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From the
Chairman

Another year and another great 
issue of SEBRA NEWS W2 - in 
fact this one is our biggest ever 
at over 100 pages. I hope you 

find time to read it as it represents many 
hours of work. How the editor puts up with 
me I do not know! (Ed: I don’t know either).
Once again we’ve aimed to cover a broad 
range of subjects and I’d like to thank 
our contributors for their time and our 
advertisers for their support.
Our “Safety Valve” postbag was overflowing 
for this issue, with short-terms lets and 
delivery scooters being particularly hot 
topics. Who says there is nothing to 
complain about in SEBRALAND?!
You’ll also note that a common thread 
throughout magazine is air pollution and it’s 
certainly a subject that the council seems 
keen to address.

CONGRATULATIONS
We were fortunate to have Councillor 
Nickie Aiken on our top table at the AGM 
last November. Nickie formed part of an 
impressive line-up which included Baroness 
Couttie, our two hard-working MP's Karen 
Buck and Mark Field, Tony Devenish AM 
our GLA representative and Cabinet 
Member Heather Acton, one of our local 
Hyde Park Ward councillors. Last, and most 
certainly not least was SEBRA President 
John Walton.
Since the AGM Nickie has been elected 
Leader of the Council and we offer her our 
congratulations. We are looking forward 
to working with her and her colleagues on 
issues affecting our daily lives. 
One very important subject which we hope 
Nickie will address is short-term letting. 
If things don’t change for the better I firmly 

believe we’ll see long-term residents moving 
out of Westminster. Nickie’s statement on 
page 11 says “90 days means 90 days”.  
Let’s hope she can deliver.
In our next issue we’re hoping to publish a 
profile on Nickie, helping readers to learn a 
little more about her along with her plans 
for Westminster.

CUBE ON ICE
The Paddington CUBE continues to 
dominate our lives and our post bag. 
Planning consent was granted last 
December and was followed by the Mayor 
of London's approval. 

Then to the surprise of many, the Secretary 
of State for Communities and Local 
Government, the Rt Hon Savid Javid MP, 
issued an "Article 31" in late February.
This allowed him extra time to decide 
whether the application should be "called 
in" for a Public Enquiry. The request for a 
"call in" came from several heritage groups 
and SEBRA.
We await the outcome but will continue 
to keep you advised.

"FIELD OF DREAMS"
A recurring complaint I hear relates to the 
very shabby state of Queensway.
We've had a series of broken promises from 
the council as to when major public realm 
works are to be carried out and still no date 
has been set for any work to commence. 

The first and so far only meeting of 
interested parties - major land owners, 
councillors and amenity societies - took 
place over two years ago and the group 
has not met since then.
Councillor Robert Davis, now Cabinet 
Member for Business, Culture and 
Heritage has not lost the dream. In a 
recent article in the Estates Gazette, he 
was quoted as saying:
 ''One of the things I would love to achieve is 
a whole revolution in Queensway where not 
only is the public realm superb but there is 
a wonderful retail and residential area that 
people want to go which can compete with 
and be complimentary to Westfield and the 
West End.''
We wish Robert the best of luck and we will 
most certainly support him with any plans 
that will improve Queensway. To quote the 
famous movie "Build it and they will come..."

SEBRA SUMMER GARDEN PARTY
Finally just a quick mention that we've 
set a date for the SEBRA Summer Garden 
Party - Join us on Thursday 29 June to 
celebrate Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth's 
Blue Sapphire anniversary, marking 65 
years on the throne.

Best wishes

A headline-grabbing  
insurgent enjoying a drink with 

Nigel Farage.

In Memoriam
As we were just about to go to press 
we heard the sad news that Irvine Sellar 
had passed away.
Whilst we had radically competing 
visions for a renewed Paddington we 
can only look back and admire his 
irrepressible character and above all 
his remarkable chutzpah.
And although small in stature in every 
other way Irvine was as large as life.
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From the
Editor

They say that you never forget 
your first love and I think that's 
probably true. I have a feeling that 
"You never forget your first SEBRA 

AGM" might also strike a chord amongst  
our readers!
Historically there have always been 
photographs taken at this yearly event and 
I was of course only too happy to oblige. 
I 'd heard that The Porchester Hall was an 
impressive venue and with an expected full 
house it was certainly an occasion I was 
looking forward to.
In the weeks beforehand John Zamit had 
been discussing the evening with me, with 
raffle prizes, themes, VIP guests and the 
"after show party" hinting at what was in 
store and I have to say that I enjoyed every 
minute.
My report on proceedings can be found 
on page 36 which I hope everyone enjoys 
reading.

