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Welcome to another bumper 
issue of SEBRA NEWS W2. 
At 96 pages it's our biggest 
ever, but then we have so 

much news to report...
We continue to fine-tune the design of the 
magazine and we hope you like our new "no 
staples" format. We had a few instances of 
the cover detaching last time and this new 
"perfect bind" method certainly makes the 
presentation more professional.
Thanks to our editor Steve Olive for a 
sterling job, I hope you enjoy reading his 
article on page four.

Congratulations
The leader of Westminster Council, 
Philippa Roe was awarded a peerage in 
David Cameron's final honours list in June.  
She has chosen the name of Baroness 
Couttie (her married name). SEBRA offers 
many congratulations.

Brexit
These are very early days to see what 
affect the surprise outcome will have 
on our area but there has been no let 
up in planning applications received. 
(see Planning Bayswater on page 80)
Time will tell if the outcome of the vote 
curtails development, although one mainly 
residential scheme in Westbourne Grove 
does seem to have been put on hold for 
the time being.
The large fall in the pound against the US 
dollar and Euro has given a boost to the 
hotel and leisure industry and this has  
benefitted hotels, shops, restaurants and 
pubs in our area.

Whiteleys
Since our last issue we have not received 
any news from the owners and despite 
asking for an official statement from them 
for this issue, none was forthcoming.
We are due to meet them very soon, 
just after we go to press, to be shown 

amendments to the planning approval 
which are required to satisfy various 
conditions attached to the consent.
In the meantime the centre will not be 
closing down as planned at the end of this 
year. It will remain trading for another year 
and our hope is that this should encourage 
several "pop up" shops to open.

''The Cube''
We welcomed the withdrawal of  
"The Paddington Pole" but SEBRA believes 
that the proposed "Cube" is not the right 
building either.
We believe that whatever is built 
should be sympathetic to the area, 
and sit in harmony with the adjacent 
Grade 1 Listed Paddington station and 
other listed buildings in the vicinity.
In an ideal world we would have liked to 
see a ''Master Plan'' incorporating both the 
former Royal Mail site and that of St Mary's 
Hospital where the first stage of their major 
redevelopment proposals are awaited in  
the near future.

"Cube in Mis-Style Crisis"
With the "Die Shard 2" poster setting 
the bar pretty high, our editor was tasked 
to come up with something equally 
witty to start our recent campaign to 
"Stop The Paddington Cube".

It's fair to say that a number of people 
needed the headline explained, but those 
who understood the play on words did 
raise a smile.

Annual General Meeting
It is that time of year again - how time 
flies - I look forward to seeing you at 
the meeting in the Porchester Hall on 
23 November. 
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Editor

I vividly remember a call from John Zamit 
in March whilst standing on the 7th tee 
at Taunton & Pickeridge Golf Club here 
in Somerset. I’d just decided to risk my 

driver off the tee and now an even bigger 
decision was required. “Would I consider 
editing SEBRA NEWS W2?”
Up to that point I’d only occasionally spoken 
to John, with my SEBRA involvement 
being limited to building the new website 
under the guidance of the previous editor 
Christopher Tanous.
My initial reaction to John’s request was 
one of surprise, closely followed by a reply 
along the lines of “I live 150 miles away 
and know nothing of the area, how can I 
possibly do the job?”
As I write, eight months later, I still live 
150 miles away but it’s fair to say that I’ve 
become rather familiar with  “SEBRALAND”. 
Additionally it’s been my pleasure to make 
the acquaintance of some delightful people.
This Autumn 2016 edition is the third issue 
of SEBRA NEWS W2 that I’ve edited. I’m 
fortunate that my “real job” offers a huge 
amount of flexibility with my time, allowing 
me to work on the magazine as and when 
it is required.
When John suggested that I should write 
“From the Editor” for this issue I wasn’t 
too sure what the content of this piece 
should be. However, after some thought I 
decided to write a little about me and also 
about my “official” trips to Bayswater. First 
of all though...

How did I end up here?
I’ve often given serious thought about how 
the smallest decisions or chance meetings 
instigate some big changes in people’s lives. 
My position as Editor of SEBRA NEWS W2 
is a prime example. 
Back in 2008 I couldn’t decide whether or 
not to take up golf again. I wasn’t sure if 
I’d play enough and it’s not even a game I 
always enjoy.
However, the smell of freshly cut fairways 
on a sunny spring day stirred some emotions 
and I handed over my membership fee on 
the spot.
Had I not joined the golf club I’d never have 
met Christopher Tanous and were it not 
for a chance comment from a fellow golfer 
about my line of work the conversation 
might never have turned to websites.

Under such circumstances it wouldn’t be my 
picture at the top of this page, I probably 
wouldn’t have ever heard of SEBRA and 
I most certainly wouldn’t have enjoyed 
a “VIP” invitation to a summer party in 
Cleveland Square.
So I find it fascinating that many of the 
paths that govern the route our lives 
take are determined by relatively minor 
occurrences and I often wonder about all 
of the other “what ifs” and the outcomes 
to which they might have lead.

Anyway... Me
I’ll keep this short because there’s a lot to 
be said for brevity. I’m 52 years old and 
have been married to Jan since 1991. She’s 
just graduated with first-class honours in 
textile design. Jan wrote the Serpentine 
Galleries article in the summer edition of 
SEBRA NEWS W2 and the summer garden 
party report in this issue. We have a 22 
year old son called James; he’s a good lad. 
I’ve got a bit of a love for all things “spacey”. 
On my visits to London I cannot resist 
standing next to Apollo 10 in the science 
museum, thinking about one small step and 
one giant leap. I own two books signed by 
men who walked on the moon.
For 25 years I worked as a video editor for 
BBC Television. I was based in Shepherd’s 
Bush for the first three years and in Bristol 
for the rest of the time. These days I 
earn my living from website “stuff” and 
photography. 
That’s pretty much it though my little story 
wouldn’t be complete without mention of 
the “Paddington Pole” posters I produced 
and the small part I apparently played in 
not changing London’s skyline.

The Bayswater Visits
John and I decided that a few trips to 
London each year would be wise. As well 
as familiarising myself with the area and 
meeting our (much appreciated) advertisers, 
the visits would provide a chance to take 
photographs for each issue. I recall that 
within a minute of meeting John for the 
first time at Paddington Station he had 
me taking photographs of a licensing 
application at Burger King. (See P56 of the 
Spring 2016 edition).

During that visit we walked a good few 
miles finishing the day at 65 & King in 
Westbourne Grove. Following a spot to eat 
I took the photograph that accompanies 
John’s article on page 2.
On subsequent visits I’ve stayed at the 
excellent Lancaster London Hotel and the 
very stylish La Suite West, eaten a delicious 
dinner at Kalamaras in Inverness Mews, 
enjoyed a wonderful welcome at The 
Golden Horseshoe Casino in Queensway 
and got lost each time I’ve driven on the 
Westway. There have also been quite a 
number of visits to Cake Create and The 
Mitre with John Zamit expertly performing 
the role of host and guide.
And so to the Summer Garden Party, the 
highlight of my SEBRA year. It was a truly 
enjoyable evening and Jan was thrilled 
with the flowers presented to her. (By 
way of an apology for the late nights I 
spent working on the Spring Edition).  
The gesture was much appreciated.

And so I return to the thought I wrote 
about earlier. Enjoying canapés and 
cocktails in the company of dignitaries, 
councillors, MP’s and new friends, 
I reflected on the fact that if the 
groundsmen hadn’t been cutting grass on 
that morning at the golf club, it would have 
been a very different Monday night.
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SAFETY VALVE

Safety Valve

GWR 4900 Class Locomotive No. 4936 “Kinlet Hall”.
Built in 1929, she’s pictured at Bishops Lydeard Station.

This popular forum enables SEBRA and its members to "blow off steam" about anything affecting 
their lives, activities and freedoms and those of other local residents and local businesses. 
In this edition there's a double-page spread featuring letters about objections to The Cube and 
an excellent article about the dangers of Gloucester Terrace. Firstly though a contributor wishing 
to remain anonymous questions the finances of visitors from Eastern Europe...

Apparently in the up-and-coming 
Bayswater, the answer is, yes. 
So fashionable has our postcode 
become it seems, that we now 

have a wide choice of locally-born beggars 
as well as the newer economic migrants 
from Eastern Europe, all vying to capitalise 
on the opportunities that abound in the 
bustling tourist streets of Queensway and 
Westbourne Grove.  
Now, Cosgrove and I have nothing against 
beggars, live and let live and all that. Indeed, 
the recent immigrants seem quite polite and 
at least they dress in colourful traditional 
clothing. I had originally thought that this 
may herald the beginning of some street 
theatre; folk dancing, circus skills, that 
kind of thing, as per Covent Garden and 
St. Christopher’s Place, to enhance the 
atmosphere and shopping experience the 
Queensway property development com-
panies aspire to. Sadly not, since all they 
appear to do is, rather like Sally and I on a 
rainy day; sit, sit, sit, sit.
And I do not like it, not one little bit! Why? 
Not because I object in principle to beggars, 
as I have already said, assuming they are 
not breaking the law, they are entitled to 
make a living.

Though quite why people give them their 
hard earned money at all is beyond me, they 
are clearly neither hungry (most of them 
are fat) and not short of a few bob (you 
can see them in the Cake Create café most 
mornings attempting to change fistfuls of 
ten and twenty pound notes into fifties as 
they buy their coffees and cake). 

No, the reason I do not like it is because 
they sleep here, they work here, they make 
a fairly decent living here, but they don’t 
pay tax here! 

Which (to continue my titular metaphor) 
begs the question: "Why not, why not?"

“Cosgrove’s Cat” 
Queensway W2

BEGGAR MY NEIGHBOUR?
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This past weekend saw yet another 
serious accident on Gloucester 
Terrace - involving serious injury 
to at least two people. Two Fire 

Engines, three Ambulances and five Police 
Cars were involved - the street was shut to 
enable the fire brigade to cut open a car to 
extract the injured driver. There have been 
multiple other serious accidents involving 
ambulances, injuries, and much damage on 
this short residential street this year, as with 
every past year for the past 15 years - as 
long as I have lived here.
Only a few weeks ago, an accident involving 
severe injury, multiple ambulances, police 
vehicles, and complete road closure occurred 
less than 100 metres further down the 
same street. Over the last few years I have 
attended/comforted at least 10 people with 
severe injuries while awaiting ambulances 
at multiple accidents outside our doorstep 
- including one where a car hit our building. 
The same has happened to the residents 
who live opposite us.
Gloucester Terrace is a residential London 
street, it is not a motorway. 

