believe the high turnout is proof once 
again that the London mayoralty is now 
firmly established in the public mind, and 
I have no doubt that the incoming Mayor 
will be able to use the growing powers of 
the job to deliver improvements in the lives 
of Londoners.”

The Mayor’s first measures 
Cycling 
Mayor Khan has renewed his election 
pledge “to make London a byword for 
cycling” and insisted that no decision 
had been taken over the future of the 
Westway Cycle Lane despite reports 
that he was set to scrap plans to extend 
Boris Johnson’s flagship East West  
Superhighway via the A40 flyover. 

New Green Party London Assembly 
Member Caroline Russell criticised Mr 
Khan’s reported decision, saying: “The 
Westway cycle superhighway has huge 
support, as seen in the public consultation. 
If the Mayor has scrapped the route for good 
reasons, he needs to make them clear and 
bring forward something much better, not 
just cancel it.”

However City Hall later said: “Absolutely 
no decisions have been made” about the 
route’s future. Transport for London (TfL) 
is still assessing responses to the public 
consultation.”

Mr Khan said: “I’ve got an inbox full 
of cycling schemes to consider and I am 
determined to learn the lessons from 
previous projects as I increase TfL’s 
spending on cycling safety, triple the current 
superhighway provision, roll out new town-
centre cycling improvement plans, and 
promote safer, cleaner lorries.”

Affordable Housing
Sadiq Khan plans to quadruple the 
proportion of ‘affordable’ housing being 
built in the capital, warning he will 
target ‘greedy developers wishing to get 
maximum bang for their buck.’  

SEBRA NEWS W2 contributor John 
Coburn writes: “The Mayor has shown his 
intent through the appointment of James 
Murray, as his Deputy Mayor for Housing.  
Murray spent six years as the cabinet 
executive member for Housing in Islington, 
and has been the scourge of the property 
industry, blocking developments that lack 
high levels of affordable and social housing.

Like other Mayoral candidates, Khan 
promised to increase the rate of house 
building in London to the 50,000 a year 
we need. And, like pretty much every other 
candidate, he’s failed to explain how.

In his second week of office he has 
declared that 50% of homes on some 
new housing developments need to be 
affordable. He said that did not mean 
80% of market rent, as defined by the 
government, but far lower social rents or 
‘London living rents’, which are pitched at 
a third of average incomes.

He also plans: to give Londoners first 
right to buy any new homes: to make sure 
they don’t just get snapped up by foreign 
investors; to look at rent  controls for the 
private sector (although the Mayor does not 
have these powers); to establish a not-for-
profit letting agency; and, a crackdown on 
rogue landlords".

The elections for the 
London Assembly 
There was strong competition for 
seats on the 25 member London 
Assembly and there have been 
a number of significant changes. 
The new Assembly now has members 
from the following parties:

PARTY SEATS   +/- SEATS
  NET CHANGE
Labour 12   0
Con’vative 8 −1
Green 2   0
UKIP 2 +2
Lib Dem 1 −1
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What next for the former 
Mayor Boris?
The Turkish factor 
The former Mayor, whose great 
grandfather Wilfred Johnson was Turkish 
– his original name was Osman Kemal 
- didn’t always hold this opinion. In an 
editorial in the Spectator, he wrote:  
"On the last days of Rome our generation 
has a historic chance not just to reunite 
the two halves of the Roman Empire, but 
to build a bridge between the Islamic and 
Christian worlds”. 

Midst recent controversy about the 
possibility/probability of some 77 million 
Turkish citizens becoming members of the 
EU, the former Mayor wrote in the Sunday 
Times, on April 17th: “I’m very pro-Turkish, 
but what I can’t imagine is a situation in 
which up to 77 million of my fellow Turks 
and those of Turkish origin can come here 
without any checks at all.”   

Re the election he said: “Many 
congratulations to Sadiq on securing a 
huge mandate to do the best job in British 
politics. I wish him every possible success. 
I believe the high turnout is proof once again 
that the London mayoralty is now firmly 
established in the public mind, and I have 
no doubt the incoming Mayor will be able to 
use the growing powers of the job to deliver 
improvements in the lives of Londoners.”

In a new opinion poll for the Standard, 
there is good and bad news for Mayor 
Boris. Asked whether he had been 
successful in his 8 years as Mayor, 54% 
felt he had done well and only 20% felt he 
had done badly. Asked if Boris had what 
it takes to become Prime Minister, 47% 
agreed but 53% said no.