TO OTHER MATTERS...
Some of you would have heard an 
expression from the music industry, which 
refers to "that difficult second album". It 
relates to a situation when an artist has 
received critical acclaim for their first album 
and now has the full weight of expectation 
on their shoulders.
Well I'm no musician but it did occur to me 
when writing my first "From the Editor" in 
the Autumn 2016 edition of SEBRA NEWS 
W2, that writing my second would be a 
lot trickier.
Having given things some thought over the 
past few days I've decided to write just a 
few words on two subjects, both of which 
I hope are of interest.

A HELPING HAND
During December I composed a newsletter 
to SEBRA members that included details 
of a Christmas Day lunch for the homeless, 
or those who would otherwise be alone 
on that day.
The lunch was organised by our friends 
at Everyone Active and the gesture really 
struck a chord with me. Such acts of 
kindness help remind me that in a world 
where there is often much sadness, there 
are still an awful lot of people who will give 
a helping hand to their fellow man.

I think there's a tendency for the various 
media outlets to report on bad news, rather 
than the more positive stories, so I find 
it quite uplifting when people help others 
"because they can".
Of course there is a school of thought that 
government should do more in ensuring 
that nobody goes without food or shelter 
and also that charity in combination with 
charitable individuals helps relieve them of 
some responsibility. I think there is merit 
in that position, but there's no doubt that 
good people will carry on doing good things.
After the newsletter went out I discovered 
that quite a number of free Christmas lunch 
events take place around London every year 
and long may they continue.

THE ADVANCE OF TECHNOLOGY
There's a scene in the film "Contact" (which 
stars Jodie Foster of whom I'm a fan, and 
Matthew McConaughy, who Mrs Olive is 
rather fond of), where the role of science 
is questioned.
When being interviewed on the Larry King 
show, Palmer Joss (McConaughy) asks if 
the world is "fundamentally a better place" 
because of the role of science.
When I first saw the film back in 1997 the 
question got me thinking and 20 years later 
I'm still thinking about that same question.
If we take the word "science" to be a broad 
term which encompasses technology, I 
think the question becomes very relevant.
There's no doubt that certain developments, 
such as satellite navigation make our lives 
easier and few would argue that medical 
advances are not wholly worthwhile, but 
there are plenty of other examples which 
I'm not so sure about.
When I see a group of people sat at a table 
in a coffee shop, all engrossed in their 
mobile phones instead of interacting with 
each other, I must admit to feeling a touch 
of despair. As well as missing out on the joy 
of conversation, it just seems like a rather 
rude thing to do.
On a more sinister level, I also wonder if 
those phone users realise just how much 
they are telling companies such as Google 
and Microsoft about their likes, location, 
shopping habits and much, much more.

This "Big Data" is pretty much going to be 
stored for all time and when combined 
with Twitter, Facebook and other social  
networking activity that goes on these days, 
I think it's fair to say that true privacy has 
long since been consigned to history.
Another demonstration of what I consider 
to be a backwards step brought about by 
technology is the emergence of self-service 
tills in supermarkets. I'm sure that for those 
in a hurry they have some use, but there 
are times when these are the only type of 
till available.
It's fair to say that some of our citizens 
would struggle to use these systems but of 
more concern is that a common activity that 
provides a chance for human interaction 
is gradually being eroded from our lives.

AND THEN THERE'S  
ONLINE DATING...
One more example, to round off my article, 
is the modern trend of online dating. 
A couple of my younger friends have shown 
me applications on their phones where the 
chance of a relationship is gone forever 
with the swipe of a finger across a screen.
If the only parameter by which someone 
is judged as a potential partner is a small 
photo on a phone, then many people 
are going to miss out on encountering 
people with far more engaging and 
timeless qualities.
So I think that Palmer Joss asked an 
interesting question and despite the above 
points I think the answer is "yes". What is 
certain is that Mrs Olive will want to watch 
the film a few more times, because she 
certainly likes seeing him ask it.
Finally, a few years ago in a newspaper 
column,  Jeremy Clarkson wrote something 
along the lines of "The internet is an 
incredible invention, but it will mark the end 
of humanity". In true Clarkson fashion he 
might have been exaggerating, but I think 
there is a warning to be heeded as we head  
speedily towards the third decade of the 
21st century.
My very best wishes to you all.
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SAFETY VALVE

Safety Valve

GWR 4900 Class Locomotive No. 4936 “Kinlet Hall”.
Built in 1929, she’s pictured at Bishops Lydeard Station.