This level of accidents would be 
unacceptable on any motorway - let alone 
on a residential street less than a mile long!
Enough is enough. The danger, not to 
mention the cost, is self-evident.
Repeated attempts over the years have 
been made to get Westminster Council to 
address this and take effective measures 
to make Gloucester Terrace safer, to no 
avail. Westminster Council’s failure to 
fix this problem means that in my own 
view the Council’s leadership now shares 
responsibility for the injuries, damage, and 
cost to the public finances caused by the 
ongoing accidents on this street. It is now 
time for action to solve this problem, before 
more serious injuries occur, or worse.

As local residents, we call upon Westminster 
Council to protect its residents without 
further delay by once and for all putting in 
place effective measures to:

1. Positively control the speed of vehicles 
travelling along Gloucester Terrace - a 
20MPH speed zone enforced by speed 
cameras. 
2. Make the intersections of Gloucester 
Terrace / Chilworth Street and Gloucester 
Terrace / Cleveland Terrace truly safer by 
blocking these intersections altogether or at 
least put in place traffic lights. The current 
"Give Way" signage is ineffective and is very 
often ignored.
On average at least once every week I 
witness someone driving the wrong way up 
the clearly signposted one-way section along 
Cleveland Terrace from Gloucester Terrace 
or ignoring the signage rules in another way.

The result is serious accidents. This has 
been highlighted in the SEBRA magazine 
on multiple occasions already. How long 
before another vehicle mounts the kerb 
and this time hits a pedestrian? There are 
children, elderly, and disabled people living 
in this street; and there are schools nearby. 
The risk is evident - the responsibility on 
Westminster Council to act is clear.

GLOUCESTER TERRACE - A TRAGEDY WAITING TO HAPPEN?
Mark Watters
Gloucester Terrace W2

WCC’s RESPONSE
After a number of requests, SEBRA 
has received the following response 
from Heather Acton, Cabinet Member 
Sustainability and Parking and Hyde Park 
Ward Councillor.
“Improved lines and signage will be 
implemented very shortly at the junctions of 
Cleveland Terrace and Chilworth Street with 
Gloucester Terrace. Stop signs and lines are 
to be introduced on the side roads at both 
junctions and additional SLOW markings in 
Gloucester Terrace. A road safety assessment 
between WCC and the police suggests that 
this will be a helpful remedial step.
In response to the road safety concerns 
reported helpfully by your members, this 
location is still being considered as a 
potential site for ‘vehicle activated speed’ 

(VAS) signs.  The decision on where VAS signs 
are implemented is priority and financing 
dependent and selected sites will be 
implemented in 2017. 
Gloucester Terrace is also a location that 
has been given to Community Roadwatch as 
a reported speeding “hotspot”. Community 
Roadwatch is a road safety initiative which 
aims to reduce speeding in residential areas. 
WCC is currently working in partnership with 
the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) to run 
Community Roadwatch. The scheme gives 
local residents the opportunity to work side 
by side with their local police teams and 
use speed detection equipment to identify 
speeding vehicles. Any information captured 
through Community Roadwatch will help to 
identify whether further interventions are 
required”.

SEBRA Chairman's response:
"We are pleased to see that at long last 
the council is taking this matter seriously.  
We welcome the proposed stop 
lines and signs at the junctions with 
Cleveland Terrace and Chilworth Street. 
We also welcome the additional "SLOW" 
carriageway markings and trust these 
measures will be implemented within a 
matter of weeks.
However these improvements do not in 
anyway go far enough and more is required. 
First can be the introduction of speed 
activated warning signs at each junction 
as mentioned in our last issue of the 
magazine. Secondly, and most importantly, 
is that  Gloucester Terrace should urgently 
be reviewed to become a 20MPH road with 
speed cameras installed."
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The architect and developer of the new scheme for 
Paddington regeneration have chosen not to recognize the 
animosity and resentment from local residents towards 
the last and current proposal for Paddington. Signor Piano 

and Mr Sellar have trodden on the top of the Pole and squashed 
it into a Cube – both designs completely at odds with the area. 
This is taking no heed of the huge previous outcry which was 
made by the public at the initial presentation of the scheme, when 
a totally different and more sympathetic architectural approach 
for the area was asked for, and which has  not been received.
The bulk of this new building overpowers anything in the area, 
dwarfing any current building which has been left standing and 
will hang over Paddington Station and St Mary’s hospital like some 
malevolent glass cloud hovering on its 12 metre legs over a piazza 
and shops which will totally obliterate the local businesses which 
currently operate in the area.
It is, apparently, going to “glimmer and shine”:  I don’t think that 
either the architect or the developer has visited Paddington and 
looked closely at the buildings currently there: glass windows 
in the area are filthy from the traffic on local roads, the railway 
and the local pigeons, so not much glimmering or shining there. 

Mr Sellar may feel that he will be upgrading and modernising 
Paddington but has he paid any attention to what the local 
residents and travellers want and need.  Westminster City Council 
is quoted as saying “There is no such thing as a done deal” – prove 
it, WCC, prove it.

They used to be known as property "Speculators"  but now 
the likes of Sellar call themselves "Developers", which, I 
suppose puts a nice spin on things if you are a sucker for 
all their pretentious nonsense about a crystal floating in 

the sky, improving the neighbourhood... blah blah blah…
This massive construction involves the demolition of a fine period 
building. It involves years of upheaval: noise, pollution, dust, traffic-
disruption, only to finish with an overly huge glass box that will 
result in causing light pollution at night and shadowing in the day 
and wind tunnels (plus more nuisance).
Yes Paddington, in the immediate vicinity of the station, is a bit run 
down but that is what one will find next to any main-line station 
pretty much everywhere in the world; it comes with the territory, 
the social behaviour of travellers; they arrive at the station, not 
to linger and admire the local architecture, but to continue on to 
their planned destination. An imposing and ugly monolith won’t 
change that.

What about the patients and staff at St. Mary’s Hospital? If you are 
a patient there for more than a couple of days, you crave daylight 
or a view of the sky. You want to be able to open a window for 
some air, which will be impossible during the construction period 
because of noise, dust and fumes. You don’t want to be cast into 
shadow in the daytime and then lit up at night by some sort of 
giant floodlight.
At the SEBRA AGM 2014, Leader of the Council Philippa Roe 
boastfully claimed that Westminster City Council would have no 
tall buildings. Within a few months the "Paddington Pole" loomed 
up; then we have Merchant Square and the Edgware Road builds. 
Why should we ever believe her statements again? She has no 
credibility and is full of hot air.
A SPECULATOR is "someone who risks losses for the possibility 
of considerable gain". Sellar and Co should pay heed to that. Just 
by dint of spending millions on a piece of land doesn’t give you 
the right to build whatever you want to the detriment of the area 
and against the wishes and opinions of its (Paddington’s) residents.

The Paddington Cube
The Sellar Property Group's replacement for The Paddington Pole is something 
that SEBRA strongly objects to. You can read more about our position on our 
website, but here we present a few opinions sent in by our members.

"TRODDEN ON THE POLE AND SQUASHED IT INTO A CUBE"

"AN IMPOSING AND UGLY MONOLITH"
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A s members will know, SEBRA's position on the design 
of the “Cube” is that it is totally unsuitable for the area. 
Regrettably, the developers (Sellar Group) have been 
more concerned with marketing spin than the design 

of the building itself.  
Apparently unwilling to learn from the public relations disaster of 
the 72-storey Paddington Pole application, the newly-appointed 
public relations company, HardHat, appears to have paid only lip 
service to the public consultation requirements of the planning 
process. 
Residents and other stakeholders have had to attend numerous 
exhibitions, some of which failed to present any designs at all, 
while others repeated the information presented at previous 
“consultations”.  We cannot help but conclude that this modus 
operandi was designed to frustrate and exhaust any public interest 
in the final design. 
We are concerned that the proposals are characterized by several 
serious misrepresentations:
• The building is repeatedly referred to as being 14 floors.  This 

is not at all true, as the Cube might be 14 storeys, but there is 
a plinth approximately 3 storeys high, and two extra floors on 
the roof, making a total of 19 storeys.

• Many respondents to the online questionnaire were irritated 
by the fact that questions were phrased in a leading way, for 
example, “under 20 floors” was the lowest you could go in terms 
of height preference.  

The results of the public consultation, as presented by the 
developers, are at odds with the opinions of our Members – leading 
us to question the validity of the consultation process.
Unfortunately, once again, the Sellar Group have focused on forcing 
through their own commercial interest, rather than listening to 
the views of residents and other local stakeholders.
Very clearly at odds with the varied streetscape typical of this 
section of Praed Street, the “Cube” is a pattern-book style building.  
There is nothing innovative about the “generic”, commercial, 
relentless, po-faced and neutral façade of this building which 
could belong to any glazed modern shopping centre.  

The building resembles Kieran Timberlake’s new American Embassy 
and Renzo Piano’s own Columbia University “Palace of Light” 
in New York, which are anything but crystalline or floating, as 
promised by the “Cube” propaganda.
As the photo on the left shows, the scale of this building dwarfs 
the surrounding architecture; in terms of height, the “Cube” doesn’t 
even get going until the neighbouring buildings have finished. 
Piano’s building is massive, and very definitely too big for its site.  
There is no “breathing space” around it; the developer has squeezed 
out every possible square inch available. A case of maximising 
and not optimising.
The materials chosen for the cladding are totally abstract and 
modern, in sharp contrast with the prevalent palette of the 
surrounding buildings. The architect has chosen to stand-out 
rather than fit-in. This major choice, for an abstract and “cool” 
look is in stark contrast with the local historic setting; should it 
represent the thin end of the wedge, Paddington would no doubt 
lose a lot of its character.
How can it be that we are being asked to accept the destruction of 
the Post Office Sorting Office which has much character and really 
contributes to the quality of the immediate area, and replacement 
with a generic, glazed plinth?  

"SCALE OF THE BUILDING DWARFS THE SURROUNDING ARCHITECTURE"

A striking resemblance - Kieran Timberlake's design 
for the new American Embassy in London

"Pattern Book Styling" 
 Renzo Piano's "Palace of Light"  
Columbia University, New York

"Maximising, not optimising..." 
"The Cube doesn't even get going until the 

neighbouring buildings have finished"
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Around Bayswater
In this edition we feature photos and a report of the Summer Garden Party; tell the history of the area's 
oldest Italian Restaurant and include articles from regular contributors such as Hallfield School, German 
YMCA and Paddington Children's Library. There's also a brace of stories from SEBRA member Bob Rogers, 
beginning with one that's most appropriate at this time of year.

Bearing in mind that this a time 
of Remembrance, I thought it 
appropriate to draw attention to 
the remarkable war memorial for 

the serving forces who died in the First 
and Second World Wars being employees 
of the Great Western Railway. 
The memorial stands on Platform One 
and the royal waiting room entrance was 
redesigned in 1919 by Thomas Tait of 
Burnet, Tait and Lorne to accommodate 
the memorial. This features a single 
soldier reading a letter (from home) and 
without a weapon in sight. I believe this 
is possibly the only war memorial where 
no weapons form part of the structure.