In a separate blow, Mayor Boris 
slumped to fourth place in the potential 
Tory leadership stakes.  Justice Secretary 
Michael Gove came first in a league table 
dominated by Brexit supporters.  He was 
followed by former Defence Secretary, 
Liam Fox, and Home Secretary, Theresa 
May, in the monthly straw poll of Tory 
supporters on the Conservative Home 
website.

Other quotable quotes 
The Labour Leader
Asked what Labour MPs who were most 
critical of Opposition Leader, Jeremy 
Corbyn, should be doing to support their 
leader, Mayor Sadiq Khan said: ‘It is more 
a question of what Jeremy should be doing.  
If you are leader you want to use all your 
talents’.

"Sod it."
The new Mayor criticised the negative 
Conservative election campaign against 
him which he said had meant that young 
non-white people would not just think 
twice or three times about entering 
politics but think: "Sod it."

The Red Carpet
The Mayor of Paris, Anne Hidalgo, 
visiting London to congratulate Khan on 
his success, told him, only half jokingly, 
that she would: ‘roll out the red carpet’ 
to welcome London-based companies to 
her city if Britain voted to leave Europe. 
The Mayor of New York also sent warm 
congratulations to Mayor Khan. 

First measures of the 
new Mayor
Following his bustling election campaign 
Mayor Khan lost no time in taking charge 
of London. Some of his first actions:

New T-Charge
He warned London motorists that they 
faced being hit with a new ‘T-Charge’ 
for vehicles belching out the most toxic 
fumes.  Motorists whose cars, vans and 
motorbikes failed to meet set emission 
standards would pay a £12.50 charge 
for travelling in the "ultra-low emission 
zone" (ULEZ).  Khan said that, in the 
past, London had only responded after 
an emergency developed, as with the 
‘Clean Air Act’ which followed the great 
London smogs of the 1950s. “I want to 
act before an emergency, not after” he said.

Boris buried report that links 
pollution and deprived schools
SEBRA NEWS W2 contributor John 
Coburn reports that Mayor Khan in his 
first few days in office discovered an 
unpublished report on air quality that 

demonstrates that 433 schools in the 
capital are located in areas that exceed EU 
limits for nitrogen dioxide pollution – and 
that four-fifths of those are in deprived 
areas.   

Former Mayor Boris appears not to 
have published it, even though it was 
completed two-and-a-half years ago.  
Khan now plans to publish the report, 
and has made cleaning up London’s air 
a key priority for his first term of office. 

A spokesman said, "The Mayor is fully 
committed to cleaning up our air and 
protecting Londoners’ health and is shocked 
to learn that important scientific evidence 
like this has been locked away and ignored 
at City Hall".

A spokesman for Boris Johnson 
defended his record on air pollution as 
mayor and said he had not hid its impact 
from Londoners.

Another election "Nasty, rude 
and ignorant."
During his long primary campaign in 
the, US Presidential candidate Donald 
Trump launched a furious attack on 
Khan, branding the Mayor as "ignorant 
and nasty". It was rude of Mr Khan to 
accuse him of having an "ignorant view of 
Islam" and challenged the Mayor to take 
an intelligence test... "he doesn’t know 
me, hasn’t met me, doesn’t know what 
I’m all about" In an interview with US TV 
programme "Good Morning Britain", he 
said: "Tell him I will remember these things".  
Khan’s spokesman said: "It’s the politics of 
fear at its worst".

Thanks to several friends, the Evening 
Standard and other media outlets on whose 
coverage of London much of the above is 
based – DB.
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In March, social enterprise, Create 
Streets, launched a competition to 
design a new, innovative but people-
friendly scheme to replace the hated 

'Paddington Pole' skyscraper which had 
been rejected by the local community. 

Create Streets maintain that terraced 
streets of houses and apartments can 
provide high housing density with better 
social outcomes than complex, multi-
storey buildings. 

I was privileged to be one of the judges 
on this competition, along with SEBRA’s 
Chairman John Zamit, Councillors Brian 
Connell and Karen Scarborough, local 
resident Tessa Morrison and Create Streets’ 
Nicholas Boys Smith and Kieran Toms. 