This is very much a "bumper" edition of our Safety Valve feature with letters about some 
exceedingly hot topics arriving in the Editor's Inbox. From bus route problems to noisy deliveries 
and from Crossrail complaints to short-term letting, there is much to read about...

I am writing regarding the traffic congestion and misery 
Transport for London (TfL) have created and inflicted on us 
on Bayswater Road by Lancaster Gate and the surrounding 
areas by the introduction of the cycle superhighway

I have lived in the area for 35 years and in those years never seen 
the congestion and traffic jams on a regular basis as we are now 
experiencing since the layout change.
The traffic used to flow when going round Lancaster Terrace where 
it filtered off at Gloucester Terrace, Westbourne Terrace, Sussex 
Gardens, Stanhope Terrace or back on to the Bayswater Road or 
into Hyde Park with hardly ever any congestion.
Since they have narrowed Bayswater Road at the lights into 
Lancaster Terrace causing a bottle-neck the traffic backs up to 
Leinster Terrace most of the day and even further back during 
the rush hours.
Plus all the extra sets of traffic lights on Westbourne Terrace at 
the junction of Sussex Gardens causing more congestion.
There are cycle lanes that seem to start and end in the middle of 
nowhere. These have a knock-on effect with traffic cutting through 
smaller streets trying to avoid the Bayswater Road.

If there is a need for cycle lanes which I agree there is (though not 
every one is a cyclist) why did they not just take 12 feet off the 
perimeter of the park from Notting Hill to Kensington including 
Park Lane and Bayswater Road? This would have been far wiser. 
We would then not have had to endure the months of disruption 
for road works by TfL's contractors Conways who behaved as if 
they were on a slow boat to China.
What is the point of trying to penalise drivers and cause them 
stress just for driving which has a knock-on effect for everyone? 
Let's not forget that the tax revenue on petrol is important to 
Government finances.
The Bayswater Road by Lancaster Gate now suffers much more  
air pollution and noise pollution causing stress to pedestrians, 
drivers, bus passengers  and is greatly lowering the quality of life  
for the residents in the area.
So much for TfL and their adverts on making London a better 
place for Londoners.
I believe that London is the most polluted capital city in Europe  
and TfL are making it worse.
This is totally irresponsible and unacceptable.

THE MISERY OF TRAFFIC CONGESTION
Ian S Lieber
Craven Terrace W2



5 www.sebra.org.uk

SAFETY VALVE

• POORLY THOUGHT OUT
• POORLY DESIGNED
• BADLY EXECUTED
• HORROR RESULT

What were they thinking? No one could imagine 
that narrowing trunk roads to one-lane would 
provide any reasonable result.
Then you add cycle lanes, with their own tempo of 

traffic lights (which cyclists never pay any attention to) which slows 
motor traffic even more, and wonder why there are traffic jams.
There are approximately 1000 yards of standstill traffic along 
Bayswater Road at best of times.

There is a 300 yard traffic jam inside the park, Northbound at 
best off times.
Sussex Gardens open space and the road to the North are now 
a mess.
Craven Hill Gardens/Craven Hill/Craven Road are now heavily 
used by vehicles to avoid Bayswater Road.
Cycle traffic remains negligible at best and non existent most 
of the day
Conclusion: This was a mandated idea by government that would 
not allow any facts to intrude with their foregone conclusion that 
cycle lanes are needed.
Let the large majority be damned. Can SEBRA issue a list of 
ministers who approved this so they can be voted out?

STAND STILL TRAFFIC AT THE BEST OF TIMES
Roderick Hall
Craven Hill W2

As regular readers will know, I am a former Editor of 
SEBRA NEWS (2004 to 2015). During the final years 
of my editorship I asked some unanswered questions 
about the new Cycle Superhighways introduced by 

Boris Johnson when he was Mayor of London. One such question 
was how these cycle lanes (as proposed) would affect vehicle 
traffic. Now I have at least a partial answer.
On 27 January I had stayed overnight in the West End of London, 
and had the morning free before returning home to Somerset (to 
which I moved from Gloucester Terrace in 2010, as some readers 
may recall). 