The memorial was the work of Charles 
Sargeant Jagger who was born in Yorkshire 
in 1885 and died on 16 November 1934 
following active service in the First World 
War. He was a British sculptor who 
sculpted many works on the theme of war 
and is best known for his war memorials, 
especially the Royal Artillery Memorial at 
Hyde Park Corner.

This features a giant sculpture of a 
howitzer surrounded by four bronze 
soldiers and stone relief scenes, and is 
dedicated to casualties in the British 
Royal Regiment of Artillery in the first 
World War.
When war broke out in 1914, Jagger gave 
up his Rome scholarship to join the Army, 
first in the Artists’ Rifles and in 1915 he 
was commissioned in the Worcestershire 
Regiment serving in Gallipoli and on the 
Western Front, being wounded three times. 
He was awarded the Military Cross for 
gallantry. When Jagger was commissioned 
to work on the Royal Artillery memorial 
he remarked to the Daily Express "The 
experience in the trenches persuaded me 
of the necessity for frankness and truth."

By comparison with the Great Western 
memorial without weapons, one could 
cite his Sculpture of a Sentry as a bronze 
soldier wearing greatcoat and helmet as 
in the GWR figure but holding a bayonet, 
now at the Britannia Hotel in Manchester.

At this time when tens of thousands of 
immigrants are seeking refuge across 
Europe, it is interesting to consider the 
Hulton Archive/Getty Images of the 
thousand West Indian immigrants arriving 
at Paddington in 1956.

Bob Rogers
Orsett Terrace W2

A REMARKABLE WAR MEMORIAL AT PADDINGTON STATION
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QUEEN CAROLINE GROTTO

When the scaffold came down 
from the Queen Caroline 
Grotto near the Italian Gar-
dens and the new and quite 

attractive restaurant near the toilet block, 
I had expected to see the interior wood-
work revitalised, the graffiti removed and 
the wooden bench refurbished.
But nothing of the sort had happened … so 
paint is still flaking from the ceiling and the 
interior has a rather shabby appearance, so 
presumably all the work was on the roof 
and the external walls to the rear of the 
structure which is not seen.  

HANGING BASKETS
On a lighter note, it is interesting to see 
that Crossrail have obviously been infected 
with enthusiasm for one of Westminster’s 
outstanding features, the suspended flower 
baskets. 
They have joined in the scheme, so to 
speak, by placing four or five mini baskets 
at the entrance to the site at the junction of 
Eastbourne Terrace and Praed Street, which 
is nice.  Please see photograph provided by 
Teresa Stokes on her roving bicycle.

ROYAL MAIL
In May 2012 Royal Mail were very 
concerned about the activities of a company 
called TNT Post UK.  Whilst this company 
is no longer a problem to Royal Mail, what 
have Royal Mail done? They have changed 
the collection times from all our post boxes 
from 6.30 pm to the extraordinarily early 
time of 4pm.

Unless you are prepared to leave your office 
mid-afternoon with a bundle of post under 
your arm, putting a first class stamp on 
your mail and not seeing it collected till 
the following day isn’t going to help Royal 
Mail deliver you a first class service. 
My own opinion is that Royal Mail have 
done this without any consultation to suit 
their own conveniences and practicalities, 
whatever they might be, and Royal Mail 
customers are just being taken for granted 
and not able to protest. 
I just wish to draw this to the attention of 
our readers, most of whom I am sure still 
use the Royal Mail despite the present day 
preference for email.

ALL CHANGE ALL CHANGE
In mid November 2016 it is very likely we 
shall see TFL re-route bus number 436 at 
Vauxhall to run to Battersea Park instead 
of Paddington, and vice versa of course.  
Now the beauty of having the 436 turn 
up in Praed Street to collect passengers 
bound for Victoria and other destinations 
was that it turned up as an empty bus on 
which of course passengers soon packed 
themselves in. 
So it will all be down now to the 36 route 
to take passengers on their way to Victoria 
and beyond, and it will be interesting to see 
how successful this is, or if we are going 
to have overcrowded 36 buses coming all 
the way from Queens’s Park. 

I think there will be cause to regret the 
withdrawal of the 436 between Battersea 
Park and Paddington, and Paddington 
and Battersea Park. To emphasise the 
point further, I believe that route 23 
will be curtailed at Aldwych rather than 
run on to Liverpool Street, which would 
presumably put more pressure on route 205 
which currently runs via Liverpool Street 
on its journey between Bow Church and 
Paddington Cleveland Terrace.

A CHILLY WAIT
Just for the record the National Express A6 
coach to Stansted from Paddington makes 
for a difficult start to the journey for some 
passengers, because the bus stop is on the 
Bishop’s Bridge with no shelter whatsoever 
provided against sun or rain.

In addition the coach curiously deviates 
from the normal line of routes of most 
buses that use Eastbourne Terrace, by 
using instead Westbourne Terrace, which 
makes for a very difficult turn to the left 
from the bridge for such a large vehicle, 
and I think it’s the only bus which turns 
into Westbourne Terrace. 

Perhaps some thought could be given to 
using Eastbourne Terrace where the road 
is wider at that junction. 

Bob Rogers
Orsett Terrace W2

MATTERS ARISING

Editors note: We understand that the 
changes are not going to take place until 
mid-November and that the Post Office 
in Praed Street will accept post until 6pm. 
In the Westbourne Grove area some of the 
collections will be at 5:30pm, including the 
Post Office in Queensway
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Very few events split public 
opinion as much as the Notting 
Hill Carnival, but with the 50th 
carnival now well behind us its 

longevity cannot be questioned.
As Europe’s largest street festival this 
celebration of Afro-Caribbean culture 
can also be regarded as a celebration of 
diversity in the nation’s capital, and around 
two million people attended the 2016 event
There are countless reports of the event to 
be found online, but here we’ve summed 
up a few facts and figures which we hope 
will be of interest to our readers.
The police operation cost around £6m 
with 7,000 officers on duty throughout 
the weekend, but that figure is outwieghed 
by the £93m boost to London’s economy.
A massive steel barrier was erected at 
Bishop’s Bridge Road’s junction with 
Porchester Road to help control access.
45 police officers were injured during the 
carnival and there were four stabbings on 
Sunday 28th (Children’s Day).
There were 454 arrests with 169 of those 
for drug offences and 90 for possession of 
knives or other offensive weapons. Drug 
offences for the possession of what were 
previous “legal highs” numbered 38 and a 
large cannister of “Happy Crack” was seized 
in Queensway. The cannister had a street 
value of £150,000.

The London Ambulance service reported  
many injuries over the two days, with 170 
people being taken to hospital.
Graffiti and Fly-Posting was rife and Veolia 
ran a “military style” campaign to clean up 
after the event; 170 street cleaners, refuse 
staff and waste managers used refuse 
trucks and mechanical sweepers to collect 
200 tons of rubbish.
It should be noted that a vast amount of 
the rubbish collected by Veolia was recycled 
with a reported 97,000 kWh of green 
electricity the result.
The clean up was widely praised with WCC 
Councillor Melyn Caplan, Cabinet Member 
for City Management reporting:

“Through the hard work and commitment of 
the council and Veolia’s clean-up staff you 
wouldn’t know that such a huge event had 
taken place’’.
The 2017 event takes place on 27/28 
August. Westminster City Council states:
“...along with the police it would ‘thoroughly 
review’ the carnival - as it did every year”.
Like all who reside in the area, SEBRA 
hopes that the council’s review can help 
to reduce the levels of crime and violence as 
The Notting Hill Carnival enters its second 
half-century.
Jack Gordon's article "A Fair Cop" which can 
be found on page 72, discusses The Notting 
HiIl Carnival

GLORIOUS OR NOTORIOUS?
THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE NOTTING HILL CARNIVAL
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The long cherished plan to place 
a Green Plaque on the wall of 
124 Westbourne Terrace, which 
was used by the Austrian Centre 

in World War II, came about on a chilly 
afternoon on 13 October 2016 when the 
Austrian ambassador, Dr Martin Eichtinger, 
unveiled the plaque in front of an apprecia-
tive audience, some of whom had travelled 
long distances to get to the event.

Westminster council was represented by 
Councillor Peter Freeman, Deputy Cabinet 
Member for Built Environment and Abbey 
Road Ward Councillor.
Prior to this, I had visited the Austrian 
Cultural Forum in Rutland Gate, where I 
spoke with Stephanie Altman the librarian.  
She was interested in my enquiry and very 
quickly found me a book on the very sub-
ject that I was interested in, called Out of 
Austria co-authored by a number of people 
and published in 2008.  This is the first book 
on the cultural and political life of Austrian 
refugees in Britain during the war.
Although precise figures are hard to 
come by there were probably around 
30,000 Austrian refugees from National 
Socialism in Britain by September 1939, 
of whom perhaps 90% were Jewish and 
the remaining 10% political or intellectual 
exiles (these groups cannot of course be 
seen as mutually exclusive).
They first found their way to Britain as 
early as 1933.  Others arrived in the wake 
of the brief Austrian civil war of February 
1934. However, it was the Anschluss, 
Hitler’s annexation of Austria on 11 
March 1938, that was the cause of really 
significant numbers of Austrian refugees 
seeking refuge in Britain, while the events 
of Reichskristallnacht or Crystal Night in 
November 1938 precipitated a further 
influx of refugees that continued up until 
the outbreak of war.  The book provides 
a detailed account of life in Britain for 
Austrians and the easiest way to explain 
things is to quote directly from the book.
The Austrians were fortunate in being 
granted the use by the Bishop of London’s 
Paddington estate of a vacant house 
near Paddington station namely 124 

Westbourne Terrace that was awaiting 
demolition [and that is another story] and 
a few months later the house next door, 
number 126. 
A third house, 132 Westbourne Terrace was 
acquired in the same way later in the year.  
Work began immediately on renovation and 
furnishing – the entire contents, library, 
musical instruments, furniture, kitchen 
equipment and the radio were the result 
of donations. All the work was carried out 
by exiled Austrians.  Carpenters, decorators, 
plumbers did their jobs. Doctors rubbed 
down the floors and washed the walls and 
physicists had to test out their theoretical 
knowledge and installed electric circuits.
The centre was inaugurated on the 15 
and 16 March 1939.  Wilhelm Jerusalem, 
a habitual visitor to the centre during 
the second half of 1939 fondly recalled 
the dispossessed yet resolute people he 
encountered there as well as the remarkable 
range of facilities on offer:
“I quickly grew to value and love the new type 
of people who came together here. There was 
not a single one among them whom the new 
barbarism had not robbed of a vital aspect of 
their life: their livelihood, their means, their 
family ties. Children without parents, parents 
without children. And yet with a will and a 
courage beyond compare all were setting 
about establishing a new life.  And the centre 

gathered them all to its bosom. It offered 
them food and drink at the cheapest possible 
prices – newspapers and radio.  Books, shoe 
repairs, lectures. For a paltry sum of money 
one could experience the very best that art, 
science, music and literature had to offer.”  
Other branches certainly existed in Swiss 
Cottage, complete with a theatre called 
the Laterndl, and in Seven Sisters.  Also in 
Birmingham and Manchester and it would 
seem in other places as well.
"There was a very real and dominating political 
background within this influx of Austrians 
representing monarchists, communists, and 
various sorts of socialist. And there was 
much argument and discussion in the various 
committees set up to run the centre and to 
provide material comforts etc for the Austrians 
now living in London.  A newspaper was also 
published and there was a separate group 
for young people which was very active, and 
the centre was closed on 15 January 1947".
This is just a brief synopsis from the book 
"Out of Austria" previously mentioned 
and which I suggest anybody interested in 
greater details for whatever reason should 
seek out and borrow it as I did from the 
Austrian Cultural Forum.