We were presented with an impressive 
array of carefully considered architectural 
proposals to address the complex 
relationship between the development 
opportunity, the historic surroundings 
and the needs of both the local and wider 
communities.  

The Paddington Sorting Office site is in 
close proximity to housing, conservation 
areas, historic buildings and Royal Parks. 
Paddington is a vital transport hub, as well 
as the gateway to St Mary’s Hospital and 
the centre of a community. 

The Create Streets competition has 
shown that it is not necessary to impose 
a huge Paddington Pole-style tower on 
that site to address these complex issues; 
the area around Paddington Station can 
have both high density and beauty. 

Bayswater Ward Westminster 
Councillor Brian Connell said of the 
competition:

“No one sensible is opposed to 
development of the site. But the logic of 
‘we must do something, this is something, 
therefore we must do it’ does not follow. It 
has been a fascinating process to be one of 
the judges on this competition.

It was so exciting to such a wide range of 
firms put in entries and we’re very grateful 
that JTP and Civic Voice particularly went 
to so much trouble running their community 
planning weekend. When we launched this 
competition we certainly never thought that 
we would have Griff Rhys-Jones advertising 
it for us!”
Four designs caught the judges' eyes:

PADDINGTON POLE COMPETITION RESULTS
Sophie Massey-Cook 
Bark Place

Create Streets

It is no surprise that both the winning entries engaged in careful community consultation.  
AR Urbanism/Greysmith Associates based their ideas on community comments on the Paddington Pole application.

 JTP/Civic Voice were strongly commended for their attempt at public engagement. 
 They ran an exhibition and a whole weekend of public consultation and workshops in St John’s Church Hyde Park 

Crescent, as well as site visits, before working up their designs. 
The Streets Prize was awarded jointly to the entries by JTP/Civic Voice

and AR Urbanism/Greysmith Associates, for the high quality of their urban design. 

The Streets Prize

AR Urbanism/Greysmith Associates
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Awarded to Architettori for the striking nature of their 
architecture and the comprehensive realisation of the 
façades above all on Praed Street.
Architettori were also commended for their thought 
on transport issues particularly pedestrian flows, the 
Bakerloo line ticket office and an integrated Praed Street 
bus stop canopy.

JTP/Civic Voice

The Flourish Award
The public engagement meeting arranged by the JTP/Civic Voice team.

Architettori
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The high quality and high density, 
of the competition entries 
demonstrate that Paddington 
can develop in a way which is 

beautiful, popular and locally supported 
if developers have the vision to propose it 
and Westminster Council the intelligence 
to support it. 

We have to move the question from how 
do we build developments to how do we 
make change more popular. 

Further information on the winners: 
www.tinyurl.com/PaddingtonPoleCom-
petition

Create Streets are planning to hold 
an exhibition of the winning entries; 
SEBRA members will be kept informed.

Awarded to HLM*Spark for many of the individual ideas within their plan and the inclusion of multiple 
community considerations, particularly the primary school and also urban farming elements.

They very cleverly went beyond the brief.

The Innovation Award

HLM* Spark

Read about Create Streets at www.createstreets.com
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CYCLE SUPERHIGHWAY UPDATE BY JOHN WALTON

Traffic Bayswater

This cycling route running through 
our area was the brainchild 
of the previous Mayor. It is 
intended as an East-West route 

and approaches our area by running 
alongside Hyde Park’s West Carriage 
Drive, going past the Lancaster Gate 
Station area and into the first section of 
Westbourne Terrace leading up to Craven 
Road, being segregated from vehicular 
traffic throughout. 

The route as far as Craven Road
As reported in previous issues of the 
magazine, there will be a quite radical 
improvement of the road layout in the 
vicinity of Lancaster Gate Station, with 

Bayswater Road reverting to two-way 
traffic in place of the present gyratory 
system. However, the short section of 
Bayswater Road between Westbourne 
Street and Victoria Gate, leading into the 
park, will be narrowed, from the present 
two lanes of vehicular traffic in each 
direction, to only one lane each way, in 
order to provide space for the segregated 
cycle lanes alongside the kerbs.

There will be improvements to 
pedestrian crossings including, for the first 
time ever, a safe crossing to the attractive 
garden in the middle of the Sussex 
Gardens ‘Triangle’. A recent proposal is 
to include a new pedestrian crossing over 
Stanhope Terrace, see page 43. 