Having luggage I decided to take a taxi to Queensway, just outside 
Whiteleys, a journey of just 2.5 miles.  At around 11am there was 
little traffic, so my cab travelled swiftly up Park Lane and round 
into Bayswater Road, but was then held up in a queue approaching 
the traffic lights which allow traffic to cross from Brook Street into 
the Park at Victoria Gate. From this point westwards works are 
'in progress' to halve the width of the remaining short stretch of 
Bayswater Road (around 100 yards long) until it reaches Lancaster 
Gate Station, from two lanes in each direction to one. 

While the traffic lights went through at least three full phases, 
my taxi managed to move forward only three or four vehicle-
lengths at each change, and I watched the meter gain nearly £3. 
My mood was not improved when we finally got into the one 
surviving westbound vehicle lane to see that no work of any kind 
was being done on the Cycle Superhighway, nor were there any 
workmen in sight for the whole length of the road to the traffic 
lights at the far end of the Lancaster Gate complex. In the end 
the journey cost over £12 on the meter, before any tip.

I can only say that I am mightily thankful that I no longer live nearby, 
and that I certainly won't bother to go back to 'SEBRALAND' to 
patronise once-favourite local traders again.

THE HIDDEN COSTS OF CYCLE SUPERHIGHWAYS
Christopher Tanous
Ilminster, Somerset
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As you may be aware, the 
Lancaster Gate section of the 
East West Cycle Superhighway 
opened on Monday 30 

January 2017 and we removed the one-
way gyratory system on 11 December 
2016. These works were part of our 
programme to make cycling safer and 
more convenient across London. 
We worked hard to minimise the impacts 
of our works; however, we would like to 
take this opportunity to apologise for the 
disruption caused and to thank you for your 
patience.

WHAT WE HAVE BUILT 
We have provided a segregate cycle route 
from Hyde Park through to Westbourne 
Terrace, removed the one-way gyratory 
system and returned Bayswater Road 
to two-way, introduced new pedestrian 
crossing points at Sussex Gardens and 
Lancaster Terrace, upgraded the traffic 
signalling system, replaced the street 
lighting with an energy efficient LED 
system, and improved the public realm.

The route is now open in both directions 
between Tower Hill and Parliament 
Square and between Lancaster Gate 
and Hyde Park Corner, while works are 
continuing in Hyde Park, St James’s Park 
and Constitution Hill. If you would like 
more information on the scheme please 
visit: tfl.gov.uk/eastwest  

WHAT FUTURE WORKS 
ARE PLANNED?
We are currently finalising our programme 
for works to resurface the carriageway. 
The resurfacing will be coordinated with 
London Underground and TfL Bus services 
to ensure we minimise disruption to the 
public transport network.
Small items of works will also continue in 
the area. We will be repairing paving slabs, 
planting trees, and removing redundant 
signs and posts.

TRAFFIC IN THE AREA 
It will take some time for road users to get 
used to the new road layout. Our London 
Streets Traffic Control Centre is constantly

monitoring the new traffic system and 
will make changes to the signalling 
sequencing in order to gain efficiencies 
where possible.   

We have been changing traffic signal 
timings across London to ensure delays 
are kept to a minimum, and in the coming 
months we will be updating the traffic 
signal technology at Lancaster Gate as 
part of the East West Cycle Superhighway.

These new signals operate under 
SCOOT (Split Cycle Offset Optimisation 
Technique) control. SCOOT is a 
sophisticated, real time adaptive traffic 
signalling system. SCOOT manages 
vehicular traffic flows across London on a 
second-by-second basis at enabled traffic 
signal sites in order to provide signal 
timings that actively reflect demand. 

These signals will allow us to adapt to 
fluctuations in traffic flow and better 
manage vehicle movements around the 
Lancaster Gate area.

A STATEMENT FROM TRANSPORT FOR LONDON (TfL) ON THE 
LANCASTER GATE SECTION OF THE EAST-WEST CYCLE SUPERHIGHWAY

The concept of ‘short running’ by London buses certainly 
confuses both local residents and visitors alike. By ‘short 
running’ I mean the bus which is supposed to go from 
say A to B but en route the driver is told to stop short of 