Bob Rogers
Orsett Terrace W2

THE AUSTRIAN CENTRE IN WORLD WAR II

KALAMARAS
LONDON’S OLDEST AND FINEST GREEK RESTAURANT

FOUNDED IN 1966

HEALTHY GREEK  MEDITERRANEAN FOOD

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY
From 17:00 to MIDNIGHT

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
Lunch: 12:30 to 15:00

Dinner: 17:00 to MIDNIGHT

66 INVERNESS MEWS
LONDON W2 3JQ

Just off Queensway - Fully Licensed

For Reservations: Tel 020 7727 9122 or  020 7727 5082

Email: info@kalamarastavern.com

www.kalamarastavern.com
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Bayswater residents have a valuable 
asset right on their doorstep: the 
East-West Cycle Superhighway, 
stretching from Bayswater 

through the parks and Westminster to 
the City and beyond.
The Cycle Superhighway sets a new 
standard for cycle routes.  A substantially 
segregated, two-way cycle track to 
separate cyclists from motor traffic 
eliminates the risk of collision between 
cyclists and motor vehicles. Junctions too 
are being made safer with separate signal 
phases for cyclists. 
The sections of the route along the West 
Carriage Drive of Hyde Park, through 
Parliament Square and along the Victoria 
Embankment are already complete.
Those along the South Carriage Drive 
and in Bayswater will be completed this 
year. The sections alongside Green Park 
and St James’s Park will be tackled in the 
new year. 
The Mayor of London has still to give the 
go-ahead to extending the route along 
Westway to Acton. It would certainly be 
useful to extend it up Westbourne Terrace 
and into Westbourne Terrace Road, 
providing a link to the Little Venice area.

IS CYCLING FOR YOU?
Since the beginning of the century, 
cycling has increased between 2.4 and 6.1 
times in different places in Westminster, 
according to regular counts conducted by 
Westminster Cycling Campaign. So what 
is the attraction?
As well as being a convenient and 
economical form of transport, cycling is 
reliable. It is not affected by strikes, signal 
failures or "incidents".
Cycling is also a quick way of getting 
from place to place. Journey planners on 
Transport for London and other websites 
usually show that cycling is second only to 
taxi as the fastest choice for most journeys 
in Central London, beating other forms of 
public transport. 
The health benefits of cycling are being 
increasingly recognised. Regular physical 
activity reduces the risk of diseases such 
as diabetes, heart disease, and several 
cancers. One way for people to increase 
their levels of physical activity is through 
"active travel" – for example walking and 
cycling. People often start but later give 
up other forms of exercise, especially if 
they have difficulty finding the time to do 
it. By contrast, no extra time is required to 
switch a journey to cycling from another 
mode – and there may even be a saving 
in time.
Concern has been raised about the 
potential risk due to air pollution while 
cycling in urban environments. However, 

a recent study by researchers from the 
Centre for Diet and Activity Research and 
Medical Research Council Epidemiology 
Unit at the University of Cambridge 
has shown that air pollution risks will 
not negate the health benefits of active 
travel in the vast majority of urban areas 
worldwide – including London. Even in 
Delhi – with pollution levels 10 times 
those in London – people would need 
to cycle over 5 hours per week before 
the pollution risks outweigh the health 
benefits.

But for most cyclists, the choice between 
a cycle ride through the park and a journey 
in a crowded tube or a slow-moving bus 
or car is simply a "no-brainer".

THE EAST-WEST CYCLE SUPERHIGHWAY:
A VALUABLE ASSET FOR SEBRALAND

Colin lives in Pimlico and is the chairman of Westminster Cycling 
Campaign, the local  group of the London Cycling Campaign. 

Colin Wing

Article author Colin Wing
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Social Affairs

Very recently, September in fact, 
Ipsos MORI, the well-respected 
market research organisation, was 
commissioned by Her Majesty’s 

Inspectorate of Constabulary (HMIC) to 
undertake a survey, with a completed 
sample of over 25,000 people across 
England and Wales, to test the temperature 
of the public’s opinion towards the police. 
The survey was the first of its kind mounted 
by  HMIC and included questions on local 
policing, community contact and serious and 
organised crime.
The survey’s findings naturally noted 
differences in experiences and perceptions 
across the country seen through the lens 
of an urban or rural area or an affluent or 
deprived area which had a distinct influence 
on how local policing was viewed. 
In the main, the crystallised findings from 
the survey were particularly positive, with 
about three quarters of all respondents 
being satisfied with their area and feeling 
safe after dark.
However, the survey also found that people 
living in more deprived neighbourhoods 
felt unsafe and worried more about 
crime and anti-social behaviour. This was 
disproportionally the case amongst black 
and ethnic minority groups where these 
concerns weighed more heavily.
Tellingly, and perhaps more surprisingly, 
16-24 year olds felt more unsafe than 65+ 
year olds by a margin of 10 per cent.
Neighbourhood policing is of significant 
interest here, three times more people were 
satisfied than dissatisfied with local policing 
(52% against 17%).
I was surprised to find that when asked 
about changes in local police services the 
majority of respondents (65%) did not feel 
levels of services had changed over the past 
year against 18% of people who felt that 
the level of service had deteriorated over 
last year.

Of the sample nearly a third of people had 
contact with the local police last year: 17% 
as a victim and 3% as a result of a stop and 
search or an arrest.
Respondents living in poorer more deprived 
areas, younger people and groups from black 
and ethnic minority backgrounds were more 
likely to have had contact with the police.
Respondents drew heavily on personal 
experience when commenting on the 
police with just over half agreeing they were 
treated fairly and with respect. The more 
frequent the contact the more positive were 
the views expressed.
Whilst, even in these straightened times, 
most people did not hold strong views about 
value for money with half of people surveyed 
not knowing enough to say whether their 

local force’s budget increased or decreased 
over the following year, police visibility was 
another matter entirely.
It was found that seeing a uniformed police 
presence is important to people and more 
were dissatisfied than satisfied with the 
levels of uniformed policing in their areas.
Paradoxically, six out of ten have not done 
anything to find out about local policing 
in the past year, although, it would seem 
that over three quarters said they were 
interested in finding out more about local 

policing. Yet, again, only 3% of people have 
attended a local police meeting and only 
7% had received a police newsletter: which 
says a great deal about actual voluntary 
engagement from both sides.
At the same time and compounding the 
position over twice as many people did not 
feel well informed about local policing than 
felt informed (64% to 31%).
On a more positive note 62% who had 
contact with the police were satisfied with 
the services they received, particularly if 
they had been told what to expect and that 
was what happened.
Whilst we all seem, as SEBRA members, 
to be aware of internet scams, with some 
falling victim, in the survey less than 0.5% 
of people had been a victim or witness to 

cyber-crime and of that miniscule number 
only half had reported it to the police. And 
here is a highlight of the survey which 
should allow the police to bask in some 
reflected glory: 
“Overall people were twice more likely to 
speak positively about their local police 
than to express negative views.”
 Now, I have picked this crystallized piece 
of research because it begs an important 
question. Whilst the survey focused on 
the relationship between the public and 
the police picking up on engagement; 

A FAIR COP?  

Jack, our own Special Correspondent, SEBRA Committee Member 
and Chairman of the Safer Neighbourhoods Police Panel for 
Westbourne Park Ward, discusses the results of a Ipsos MORI poll 
which examined the public’s attitude to the police and also explores 
the divergent views surrounding the Notting Hill Carnival.

Jack Gordon

OUR POLICE THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS
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contact; satisfaction and an overall view 
of interaction, would it be intensely churlish 
of me to point out that, as far as I could see, 
"Trust" was conspicuous by its absence as 
a question in the survey.
Looking at the some dark stains on the 
police’s character over the years where 
the scar tissue still exists: The Birmingham 
Six; The Guildford Four; Jean Charles de 
Menezes at Stockwell Station; going back to  
Clement Blair Peach and the Special Patrol 
Group; coming forward to Ian Tomlinson 
the news vendor who was knocked down 
by a police officer and later died; Plebgate; 
Hillsborough to say nothing of a large 
contingent of police accompanied by BBC 
cameras descending on Cliff Richard’s 
house at the crack of dawn.
I think the point here is not so much 
the miscarriages of justice, as blatantly 
obvious as they turned out to be, but the 
unscrupulousness of the police authorities 
in covering up the facts, denying the 
truth and issuing misinformation. In an 
over-communicating world the police 
are still communicating less and then 
not transparently or anywhere quickly 
enough. “Quis custodiet ipsos custodies” 
springs to mind.

IS THE CARNIVAL OVER?...
Having had some opportunity to learn more 
from the survey about the public’s views of 
the police it may be interesting to receive 
some understanding from them about 
their own feelings and those bodies that 
support them. Such an opportunity, in the 
form of our very own Notting Hill Carnival, 
presented itself just recently.
The event, which can provide quite an 
emotional schism between detractors 
and supporters, certainly concentrated 
the minds of the police.
"Notting Hill Carnival: Police Officers Dread 
the Event" ran a BBC news item at the time. 
The piece went on to explain the rank and 
file police’s concern as they felt that they 
were being used as “professional punch 
bags.” 
According to the story these officers 
have called for a “full-scale review” of the 
Carnival after eight of them were hurt and 
taken to hospital.
For their part the police made 454 arrests 
and four people were wounded in stabbings 
during the event.
Ken Marsh, chairman of the Metropolitan 
Police Federation, the staff organisation to 
which every constable, sergeant, inspector 
and chief inspector in the Metropolitan 
Police Service belongs-a total of more than 
30,000 officers-and who has had its own 
share of problems over the years said that 
the Carnival had been hijacked by "trouble 
makers".

"Carnage at the Notting Hill Carnival" and 
"Bank Holiday Battleground" stood out as 
two other lurid headlines from The Mail 
Online and the Mirror Online with Ken 
Marsh being quoted more fully:

“A seemingly growing number of people appear 
intent on hijacking this Carnival and turning 
it into a Bank Holiday battleground. The 
Glastonbury music festival had 40 arrests this 
year. Notting Hill had 10 times that amount. 
The organisers need to understand that this 
event cannot carry on regardless. I think many 
Londoners will wonder whether the significant 
amount of taxpayers’ money spent policing 
this event is frankly worth it.”