SEBRA’s attitude - (See page 8 of the 
Autumn 2015 issue of the magazine) - has 
been not to oppose fruitlessly the whole 
concept but to limit so far as possible 
any damage caused by traffic hold-ups 
or diversions.

This part has been authorised and 
construction, or preparations  for it, 
has already started, both alongside the 
West Carriage Drive in the park, and in 
the Lancaster Gate Station and Sussex 
Gardens ‘Triangle’ areas. The construction 
is expected to last about six months.  
SEBRA has stressed that night-time 
working in the southernmost section of 
Westbourne Terrace must be avoided.   
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Northwards extension of the route 
along Westbourne Terrace
By creating segregated cycleways in 
Westbourne Terrace, the amount of 
vehicular traffic there will be reduced 
but there is a risk of traffic queues and 
of diversion of traffic to adjacent streets. 

As reported in the last issue, Spring 
2016, on page 68, in February Transport 
for London held local exhibitions of their 
further proposal to extend the route 
with its segregated cycle lanes along the 
whole length of Westbourne Terrace, as 
part of their proposed extension of the 
route all the way to Acton. This would be 
achieved by taking over one of the three 
eastbound traffic lanes on the elevated 
A40 (Westway) for a segregated two-way 
cycle track. 

The narrowing from three to two lanes 
of eastbound traffic is expected to lead 
to queues on the A40 (Westway), as 
TfL recognise. Due to insufficient traffic 

modelling at that time of the impact 
on road junctions, Westminster City 
Council reserved their position about this 
proposal. There would also be a direct 
connection, for cyclists only, directly to 
the Little Venice Area, via Westbourne 
Terrace Road.

The A40 (Westway) extension may be 
delayed in any event, because of structural 
problems there and it remains to be seen if 
the new Mayor will authorise it. Rumours 
that he would scrap it have been officially 
denied, on the basis that no decisions 
have yet been taken. If it does go ahead, 
as a result of the representations made by 
SEBRA, the existing road layout and traffic 
movements in and around Bishop’s Bridge 
Road and across Westbourne Bridge will 
be very little changed.   

SEBRA’s strong view remains that if for 
any reason the A40 (Westway) extension 
does not go ahead, the volume of cyclists 
in Westbourne Terrace would probably be 
insufficient to justify putting in segregated 

cycle lanes there and that in consequence 
they should only be put in as part and 
parcel of actual construction of the 
A40 (Westway) extension. At the time 
of writing, we await TfL’s report on this 
latest consultation.

‘Quietway’ cycle route from 
Bayswater Road to Edgware Road
This was also described on page 69 of the 
Spring 2016 issue. Its route is illustrated 
below.  No decisions, for instance on 
whether to narrow Sussex Gardens by 
creating segregated cycle lanes there, 
or not, have yet been taken, so at the 
time of writing there is nothing further 
to report. SEBRA’s position remains that 
the creation of segregated cycle lanes 
in Sussex Gardens is not justified and 
would damage both local businesses and 
the amenity of residents, through loss of 
residents’ parking.
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Your Letters
We welcome your letters on any subject that you feel might be of interest to readers of 
SEBRA NEWS W2. Please note that your contributions may be edited for editorial reasons. 
The writer of the Star Letter in each edition will be presented with a bottle of Champagne. 
Send your contributions to: editor@sebra.org.uk or by post to the John Zamit, Chairman 
(address on page 87). Please include your full contact details.

THE WALL
I write to celebrate the embankment 
wall which runs along the north 
side of Westbourne Park Villas. 
It is handsomely constructed of red 
brick with dashes of black and protects 
residents on the south side from the 
noise of the railway.

The removal of the houses, originally 
situated on the north side, sometime in 
the late nineteenth century benefited 
those on the south side. With no build-
ings opposite to block our light; we enjoy 
open skies above the wall . 

I suggest that Prof Lesley (Letters 
page, previous issue) travels a few miles 
west to Wormwood Scrubs prison. There 
he can see the real thing: a twenty foot 
high wall, over which double agent 
George Blake escaped in 1966 using a 
ladder made of knitting needles. 

We love our wall – a mere eight foot 
tall, we protect it and cherish it. We do 
not feel imprisoned by it; on the contrary 
it liberates us.