the final destination and discharge all his passengers at another 
point along the line of route. 
At the best of times this is a disturbing experience whether you 
are a resident or a visitor, and the idea that it helps to regulate 
the buses is usually taken with a large pinch of salt, whatever 
the case may be.
One thing that happens is that people with buggies, pushchairs or 
prams, people with shopping trolleys and people in wheelchairs all 
have to leave the bus unexpectedly and fairly quickly, and stand 
around waiting for another bus to come along so that they can 
complete their journey.
It is all the more confusing because when you board the bus you 
believe the destination board to be correct (except when the 
bus driver fails to change it on his return journey sometimes). 
The announcement is usually made in a very peremptory manner 
and the dreaded words ‘the bus terminates here’ are heard to the 
dismay of all the passengers.
The exercise to reduce the number of buses in Oxford Street by 
splitting up the routes and changing routes for buses 6, 23, 46, 
332 and 390 for example, for the future, will see scenes in the 
form of mass migration of people from one bus to another with 
different bus stops, whereas up until now you could easily get on 
one bus and in order to get to your final destination stay on it to 
the bitter end unless it was short running.

I do question the value of this exercise, given the logistical problems 
it is going to cause for so many passengers, most of whom these 
days seem to be travelling with a very minimum of one suitcase 
apiece per person.
So I hope that TFL will think again and leave the buses as they are, 
although I am pleased to see that bus route 6 is being re-routed 
via Park Lane and Piccadilly because a left hand turn from Park 
Lane into Piccadilly has long been needed, and I recall suggesting 
this to TFL about three years ago and being told there was no 
demand (the old, old story).

EDITOR'S NOTE:
Readers might like to read PRACT's response to the new bus 
routes on page 98 of this magazine.

"SHORT RUNNING" AND REDUCING BUSES IN OXFORD STREET
Bob Rogers
Orsett Terrace W2



7 www.sebra.org.uk

AROUND BAYSWATER

Around Bayswater
This time in "Around Bayswater" we feature a photo montage and report from London's New Year's 
Day Parade, the second in our series of restaurant reports, regular features on The Royal Parks and The 
Serpentine Galleries, and a personal profile of a former editor of this very magazine. However, we start 
things off with a short, reflective piece that we're sure our members would like to read about.

LANCASTER GATE WAR MEMORIAL - A SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE

A  Service of Remembrance took 
place on Sunday 13 November 
2016 at the Christ Church War 
Memorial, Lancaster Gate. 

This was the first such service at the 
memorial for many years and it is hoped 
that this will become an annual event for 
Bayswater.
Among those laying wreaths on behalf 
of their respective organisations were 
Councillor Steve Summers, Lord Mayor of 
Westminster, SEBRA Chairman John Zamit 
and councillors from both parties.
The service, well attended by young and old, 
was led by The Reverend Paul Thomas of St 
James's Church, Sussex Gardens.
Readers might recall that this memorial 
suffered severe damage during the storms 
of October 1987 and for many years parts 
of it were kept in storage, with the plinth 
and lower section remaining in place.
The memorial was restored as part of 
the Lancaster Gate street improvement 
scheme, a Millennium project pursued 
by SEBRA Chairman John Zamit, and was 
unveiled on 11 November 2001 following 
a two year delay.
After the ceremony, tea and biscuits were 
taken at the Lancaster London Hotel. 
SEBRA members will be informed about the 
2017 service when it has been confirmed 
and we will of course continue to pay our 
respects to those who gave their lives in 
the service of their country.
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Another SEBRA NEWS W2, so 
another photo trip for the Editor 
and another chance for a fine 
spot of lunch to write about. 

Armed with the kind of appetite that only 
a five mile walk around Bayswater can 
deliver, I settled down with John Zamit 
to sample the delights of Hereford Road.
I'm sure many of our readers will be aware 
of this restaurant and no doubt a good 
few have dined there. Owner and Head 
Chef Tom Pemberton has been at the 
helm for 10 years, taking over from the 
well-established Veronica's. Tom has a Bib 
Gourmand award to show for his efforts.
A family man and proud Londoner, Tom 
attended Westminster School, lives in 
nearby Kensal Rise and describes himself 
as a workaholic. He freely admits that 
Hereford Road is a labour of love.
Tom's reputation was built as Head 
Chef of  St John's Bread and Wine in 
Spitalfields, Wapping Food and also 
at Hammersmith's Anglessea Arms.
He told us that he had a reputation for 
creating dishes based on offal and lesser 
cuts of meat, but that the menus he now 
designs extend beyond those limitations, 
with fish dishes appearing each day.