No prizes then for working out the view 
of the Police Federation and without 
having to read between the lines either. 
The Metropolitan Police Federation has 
never minced its words and has been 
regarded as being as subtle as a wrecking 
ball in the past. But does Ken Marsh have 
a point or is it just narrow bombast?

We haven’t the benefit of an Ipsos MORI 
poll to ascertain the views of the public, 
both residents and Carnival goers, and it 
would be extremely interesting to get the 

views of SEBRA members on what can be a 
vexed and polarizing issue. A hardy annual, 
you might say. 
This is of particular interest to me. I was 
on a tributary committee for the Notting 
Hill Carnival in the early sixties (there were 
a number of groups at the time and as 
always with the birth of a successful idea 
many claim the parentage).
It is only natural that having been 
associated with the Carnival from an early 
stage I remain close to the founding ethos 
and guiding principles which was to offer a 
resolute antidote to the Notting Hill race 
riots of the late fifties.
In the years since 1964 the Afro-Caribbean 
communities have created a platform 
to celebrate a proud culture and a fine 
tradition which has since been woven into 
the rich tapestry of London life.
Now, as the Carnival celebrates 50 years 
and has since become one of the largest 
street parties in Europe have we reached 
a cross road; a moment for re-evaluation 
and re-assessment that may bring radical 
change?
Or put another way, in the words of the 
Seekers’ song which was a hit when the 
event reached its first birthday: is the 
Carnival over?…at least as we know it?
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Former Mayor Boris was very active 
in pursuing the interests of London 
both in Britain and overseas. As was 
his predecessor Mayor Ken Living-

stone. Now, our new Mayor, Sadiq Khan, is 
emulating them both in proving energetic  
and involving himself in a vast range of 
London's issues.
Examples of the new Mayor’s initiatives 
during his first months in office include the 
following amongst others:

AIR POLLUTION
As part of the Mayor’s campaign against 
air pollution in London, drivers who leave 
their engines idling are being targeted in 
a pilot scheme in the City of London in 
which teams of residents, council air quality 
wardens and volunteers, urge parked 
motorists to switch off their engines while 
waiting in traffic queues.

The programme is to be extended to a 
number of other council areas including 
Westminster. Clean air squads will be 
deployed on certain days in pedestrian 
zones outside schools and hospitals as 
part of the campaign. These squads  will 
be funded by £127,000 over three years 
from the Mayor’s Air Quality Fund with 
more than £100,000 in matching funding 
from London’s town halls.
The City of London, which has a fleet 
of over 300 vehicles, is stopping the 

purchasing or leasing of diesel vehicles 
when they need replacing.
On 9 September, two new all-electric bus 
routes were launched using 51 electric 
single deck buses.  This takes the number 
of electric buses in use in London to 73 
making it the largest such electric bus 
fleet in Europe.

THE MAYOR’S TRAVELS
Mayor Sadiq has been to the United 
States and Canada, in the hope of creating 
business links and to show that London 
remains open to business despite Brexit.  
During his 5-day tour he addressed a Global 
Summit in Montreal convened by Canadian 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau.  In the US he 
met the Mayors of Chicago and New York, 
and shared a platform with Chelsea Clinton 
at a Clinton Foundation Conference.

AIRPORTS
The Mayor made it clear to the government 
that he was not in favour of the 
controversial plan for runway extension 
at Heathrow Airport and preferred the 
alternative at Gatwick.   

MAYORIAL ELECTION STRATEGY
Mayor Sadiq has urged the Labour Party 
to seize the chance to win control of all 
England’s cities in next year’s mayoral 
elections. He mentioned the prospect 
of a new generation of powerful Labour 
figures- like him with their own electoral 
mandates. He said: “With Labour in power 
in big cities in the North we can prove that 
we are ready for government”. 

THE LABOUR LEADER 
The Mayor expressed his concern, in an 
article in the Evening Standard, about the 
clash over the selection of a new leader for 
the Labour Party. He added that moving 
on this matter must not result in a split in 
the party.
A split would be catastrophic, and not 
just for those who desperately want to 
see Labour values put into action but for 
the entire country which badly needed a 
strong opposition.

He added “History tells us that political 
parties that split are out of power for at 
least a generation.  Those who broke away 
to form the Social Democratic Party in the 
early Eighties made it impossible for Labour 
to win a general election for another 16 
years".

THE GARDEN BRIDGE 
Mayor Sadiq has indicated cold feet on the 
proposed Garden Bridge on the Thames. He 
asked Dame Margaret Hodge to conduct 
a review into the finances of the project. 
The Garden Bridge Trust hopes to start 
construction later this year but opposition 
seems to be mounting because of the cost.

David's regular article on what the Mayor and London Assembly members 
(AM’s) are up to. David has been a SEBRA Committee member for around 
thirty years and is a former editor of this magazine. 

Mayor Sadiq and the 
Assembly Watchdogs

David Brewin

MAYOR GOES INTO ACTION ON ALL FRONTS
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NEW PRIMARY SCHOOL 
CURRICULUM
The Mayor has launched a new curriculum 
which has been drawn up for London 
primary schools. It includes an education 
in, for example the secrets of the London 
Underground, hidden rivers, wartime 
bunkers and Roman houses.
Mayor Khan has appointed his official 
deputy Joanne McCartney to oversee 
education in the capital even though the 
Mayor has few formal responsibilities in 
this area.  

TRAFALGAR SQUARE
He also unveiled the new art work for 
Trafalgar square’s four plinth. It is a huge 
bronze structure of a thumbs-up gesture 
by David Shrigley -  although viewed from 
in front it rather resembles a seven-metre  
piece of self-abuse.  

ROAD ACCIDENTS
The Mayor has started planning for tens of 
thousands of lorries with poor sightlines 
to be banned from London roads within 
four years, to better protect cyclists and 
pedestrians. Lorries are involved in more 
than half the cycling deaths in London and 
more than a fifth of pedestrian deaths, 
despite making up only 4% of motor traffic .

BUS FARES PLEDGE 
BEING QUESTIONED
Transport for London (TfL) has been 
under attack as it tries to implement 
the Mayor’s pledge not to increase fares 
during his first term in office.  TfL said that 
the pledge would cost £640 million and 
that it would be funded by a major cost 
cutting programme which would include 
organisational restructuring, cuts to agency 
staff, a recruitment freeze, a freeze on the 
pay of senior staff, and cuts to various free 
travel perks.
However, questions were raised on whether 
Mayor Sadiq would be able to keep his 
original pledge for ALL fares to be frozen 
as it emerged that only single and pay-as-
you-go fares would be covered.

Meanwhile, the London Assembly’s Budget 
and Performance Committee, has released 
a report entitled: "Transport for London’s 
Financial Challenge". It states that the 
reduction of TfL’s grant from government, 
the Mayor’s fare freeze, and bus hopper 
ticket commitments, are putting TfL under 
enormous pressure and the organisation 
now faces a cocktail of financial risks 
for which it does not appear to be 
adequately prepared.
Gareth Bacon, the Conservative Chairman 
of the Budget and Performance Committee 
of the Assembly said that government 
funding would be cut to zero faster than 
TfL previously expected, and that the 
Mayor’s fare freeze would put another 
dent in TfL’s finances.  "Will TfL be able to 
deliver the Mayor’s transport priorities?" 
he asked. He replied: “What we have heard 
in this investigation, hasn’t exactly filled us 
with confidence".

WORK VISAS
The Mayor is making plans for special 
visas for London, as he tries to preserve 
a steady flow of migrants after Brexit. 
He is understood to be interested in an 
idea proposed by the City of London 
Corporation that has commissioned a 
study into a regional visa system.  It wants 
Councils, Trade Associations and Unions, 
to be given a role in deciding which skills 
are needed in different regions. 
Employers or the government could then 
issue visas, allowing foreigners to live and 
work where their skills are needed and 
not elsewhere.

MEMBERS OF THE LONDON 
ASSEMBLY LESS VISIBLE 
By contrast with the Mayor, the AM’s 
(Assembly Members) have been 
preoccupied with other priorities during 
recent months including attendance at their 
party annual gatherings and displaying the 
extent of their differences of view on many 
important issues.  

BOOKING TAXIS IN ADVANCE
Uber, the taxi company, has launched a 
booking service to allow users to arrange 
journeys up to 30 days in advance in 
London. TfL is introducing new rules that 
require Uber drivers to pass a written 
English language test.
The Uber company internationally lost at 
least £1.27 billion in the first half of 2016, 

despite taking £8.8 billion in bookings and 
making a profit on its business in London .

GIFTS FOR THE MAYORS
Former Mayor Boris has declared the 
freebies that he received from supporters, 
visitors, or other officials during his 
mayorality. According to the Standard, 
the list showed sophisticated good taste. 
In his final year in office, he received luxury 
hampers, Polish tumblers and silver candle 
sticks as well as trainers and a cycling 
backpack.
Mayor Khan’s first list is rather different.He 
has received presents including tickets for 
Harry Potter and the Cursed Child, the BBC 
Proms, and the Capital’s Summer Time Ball. 

WASTE
In a recent front page article the Evening 
Standard revealed the full extent and 
sheer quantity of fully edible food being 
thrown away every day in London by food 
supermarkets and others. In an important 
reaction to this news a fund has been 
created (and has received over £1m in 
donations) to provide food for those who 
are underprivileged.

The Mayor joined others when he appeared 
in Southwark on the back of a van with 
trays of fresh fruit and vegetables, which 
were passed out to appreciative residents 
at St Mungo’s charity. This was part of a 
big new imitative of the Evening Standard 
and many others  to seek redistribution of 
surplus food from supermarkets, much of 
which is now thrown away. 

MOBILE MUGGINGS SOAR
A moped mugger who snatched 21 mobile 
phones during an audacious hour-long 
crime spree as he careered through London 
streets (including some in Westminster), 
has been jailed for more than three years. 
He sat on the back of a motorbike before 
grabbing phones from unsuspecting 
pedestrians. Police scrambled a helicopter 
to track his movements. 
This case follows a surge of moped 
muggings in London from 327 in 2011 to 
more than 4600 in the last 12 months.
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POLITICAL & LEGAL NEWS
RESIGNATION OF MET 
POLICE COMMISSIONER
The resignation in February of Metropolitan 
Police Commissioner Sir Bernard Hogan-
Howe brought forth a variety of views in 
the media on his performance.
The Times wrote: "On the issue of public 
safety Sir Bernard’s time in office has been 
regarded as a success, even at large scale 
events such as the Olympics and especially on 
his tough line on terrorism. He presided over 
the adoption by the police of body cameras, 
which has improved both their behaviour and 
public satisfaction with their performance.  
On many other elements of his portfolio 
however he was judged to have been less 
successful including in the massive action 
against cases of sex abuse and the publicising 
of the names of many suspects who were later 
found to be innocent". 