Carola Zogolovitch
Westbourne Park Villas W2

Carola Zogolovitch & Nicky Hessenberg 
at the Westbourne Park Wall

WCC MUST EMBRACE 
NEW CLIMATE

I was delighted at the result of the 
mayoral election and now that Londoners 
have spoken loud and clear we can look 
forward to a more civilized city with – at 
last – us long-term residents and council 
tax payers being considered, not just 
the friends of the now departed Boris 
Johnson.

Civilized cities such as Paris, Rome, 
Amsterdam or even New York – ban new 

towers from historic areas and above 
all show some consideration for the 
aesthetics of place.  No such consideration 
applied to the recent Whiteleys and 
Bayswater Road developments approved 
by WCC. Indeed some of the applications 
granted consent by our council’s planning 
chiefs seem to indicate that WCC’s only 
planning policy is to turn Central London 
into the next Dubai or Shanghai. 

WCC’s Tory leadership should take the 
new mayor’s appointment as a warning 
sign that the current state of affairs 

cannot go on and shrug off their mantle 
of complacency and their pandering to 
opportunistic developers. If we are to 
have any confidence in WCC’s officials 
they must finally embrace the new climate 
of opinion. Should they need any help 
they could look no further than our own 
SEBRA NEWS W2 magazine whose 
editorial policy is and always has been 
in tune with local residents.

Sarah Gale
St Luke's Road W11
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THANK YOU!
Imperial College Healthcare Charity would 
like to say a massive thank you to SEBRA 
for donating £200 at a neighbourhood 
evening event in January at the Monkey 
Puzzle pub which was attended by 
representatives of the association. 

The More Smiles Appeal is looking 
to raise £2 million towards a £10 million 
redevelopment and expansion of the 
Children’s Intensive Care Unit at St Mary’s 
Hospital in Paddington. With the help of 
our supporters and the local community, 
we have raised an incredible £737,691!

We are most grateful for the 
continued support and publicity that we 
have received from SEBRA for our More 
Smiles Appeal and we very much look 
forward to meeting members on 4 July 
at the Garden Party where the charity 
will have a stand.

Aliyah Carrim
Community Fundraiser 
Imperial College Healthcare Charity

INTERMINABLE CLOSURES
With the additional weekend closure 
recently announced, Eastbourne Terrace 
will now be closed for every single night 
in May.

I remember that when the two 
years of full closure were pushed for by 

Crossrail, it was supposedly to accelerate 
works. Well more than two years after 
those two years of closures, I think it is 
safe to say that they have utterly failed 
in that ambition.

I would suggest that Crossrail close 
Eastbourne Terrace during the day instead 
of the evenings. The people affected by 
these interminable closures are the people 
living on Westbourne Terrace. We work 
during the day, and come home to rest 
in the evenings and week-ends...which 
is inevitably when Crossrail sends the 
buses our way. I cannot remember a 
long bank holiday during which I could 
enjoy at home in peace. That is starting 
to be really serious and an unacceptable 
disruption by anyone’s standards.

So far, they have only considered 
the interests of car users.... it is time 
to consider people forced to be living 
through this!

Steven McCormick
Westbourne Terrace W2

“A BIT LIKE THE OSCARS”
I was pleased to make a rare overnight 
visit to Bayswater from my home in 
Bournemouth on Friday 22 April to catch 
up with John Zamit.

 I had the chance to have some familiar 
and some new dining experiences.

I had a chicken and hummus wrap in 
Fresco at 25 Westbourne Grove. I enjoyed 
coffee and croissant in the new Waitrose 
(though I feel a whiff of nostalgia for the 
old Colonnades with Budgen) and I had 
a meat feast at the Desejo do Brazil 
restaurant at 168 Sussex Gardens.

Since 2012, I have been the organiser 
of the UK Good Funeral Awards. Every 
year we organise a gathering of the 
funeral industry to hand out awards for 
‘outstanding service to the bereaved’. 
This year we wanted to go upmarket. 
I went through a list of suitable venues and 
I remembered the Porchester Hall from 
my days in Paddington. We’ve booked the 
same caterers, Anna's Kitchen who do the 
SEBRA AGM in the same venue.