The Times article continued: "The post of 
Metropolitan Police Commissioner is not 
only to head the London’s police force but is 
also the senior face of policing for the whole 
country. A successful Commissioner must 
therefore do more than cut crime and keep the 
public safe; he must win the trust of politicians 
and the media. He needs a sophisticated  
grasp of the police’s role in the wider 
criminal justice system.
As custodian of policing’s public image, 
he must live by the first rule of reputation 
management – ‘in a hole stop digging.’  
Thus, finding his successor is going to be a 
formidable task". 

ANALOGUE ACADEMICS 
FAILING TO INSPIRE
The Times has reported that the head 
of a higher education advisory body 
has stated that technologically illiterate 
university lecturers are failing modern 
students at some of our oldest universities. 
Some undergraduates arrive at university 
expecting interactive ways of learning, 
support by online teaching resources and 
are often frustrated by academics who give 
lectures in the way they always have.
Stephanie Marshall, Chief Executive of 
the Higher Education Academy, said 
universities face a major challenge to make 
their teaching more professional and must 
train academics to embrace technology. 

They should also use learning analytics 
and track campus systems to see how 
often undergraduates log on to university 
networks, use libraries, download research 
material or hold student-led seminars to 
check that they are engaged with their 
studies. 

The Times "Good University Guide 2017" 
states that a quarter of undergraduates 
are unhappy with the teaching standards 
at some top research universities in spite 
of the very high fees that students have 
to pay. Among the universities in London 
recorded at the bottom of the Times 
rankings are Imperial College, King’s College 
and University College all in the bottom 10. 

SHOPPING CENTRE BOOM
Westfield Shopping Centre in White City 
hired extra Chinese-speaking concierges 
to handle the influx of visitors from China 
celebrating the recent Chinese Golden 
Week holiday.
Some of the wealthiest visitors can spend 
up to £50,000 during short visits and the 
Westfield Centre has seen a 20% rise in 
Chinese visitors this year, who are taking 
advantage of the falling pound by buying 
designer goods in bulk. 
A spokeswoman for the Westfield Centre 
said: "The average Chinese shopper buys 10 
designer items against a previous average 
of just five as a result of the fall in the value 
of the pound".

APPOINTMENT OF 
LONDONERS 
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn, in his most 
recent effort to produce a full Shadow 
Cabinet for his party, has brought into his 
inner circle  more politicians from London.  
He has appointed Diane Abbott as Shadow 
Home Secretary; newly appointed peer 
Shami Chakrabati, as Shadow Attorney 
General; former Director of Public 
Prosecutions, Keir Starmer, as Shadow 
Brexit Minister; and MP for Brent Central, 
Dawn Butler, as Shadow Minister for Black 
and Minority Ethnic (BAME) communities.  
Thus, his "new look" front bench has 
failed to cast-off the "metropolitan elite" 
tag about which some Labour  politicians 
frequently complain.

BORIS’S CLONES
According  to The Times Diary, the inhabitants 
of a village called Kalifat in Anatolia, Turkey 
from where the forebears of former Mayor 
Boris (now British Foreign Secretary) come 

from, are desperate for him to pay a visit.
The Mayor of the village was quoted as 
saying that if he would come, the villagers 
would sacrifice many sheep. He added that 
the Johnson genes were rife in the village. 
He had  noticed that Johnson mannerisms 
and body movements strongly resembled 
those of people in the village.
The Times columnist wrote that he had an 
image of blond children with tussled hair 
stomping around the place saying “cripes” 
and telling jokes in Latin. 

FOND FAREWELL TO BOB KILEY
An obituary has been published in the 
Evening Standard following the death 
of  Bob Kiley, the former CIA agent and 
London’s first Transport Commissioner. 
It said that he would be remembered for 
being a gruff-talking, efficient, at times 
autocratic, character, who had been hired 
by former Mayor Ken Livingstone.
Among his many key innovations he 
launched the Oyster Card scheme and the 
Congestion Charge, as he tried to transform 
a 100 year-old Underground network.  
Mayor Ken called Kiley the "most important 
appointment I ever made".

BED BUGS INVADE LONDON
Super-resistant bed bugs are infesting 
London after being brought here by 
returning holiday makers and gap-year 
travellers. Pest controllers are reporting 
a 108% rise in call-outs in the past year.  
Bed bugs are very difficult to kill as products 
bought in shops rarely work.

"HAVE A GO"
Met Commissioner Sir Bernard Hogan-
Howe has told Londoners to "get stuck 
in" if they see a crime being committed.  
He wants more members of the public to 
become "have-a-go heroes". He said that 
people should give it their "best shot" to 
protect victims and never turn their backs if 
they are physically able to tackle offenders.
Sir Bernard said: “I would like to encourage 
people first of all to get help over the phone.  
Secondly to go and get involved. Then thirdly 
to make some noise.”

THANK YOU
Thanks to the media, especially the Evening 
Standard, on whose coverage much of the 
above column is based - David Brewin
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PLANNING & LICENSING

Planning Bayswater

Brexit has not resulted in any 
downturn in the number of 
planning applications submitted 
to the council and we have seen 

no let up in those in the Bayswater area 
and since the last issue we have received 
in the region of 80 cases to look at. 
The vast majority of applications are 
relatively small-scale but do affect 
neighbouring neighbours and properties.
We are very much involved in several large 
applications; the ''Paddington Pole'', 50 
Eastbourne Terrace and recently received 
a major application effecting a number of 
properties around the middle stretch of 
Queensway. In the pipeline is a revision of 
the Whiteleys proposal, St Mary's Hospital  
proposal and several applications at the 
southern section of Queensway which will 
keep us busy over the coming months. 

''BULBOUS BLOCKHOUSE''
117/125 BAYSWATER ROAD, 
7 FOSBURY MEWS & 2/6 QUEENSWAY
Demolition and redevelopment of 117 to 
125 Bayswater Road, together with 2 to 6 
Queensway and 7 Fosbury Mews for a new 
building comprising 3 basements, ground 
and 9 upper storeys to include 55 residential 
units and ancillary residential facilities (class 
C3), together with retail (class A1), a retail 
(class A1) and/or restaurant (class A3) unit, a 
dentist (class D1) and a spa/re use (class D2), 

highway works and the use of car parking 
within the basement of Consort House.
Many residents' hopes were dashed when 
Mr Sadiq Khan, the Mayor of London  after 
much consultation with the owners of the 
site, agreed to allow the planning permis-
sion granted by the council earlier this year 
on the 12 April to proceed.
The only change required was for the 
payment in lieu of ''Affordable Housing'' 
to be increased by £2.5m from £8.5m to 
a figure of £11m.
The applicant agreed this uplifted figure but 
asked the council to agree to a staggered 
payment of four deferred instalments.
At a planning committee, chaired by 
Councillor Robert Davis on the 14 August, 
the request for deferred payments was 
agreed, However as a result of the planning 
consent not going through in April the 
applicant is now liable to pay the council's 
CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) 
which came into effect on 1 May and this 
results in the developer having to pay just 
over £4m extra, on top of the £2.5m 
Public Real Works and £100,000 Public 
Art contribution.
So at the end of the day the application 
went through more or less as submitted 
in terms of bulk and design with no 
reduction in height as suggested by the 
council's planner and much to the great 
disappointment of SEBRA; BRA (Bayswater 

Residents' Association); Lancaster Gate 
Ward Councillor Andrew Smith and various 
official bodies including Historic England, 
The Royal Parks, The Victorian Society and 
the adjoining Royal Borough of Kensington 
& Chelsea.

The planning consent has yet to be 
submitted as the legal Section 106 
Agreement has still to be signed but we are 
told that this is imminent. We do not know 
when demolition of the existing buildings 
on site is but it could well be before the 
end of the year.

Report from John Walton and John Zamit
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HIGHWAYS & TRAFFIC

Highways Report
The major works around The Colonnades 
redevelopment were finally completed 
in early October and it all looks good. 
Improvements included:
• Repaving footways in York stone and 

replacement of granite kerbs
• Planting of seven trees (Liquidambar 

Worplesdon) on Porchester Road and 
the three trees on Bishop’s Bridge Road 
(Magnolia Grandiflora)

• Twenty one cycle stands on Porchester 
Road and ten cycle stands on Bishop’s 
Bridge Road

• De-cluttering the streetscape by the 
removal of the guard railings at the 
junction of Bishop’s Bridge Road and 
Porchester Road

• Upgrading of the lamp columns in 
Porchester Road

THE COLONNADES 
BISHOP'S BRIDGE ROAD AND PORCHESTER ROAD PUBLIC REALM WORKS
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HIGHWAYS & TRAFFIC
HIGHWAY AND LIGHTING 
PROGRAMME 2015/16
CARRIAGEWAYS
This year’s carriageway programme in W2 
has now been completed. It comprised of: 
•  Gloucester Terrace (Bishop’s Bridge Road 

to Lancaster Terrace)
• London Mews
• Moscow Road (Palace Court to 

Queensway)
• Ranelagh Bridge and Westbourne Grove 

(Chepstow Road to Ledbury Road)

PAVING
On the paving programme, the planned 
works in the W2 area are almost all 
completed with works in Bayswater Road; 
Gloucester Terrace; Moscow Road; Spring 
Street and Sunderland Terrace completed. 
The works in Moscow Road, where 
mastic surfacing was changed to paving 
slabs, looks good and thanks to Lancaster 
Gate Ward Councillor Andrew Smith, an 
additional stretch from St Petersburgh 
Mews to St Petersburgh Place was also 
paved with a redundant crossover outside 
No 63 removed. 

That leaves just two small paving sections 
to do, one in Moorhouse Road and the 
other in Newton Road, where in both cases 
residential buildings works are waiting to 
be completed.

LIGHTING
Outstanding lighting works from 2014/15 
Programme:

Hyde Park Gardens
Only the installation of one new heritage 
style lamp column is outstanding and it 
is waiting the scaffolding outside No 2 
to be removed but this matter should be 
completed by end of year.

St Petersburgh Mews 
One Windsor wall light is still to be installed 
and obtaining the necessary way-leave is 
proving to be difficult so the lantern may 
not be fitted till the end of the year.

Winsland Street
The necessary Way-leave is still awaited 
from St Mary’s Hospital so that two 

additional Windsor wall lights can be 
erected on this street. We remain very 
disappointed that this work is still 
outstanding.
The Cabinet report on the Lighting 
Programme for 2016/17 has now been 
published and the W2 area fared fairly badly 
with only a few streets being upgraded.
Just two additional light fittings are going 
in to improve lighting levels in the area, 
one Heritage lantern in Craven Hill Mews 
and one Small Grey Wornum in Lancaster 
Mews by junction with Craven Terrace. 
We are informed that these two items will 
be done early in 2017.
In Moscow Road the lamp column lanterns 
(22) are being upgraded but not changed 
to heritage style fittings.
We were successful in getting an additional 
column installed in October in Chilworth 
Street at the junction with Gloucester 
Mews where lighting levels were very low.