The Funeral Awards are on Thursday 
8 September. If any SEBRA members 
have experienced outstanding 
service from local funeral directors,  
please do send in a nomination to 
www.goodfuneralawards.co.uk

These awards are a bit like the Oscars 
in Hollywood, so I’m glad to have John 
Zamit’s advice on where to host the after 
parties.
Brian Jenner 
Bournemouth

Join SEBRA
SEBRA welcomes new members, 

whether individuals or house-
holds, those working in the area,  
or businesses and other organi-

sations with a connection to Bayswater. 
We work towards the continual 

improvement of life in our unique part 
of London.

SEBRA enjoys considerable influence 
with Westminster City Council, Transport 
for London and Crossrail. For more than 
40 years we’ve helped to preserve the 

essence of Bayswater, making our voices 
heard when planning applications have 
flown in the face of common sense, but 
equally we’ve strongly supported devel-
opments that benefit the public realm.

If you’d like to be involved with SEBRA 
please take out a membership. Prices start 
from just a few pounds and you’ll be help-
ing us continue a job that we genuinely 
feel has brought great benefits to those 
who live and work in Bayswater.

A membership application form can be 
found overleaf and once completed please 
send it to SEBRA Chairman John Zamit 
at the address shown.

SEBRA members receive our magazine 
SEBRA NEWS W2 three times each year. 
We also host a popular garden party and 
AGM each year.

If you have any questions about mem-
bership or any other aspects of the work 
that SEBRA undertakes then please send 
an email to: membership@sebra.org.uk
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Application to join SEBRA - South East Bayswater Residents’ Association
Membership is open individuals, households and organisations, including businesses, with current or 
former local connections.

Please complete in BLOCK CAPITALS. Please delete as applicable
I / We / My Organisation would like to apply for Individual / Household / Corporate Membership

Your name: Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms / Other   ________________________________________________________

Spouse/Partner: Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms / Other   ________________________________________________________

or name of organisation / business:  ________________________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Post Code: ______________Telephone: ___________________________ Mobile: ____________________________

E-mail:  _____________________________________________________
(From time to time SEBRA sends information to members by e-mail).

Data protection: Please tick here [  ] if you DO NOT AGREE to SEBRA recording your details electronically.
(No information you give us will be shared with any other organisation).

Signature ________________________________________ Date ______/_____/______

Minimum Annual Subscription. Please tick: Individual £6 [  ] Household £10 [  ] Concessions: Individual £3 [  ] 

Household £5 [  ] Residents’ Association or Business £20 [  ]

Additional Donation £________ [  ] Donations are gratefully received.

I /We enclose a cheque/cash for £ ________ Please make cheques payable to ‘SEBRA’ and return this form to:

John Zamit, Chairman, SEBRA, 2 Claremont Court, Queensway, London W2 5HX
Telephone: 020 7727 6104 Mobile: 07768 068277 E-mail: chairman@sebra.org.uk

“POSITIVE DEVELOPMENTS”
In my letter published in the last edition 

of SEBRA NEWS W2 I referred to the 
cube which had been erected to celebrate 
Christmas and the New Year at Marble 
Arch. We now have instead of the cube 
a very dramatic statue called "Brothers" 
which is 21 feet wide and made from resin 
by sculptor David Breuer-Weil, which 
has been installed on the grass between 
Tyburn Way and Cumberland Gate. It has 
been erected as part of Westminster’s City 
of Sculpture Programme. 

Also in the last magazine was an item 
about tree planting and pruning, and I am 
happy to say that I was able to make use 
of the pruning service with the help of 
Chris Cowell at Westminster City Council  
on 020 7641 2619 in order to prune a 
tree proximate to my home which was 
interfering with the light and the view 
through a CCTV camera.

This is a useful service and from 
time to time I also request hedges lining 
Westbourne terrace - and there are a lot 
of them - are pruned, but this entails the 
council having to contact the property 
owners and it can be a slow job, so 

perhaps more people could contact Chris 
Cowell to complain about overhanging 
branches.

Another positive development 
was in the matter of the gents toilets 
in Rembrandt Gardens, Little Venice, 
which I noticed had been closed. Upon 
enquiry with the helpful garden keeper, 
I learnt that this was due to drainage 
problems. Anyhow I spoke with John 
Tweddle, Parks and Open Spaces Manager 
for Westminster City Council and 
subsequently the toilets have remained 
open and long may they continue to be so 
in this very popular, almost family garden.