"LEGIBLE LONDON" SIGNAGE
We have heard no more from the council 
or from the Bayswater Ward councillor 
Richard Holloway on getting two "Legible 
London" posts in our area relocated where 
they have been erected at "pinch points".
The two locations are: Porchester Road 
by the junction with Westbourne Park  
Road, and Chepstow Road outside the 
Prince Bonaparte pub, on the corner of 
Talbot Road.

CYCLE RACKS/HOOPS UPDATE
Request for more bike racks in Queen’s 
Gardens from local residents is still under 
consideration in this year's programme.
Two bike hoops have been requested in 
Craven Terrace. We are in the process of 
collating a list to send to the council for 
additional bike racks or hoops in our area.
If members have other locations in need 
of bike racks or  hoops please let us know.

"CYCLE-FRIENDLY" DRAIN COVERS 
We have now received details of streets 
to be covered in the Council's Highways 
programme for 2016/17 for drain covers 
conversion to "cycle friendly" drain covers 
and the W2 area has done very well.
Streets included:
Bishop’s Bridge Road (8);Craven Road (1); 
Eastbourne Terrace (5); Gloucester Terrace 
(4); Gloucester Mews West (4); Lord Hill’s 
Bridge (1); Orsett Terrace (1); Porchester 
Road (9); Queensway(1); Sale Place (2); 
Westbourne Gardens (1); Westbourne 
Park Road (15); Westbourne Park Villas 
(7); Westbourne Terrace (2).
We understand that the few covers still 
remaining to be changed in Bayswater 
Road (6), Praed Street (2) and Westbourne 
Grove (2) will also be attended to this year. 

ELECTRIC CHARGING BAYS
The installation of two bay electric charging 
points outside 42 Westbourne Park Road; 
a second bay in Connaught Street, by 
the junction with Hyde Park Street and 
outside 40/42 Porchester Terrace has been 
completed (See photo below).
It is very disappointing that the two bays 
in Westbourne Park Road are hardly used 
and same often applies to two bays in 
Connaught Street.  We understand that the 
council will shortly be introducing charging 
for the electricity used in the bays. 

BLOCKED DRAINS
There are now only a few outstanding 
matters in our area, and those where drains 
are completely or partially blocked are 
being programmed for attention in the very  
near future:
• Kildare Gardens - more frequent cleaning
• Moscow Road - outside BT Telephone 

Exchange
• Orsett Terrace - opposite No 16 at 

junction with Gloucester Terrace
• Redan Place - Near the junction with 

Queensway
• Queensway - outside No. 35
• Major drain works have been done by  

No. 1 Prince’s Mews and outside No. 45 
Queensborough Terrace's Bridge Road at 
traffic signals.

For issues related to drainage, 
highways and street lighting matters, 
members should contact the 
Highways Hot Line: 

020 7641 2000
or email: 
highwaysmanagement@westminster.
gov.uk
If you receive no satisfaction, please 
inform our Chairman, John Zamit, and 
he will endeavour to get the issue 
resolved.
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HIGHWAYS & TRAFFIC

Traffic Bayswater
HYDE PARK
The Cycle Superhighway section running 
through Hyde Park is almost complete 
in the West Carriage Drive and works 
in the South Carriage Drive are due for 
completion by December. 
Work on the North Carriage Drive has 
been postponed till the New Year, after 
Winter Wonderland has departed. The 
proposal in this stretch is for two way 
cycling tracks, but vehicular journeys 
will be just one way, going west to east 
(Victoria Gate to Marble Arch). From 
Marble Arch going east to west, vehicles 
will be transferred to Bayswater Road.

LANCASTER GATE STATION AREA
Works are progressing well on the new 
bus and cycling arrangements around 
the Lancaster Gate Station area and the 
southern section of Sussex Gardens.
As explained in many earlier issues of the 
magazine, a major change is to convert the 
Bayswater Road, outside the entrance to 
Lancaster Gate station, back to its original 
two-way operation. Thus, eastbound buses 
and other vehicles will no longer need to 
use the present gyratory system around 
the back of the hotel. The eastbound bus 
stop will be just outside the entrance to 
the Lancaster Gate station.
This change, plus installation of 
the cycleway in Westbourne Street 
and Westbourne Terrace, and the 
consequential changes to the link between 
these streets, Lancaster Terrace and Sussex 
Gardens, are due to be completed by the 
end of November or early in December. 
SEBRA's primary concern is that, when 
the new routes are in operation, there will 
be unacceptable traffic delays along the 
Bayswater Road, especially for buses and 
emergency vehicles. Time will tell, once 
traffic patterns have settled down.
The new cycleways create a 'pinch point' 
in Bayswater Road, between Westbourne 
Street and Brook Street / Victoria Gate, 
where the number of vehicular lanes is 

reduced to one in each direction with 
a segregated cycle lane on either side, 
delaying buses and other vehicles. Because 
of this we fear that vehicles travelling east 
will divert to Stanhope Terrace and beyond, 
through the Hyde Park Estate area.
In order to address traffic speeds in 
Stanhope Terrace and to assist pedestrians 
crossing the road, a new pedestrian 
crossing will be put in, near to the western 
leg of Sussex Square, as shown in the 
last magazine (Page 43). This is to be 
constructed in November.
An additional safety measure has now also 
been agreed, for a double ‘zebra’ crossing 
to be introduced at the point where 
Stanhope Terrace meets Brook Street 
and also the eastern leg of Sussex Square. 
The design has been agreed and the Traffic 
Order has been approved. Subject to a final 
agreement with Transport for London (TfL) 
on its funding, we hope that this scheme 
will be implemented in the near future.

NORTH WEST EXTENSION 
OF THE ROUTE ALONG 
WESTBOURNE TERRACE
Since our last update there has been no 
announcement from the Mayor Sadiq 
Khan or TfL on the question whether the 
proposal to extend the segregated route 
along Westbourne Terrace and along 
the A40 (Westway), towards Acton, is to 
proceed.

Even if the A40 (Westway) extension 
does not go ahead, we trust that TfL will 
implement their separate proposal to 
create a link for cyclists between Little 
Venice / Maida Vale and Westbourne 
Terrace, going across Harrow Road and 
onto Westbourne Bridge.

''QUIETWAY'' CYCLE ROUTE 
FROM BAYSWATER ROAD TO 
EDGWARE ROAD
Despite several requests we are still 
waiting to have another meeting with 
TfL and Westminster City Council on this 
route, so as to have further discussions 
on the section of Sussex Gardens to 
the north-east of Spring Street. SEBRA 
believes that this section should not have 
a segregated cycle lane on each side, as 
we consider there is insufficient demand 
to justify segregation, given the adverse 
impact on buses and other vehicular traffic. 
We do not even know yet whether further 
demand will be generated by a decision 
to proceed with extending the cycling 
Superhighway along the A40 (Westway). 
The matter is now complicated by likely 
spillover effects from traffic diversions due 
to the ''Paddington Cube'' application and 
its new access road to St Mary's Hospital, 
closing part of London Street. 
(See PRACT's article on this  
matter on page 83).

Cycle Superhighway and Quietway - Update by John Walton

Stanhope Terrace with Sussex Square to the left and Brook Street to the right.
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Your Letters
We welcome your letters on any subject that you feel might be of interest to readers of  
SEBRA NEWS W2. Please note that contributions may be subject to minor editorial changes.
Send your contributions to: editor@sebra.org.uk or by post to John Zamit, Chairman (address 
on page 2). Please include your full contact details.
The writer of the "Star Letter" in each edition will be presented with a bottle of Champagne.

HAS WESTMINSTER COUNCIL 
LOST ITS WAY?
How much longer will the disconnect 
between Westminster residents 
and their elected representatives 
continue? Will the local elections 
in 2018 re-focus candidates on the 
concerns of the community?
Many councillors have a good record 
for responding to residents’ requests 
on the small street management 
issues, such as new pavements 
for neglected streets. However, 
on significant issues with broader, 
long term impact, such as large-
scale developments, the planning 
committee appears deaf – or at least 
hard-of-hearing.  
After years of aggravation, WCC has 
thankfully taken action to control 
the impact of vexatious basement 
constructions. However, Bayswater 
continues to be heavily bombarded 
by aggressive planning applications 
for developments which do little 
for the surrounding community, as 
they are conceived purely for profit 
maximisation and to line the pockets 
of property speculators.  

Ordinary residents might question 
why they are denied simple loft 
extensions, whilst the commercial 
developers are granted permission 
for grotesquely large monstrosities, 
out of proportion and out-of-
keeping with the surrounding 
streetscape. 
One such example is the “Bulbous 
Blockhouse” recently approved for 
the junction between Queensway 
and Bayswater Road. Despite 
a backdrop of objections from 
numerous residents, The Royal 
Parks and Historic England, the 
planning committee appeared to 
fall over themselves to accept this 
over-sized, inappropriately-designed 
eyesore. SEBRA members are left 
perplexed by the consistently 
differential treatment.
The explanation is that developers 
offer “public realm contributions” 
and marginal levels of “Affordable 
Housing” (set at 80% of market rent). 
These sweeteners - usually derisory 
in relation to the profit generated 
and the detrimental impact on the 
landscape - act as inducements.

Much more attention needs to be 
given to whether these inducements 
offer proper value for the city and 
whether they are undermining the 
integrity of the planning process.
The developers move on to exploit 
pastures new, while council 
panjandrums are decorated with 
gongs. The optics are not good. 
The monuments to greed and 
misjudgement which are left 
behind are permanent scars on the 
Westminster cityscape.

Sophie Massey-Cook
Bark Place W2
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Join SEBRA
SEBRA welcomes new members, whether 
individuals or households, those working 
in the area, or businesses and other 
organisations with a connection to the  
Bayswater area. 

We work towards the continual 
improvement of life in our unique part 
of London and we enjoy considerable 
influence with Westminster City Council, 
Transport for London (Tfl) and Crossrail. 

For more than 40 years we’ve helped 
to preserve the essence of Bayswater, 

making our voices heard when planning 
applications have flown in the face of 
common sense, but equally we’ve strongly 
supported developments that benefit the 
public realm.

If you’d like to be involved with SEBRA 
please take out a membership. Subscriptions 
start from just a few pounds and you’ll be 
helping us continue a job that we genuinely 
feel has brought great benefits to those 
who live and work in Bayswater. 

A membership application form can be 
found overleaf and once completed please 
send it to SEBRA Chairman John Zamit.

SEBRA members receive our magazine 
SEBRA NEWS W2 three times each year. 
We also host a popular garden party and 
AGM each year.

If you have any questions about 
membership or any other aspects of the 
work that SEBRA undertakes then please 
email us: membership@sebra.org.uk

PARK LANE PORNOGRAPHY?
Having been sent this image of a Park 
Lane sculpture which shows a naked 
woman being supported by a man’s hand, 
I am appalled by this atrocious piece of 
soft pornography being exhibited on one 
of the most used roads in central London.
From my research I find that it has been 
made by Marc Quinn, son of actor Anthony 
Quinn. Is being the son of a famous actor 
sufficient reason for displaying a gross piece 
of vulgar misogyny such as this?
London’s City of Sculpture must be the 
laughing stock of Europe - or maybe we 
no longer have to be concerned about that 
- if  the best we can offer is the selection of 
banal statuary currently displayed down the 
centre of Park Lane, not to mention others 
outside various buildings in Westminster. 
And do we, in Westminster, have a 
committee of professional artists selecting 

this work? Apparently not. Cllr Robert 
Davis, who obviously considers himself 
to be the arbiter of our collective taste, 
chooses them for us and the residents and 
visitors to London, taking the bus or walking 
up and down Park Lane are  confronted by 
these things.
Councillor Davis may have very decided 
views on Art, Sculpture and Design, but 
do his views have to be forced publicly 
on the rest of us when we residents have 
our own  - why do we in Westminster not 
have a Design Review Panel to select our 
city’s art, sculpture and proposed new 
buildings? We used to, but somehow it 
appears to have evaporated.  
I am no prude, but as a grandmother, 
I object very strongly to exposing my 
grand-daughters, not to mention other 
young women, to this kind of imagery 
when making the  journey up or down 
Park Lane and it seems to me that this 
particular piece is one of the worst, crudest 
and vulgar examples of sculpture selected 
to be displayed in the Mayfair and Marble 
Arch vicinities over the past 4-5 years.

Nicky Hessenberg
Westbourne Park Villas W2

I was interested to read the article (Summer 
2016) on David Breuer-Weil’s “Brothers” 
at Marble Arch and the “City of Sculpture”. 
I wonder, have any SEBRA members noticed 
the sculpture of a woman pushed up by a 
man’s hand half way down Park Lane? 

It would be interesting to know how the 
decision was made to place this work, 
which appears disrespectful to women 
and at very best tasteless. I applaud the 
vision of London as a City of Sculpture, 
but could we please be treated to works 
of distinction?

Sophie Massey-Cook
Bark Place W2

Editor’s Note:
Nicky and Sophie will be pleased to know that 
when the editor walked the length of Park Lane 
to take a photograph for SEBRA NEWS W2, 
the sculpture was nowhere to be seen.

PAF STREET?
Looking at a street sign high up on the 
wall near the junction with Spring Street, 
we appear to be in “Paf Street”. There is 
fortunately an official City of Westminster 
sign further down the wall which tells us 
we are in Praed Street, but is anyone 
responsible for the old street sign?
It should either be refurbished or taken 
right off the wall, rather than be left in a 
sorry state like this.

Teresa Stokes
Orsett Terrace W2
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Application to join SEBRA - South East Bayswater Residents’ Association
Membership is open individuals, households and organisations, including businesses, with current or 
former local connections.

Please complete in BLOCK CAPITALS. Please delete as applicable
I / We / My Organisation would like to apply for Individual / Household / Corporate Membership

Your name: Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms / Other   ________________________________________________________

Spouse/Partner: Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms / Other   ________________________________________________________

Or name of organisation / business:  ________________________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Post Code: ______________Telephone: ___________________________ Mobile: ____________________________

E-mail:  _____________________________________________________
(From time to time SEBRA sends information to members by e-mail).

Data protection: Please tick here [  ] if you DO NOT AGREE to SEBRA recording your details electronically.
(No information you give us will be shared with any other organisation).

Signature ________________________________________ Date ______/_____/______

Minimum Annual Subscription. Please tick: Individual £6 [  ] Household £10 [  ] Concessions: Individual £3 [  ] 

Household £5 [  ] Residents’ Association or Business £20 [  ]

Additional Donation £ ________  Donations are gratefully received.

I /We enclose a cheque/cash for £ ________ Please make cheques payable to ‘SEBRA’ and return this form to:

John Zamit, Chairman, SEBRA, 2 Claremont Court, Queensway, London W2 5HX
Telephone: 020 7727 6104 Mobile: 07768 068277 E-mail: chairman@sebra.org.uk

MORE SMILES APPEAL
Imperial College Healthcare Charity would 
like to thank SEBRA for kindly inviting us 
to have a bake sale at the Garden Party 
on 4 July. The bake sale raised a fantastic 
£173.73 for the More Smiles Appeal, 
which is looking to raise at least £2m for 
the children’s intensive care unit at St 
Mary’s Hospital.
Thank you to everyone who came along to 
our stall and supported our fundraising by 
buying cakes. We would also like to say a 
big thank you to SEBRA and John Zamit for 
their very kind donation of £200.. 
With the incredible support of our donors 
and the local community, we have raised 
an amazing £1,041,785 so far. If you 
would like to find out more about the 
appeal and how you can support the 
children’s intensive care unit, please visit: 
www.moresmiles.org.uk or call the charity 
on 020 3312 2205.
This Christmas, we are inviting everyone to 
support children at St Mary’s Hospital by 
writing a festive wish or message for our 
Wishing Tree Appeal. Your message will be 
displayed on our Christmas tree at St Mary’s 
for patients, staff, families and friends to 
read. With every message, we are asking 
for a suggested donation of £5 to help 
make a difference to some of the sickest 
children in London, who will be spending 

this festive season in hospital away from 
their loved ones.
Last year, the appeal raised about £8,000 
which helped to fund two wheelchairs for 
children. The appeal is now in its third year 
and we are hoping to raise £10,000 over 
this festive period.
We’re giving you the chance to take part 
at the SEBRA AGM on 23 November. 
If you would like to support the appeal or 
find out more, please come and speak to 
us. We very much look forward to meeting 
with members at the AGM.

Aliyah Carrim
The Imperial College 
Healthcare Charity Team
St Mary’s Hospital
Praed Street W2

SEBRA SUMMER PARTY 2016
Again we must congratulate John Zamit 
and his team on their organization and 
presentation of this splendid annual event.
I had special reason this year for my 
enjoyment. The raffle yielded me a 
magnificent prize of an Apple iPad donated 
by D.S.E. Group a local interior design 
business in Craven Terrace.
I was concerned that the technology would 
be beyond me but two girls from another 
local business, All Stars Lanes bowling, took 
me under their wing.

Lucy and Nicki invited me to an astonishing 
venue beneath Whiteleys and coached me  
in the finer points. My life has now a new 
dimension.

Ada Bentham
Queensway W2

This Summer was the first time I’d been to 
the SEBRA garden party. Not only was it 
fun and the food delicious but I also won 
a three-course meal for two at Nipa Thai 
in the raffle (I’ve never won a raffle prize 
ever before)!
Nipa Thai is located in the Lancaster London 
Hotel and we were seated by the window 
with a view onto the park. We both enjoyed 
our food. We shared the mixed starters…
YUM… and then I had a delicious lemon-
grassy fish soup and my friend had a lamb 
curry. We both had the exotic fruit dessert.
The staff were very attentive, gracious and 
professional and it made such a change 
from the ubiquitous noisiness of most 
restaurants. Nipa Thai is an elegant place to 
dine without it being stuffy or pretentious.
We enjoyed the experience very much so 
thank you SEBRA and Nipa Thai for your 
generosity.

Emma Salter
Chepstow Road W2



25 www.sebra.org.uk

LETTERS & ABOUT SEBRA

SEBRA (South East Bayswater Residents’ Association) 
is recognised by Westminster City Council as an official 
amenities association and enjoys great influence in the 
borough of Westminster.

SEBRA is consulted by WCC on local planning applications; as well 
as traffic and licensing. Our fields of interest encompass: Protecting 
the environment, traffic and transport, refuse and recycling, planning 
and licensing, crime prevention and community affairs.
SEBRA hosts a garden party every summer which provides 
a wonderful opportunity for us to engage with our members. 
It’s also a great way for members to  meet other members and to 
interact with our MPs, Westminster City Councillors and officers.
We also hold an AGM every autumn, which as well as dealing 
with official business, is a very sociable occasion. 

SEBRA is a founding member of PRACT (Paddington Residents’ 
Active Concern on Transport), which is comprised of: SEBRA, 
Bayswater Residents’ Association, Hyde Park Estate Association 
and the Paddington Waterways and Maida Vale Society.

SEBRA NEWS W2 is the official magazine of the South East 
Bayswater Residents’ Association and is published three times 
per annum: spring, summer and autumn.

The magazine represents a compilation of opinions from across 
the local community and is published and distributed to all its 
members, across Westminster City Council and further afield.

We continue to invite local residents, businesses, and the broader 
community to become SEBRA members and contribute to 
SEBRA NEWS W2.

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP:
Email:  membership@sebra.org.uk  
Individual: £6.00
Individual Concessions:   £3.00 
Household:  £10.00
Household Concessions:  £5.00
Business: £20.00
Residents' Associations: £20.00
Donations always welcome.

GENERAL INFORMATION:
Contact: John Zamit, Chairman
Phone: 020 7727 6104
Mobile: 077 6806 8277 
Email: chairman@sebra.org.uk
Address: 2 Claremont Court
 Queensway, London
 W2 5HX

NEXT EDITION: The Spring 2017 edition of SEBRA NEWS W2 is due to be published on Friday 10 March 2017. 
  The LAST date for contributions is Friday 10 February 2017.

EDITOR: SEBRA NEWS W2 is edited by Steve Olive. Call 07786 066141 or email: editor@sebra.org.uk

DISCLAIMER:  The views expressed in this publication are those of the writer and are not necessarily those    
  of SEBRA, its Officers or its Committee members.

COPYRIGHT: All content Copyright © 2016 - The South East Bayswater Residents’ Association.

About SEBRA
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LOCAL TELEPHONE CONTACTS

 Police - Emergency 999
 Police - Non Emergency 101
 Police - Royal Parks 101
 British Transport Police 0800 405 040
 TfL - Congestion Charge 0845 900 1234
 TfL  - Highway Problems 0343 222 1234
 Crossrail Helpdesk 0345 602 3813

SEBRALAND W2

CITY HALL: 020 7641 6000
Website: www.westminster.gov.uk

CITY INSPECTORS: 020 7641 2000
Email: environmentalactionline@westminster.gov.uk

 Environment and Noise 020 7641 2000
 Graffiti and Flyposting 020 7641 2000
 Highways and Lighting 020 7641 2000
 Paddington Library 020 7641 1300
 Parking Hotline 020 7823 4567
 Karen Buck MP 020 8968 7999
 Mark Field MP 020 7219 8155