A few years ago at the behest of 
Councillor Robert Davis, MBE, DL, and 
Councillor Heather Acton, the Tyburn 
half mile post which had stood for 100 
years in the window of Lloyds Bank and 
predecessors in the Edgware Road was 
moved, upon the closure of Lloyds, to the 
London Metropole Hotel at the corner of 
Praed Street and Edgware Road.

With the stone came a plaque with a 
brief description of its history, but noticing 
recently that this had disappeared. I made 
contact with Les Cordery of the Hotel, 
who explained that the plaque had 

become loose and was on his desk at that 
moment. Subsequently I am pleased to say 
it has been restored to a column near the 
stone to continue to enlighten people.

It was interesting to hear from Les that 
he was responsible for physically moving 
the stone, using a pallet truck and a team 
of eight staff from the hotel. Almost a 
labour of Hercules.

Bob Rogers
Orsett Terrace W2

Don't forget:
This year’s 
SEBRA AGM
Weds 23 Nov
Porchester Hall
6:30pm for 7pm
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SEBRA (South East Bayswater 
Residents’ Association) is 
recognised by Westminster 
City Council as an official 

amenities association and is very 
influential in Westminster.

SEBRA is consulted by the council 
on local planning applications, as well 
as traffic and licensing. Our fields 
of interest encompass: Protecting 
the environment, traffic and public 
transport, refuse and recycling, 
planning and licensing, crime 
prevention and community affairs.

SEBRA hosts a garden party every 
summer and an annual general 

meeting every autumn - which 
provides a wonderful opportunity 
for SEBRA to report back to the 
community and a chance for members 
to get to know each other 

It’s also a great way for members to  
meet other members and to interact 
with our MPs, Westminster City 
Councillors and officers.

SEBRA is a founding member 
of PRACT (Paddington Residents’ 
Active Concern on Transport), which 
is comprised of: SEBRA, Bayswater 
Residents’ Association, Hyde Park 
Estate Association and Paddington 
Waterways and Maida Vale Society.

SEBRA NEWS W2 is the official 
magazine of the South East Bayswater 
Residents’ Association and is 
published three times per annum: 
spring, summer and autumn.

The magazine represents a 
compilation of opinions from across 
the local community and is published 
and distributed to all its members, 
across Westminster City Council and 
further afield.

We continue to invite local 
residents, businesses, and the 
broader community to join SEBRA 
and contribute to SEBRA NEWS W2

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP:
Email:  membership@sebra.org.uk  
Individual: £6.00
Individual Concessions:   £3.00 
Household:  £10.00
Household Concessions:  £5.00
Business: £20.00
Residents' Associations: £20.00
Donations always welcome.

GENERAL INFORMATION:
Contact: John Zamit, Chairman
Phone: 020 7727 6104
Mobile: 077 6806 8277 
Email: chairman@sebra.org.uk
Address: 2 Claremont Court
 Queensway, London
 W2 5HX

NEXT EDITION: The Autumn 2016 edition of SEBRA NEWS W2 is due to be published on Friday 4 November. 
  The LAST date for contributions is Friday 7 October.

EDITOR: SEBRA NEWS W2 is edited by Steve Olive. Call 07786 066141 or email editor@sebra.org.uk

DISCLAIMER:  The views expressed in this publication are those of the writer and are not necessarily those    
  of SEBRA, its Officers or its Committee members.

COPYRIGHT: All content Copyright © 2016 - The South East Bayswater Residents’ Association

About SEBRA
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LOCAL TELEPHONE CONTACTS

 Police - Emergency 999
 Police - Non Emergency 101
 Police - Royal Parks 101
 British Transport Police 0800 405 040
 TfL - Congestion Charge 0845 900 1234
 TfL  - Highway Problems 0343 222 1234
 Crossrail Helpdesk 0345 602 3813

SEBRALAND W2

CITY HALL: 020 7641 6000
Website: www.westminster.gov.uk

CITY INSPECTORS: 020 7641 2000
Email: environmentalactionline@westminster.gov.uk

 Environment and Noise 020 7641 2000
 Graffiti and Flyposting 020 7641 2000
 Highways and Lighting 020 7641 2000
 Paddington Library 020 7641 1300
 Parking Hotline 020 7823 4567
 Karen Buck MP 020 8968 7999
 Mark Field MP 020 7219 8155