Despite taking lunch at well after 2pm and 
on a cold Tuesday in February, Hereford 
Road was reassuringly busy. We'd got 
a seating booth booked to allow for 
discussing the magazine you're reading 
now, but also to accommodate Tom when 
he was able to join us.
The relatively narrow building, identified 
by a simple awning belies the size of the 
establishment that awaits.
Seating around 65 people, the dining area 
is set over a split level, with the front of 
house accommodating both the kitchen 
and reception area. Passersby will no doubt 
be tempted by what I imagine to be an 
ever-changing display of fresh produce.
Those who take a moment to look down 
will notice a pavement mosaic which dates 
back to 1870, a time when a butcher's shop 
used to trade from the location.
Hereford Road's interior is the work of 
Australian architect and designer Andy 
Martin. Crisp white tiling contrasts with 

a wooden floor, whilst the "lived in" look 
of the furnishing helps to achieve an 
informality to the scene. It's a welcoming 
place and John and I were shown every 
courtesy during our visit.
So sat in our booth, with menus at hand, it 
was time to choose what to eat and drink. 
Sadly John had to stick to an alcohol-free 
lunch due to an impending visit to hospital 
for a minor procedure, but this was no time 
for me to exhibit soft-drink sympathy. 
I chose Brick Lane Lager from Redchurch 
Brewery and very fine it was too.
A £15.50 weekday three-course set 
lunch tempted John with a Game Terrine 
and Pickles followed by Salt Beef and 
Horseradish Mash his dishes of choice.
For me the Crab Toast from the 
a lá carte menu could not be ignored and 
typically I found all of the main course 
offerings tempting, but settled for a Braised 
Lamb Shank and Fennel.
I'll be honest at this point and say that 
despite once being told I have a passing 
resemblance to the sadly deceased AA  
Gill, I'm no food critic. Equally I know what 
I like and I certainly liked what I was served.  
John expressed the same sentiments, 
although I could tell that he'd rather have 

washed down the Salt Beef with an offering 
or two from an extensive wine list.
The distance covered on our photo tour 
left us with room for dessert, but having 
spotted the Blood Orange and Campari 
Eton Mess on the menu, I think I'd have 
found room regardless. It was quite superb, 
as was John's "Brown Betty and Cream".

And thus lunch was over, with the quality 
of food matched by the ambience of the 
location and the company it was taken with. 
Hereford Road Restaurant 
3 Hereford Road 
London W2 4AB 
www.herefordroad.org 
020 7727 1144
Open every day for lunch from midday 
and from 6pm for dinner.

A GREAT BRITISH CHEF SERVING GREAT BRITISH FOOD

Dining by design - An elegant interior by Andy Martin.
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W estminster continued its 
"No Idling" Action Days, 
with volunteers covering 
the SEBRA area around 

Paddington Station on 23 February.
As described elsewhere in the magazine, 
this is just one of many Air Quality 
improvement projects which Westminster 
is working on, under the portfolio of 
Councillor David Harvey.
We know that such action days help 
improve air quality quite dramatically. 

With these volunteer days (which have 

been underway for a year or so), the 

work we are carrying out with specific 

organisations (for example, a project with 

St Mary's hospital with ambulance drivers) 

and with our dedicated "Air Marshals" the 

message does seem to be spreading and, on 

23rd, we found that most vans and trucks 

already had their engines off because they 

were aware of the effects of engine idling.

We had about 20 volunteers, including 
Marble Arch and Paddington BID staff, 
businesses, WCC and Cross River 
Partnership officers, and, most importantly 
residents including your own John Zamit!

If you are interested in participating in a "No 
Idling" Action Day, please let John know.

"NO IDLING" ACTION DAY IN PADDINGTON

"Action in Action" - Spreading the 
message on cleaner air.

THE CAESAR HOTEL WINS "WOW!" AWARD

We are pleased to report that our friends at The 
Caesar Hotel in Queen's Gardens have won  
a 2016 WOW! award in recognition of the working 
environment that they have created for their 

employees and for keeping them "enthused and engaged"
Judges praised General Manager Lee Melville and his management 
colleagues for being "...warm people with a very involved senior 
management."

Additionally the judges 
commented that “...they 
put their employees first, 
meaning their customer 
service follows naturally 
from satisfied employees. 
The hotel clearly has a 
family environment.”

The 4-Star Caesar is part of the Derby Hotels group and SEBRA  
enjoys an excellent relationship with the team their. The hotel 
donated the top prize at this years AGM and we would like to 
offer our own congratulations on this ward. 

The Caesar Hotel 
26-33 Queen's Gardens 
London W2 3BE 
020 7262 0022 
www.thecaesarhotel.com
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David Brewin
A personal profile
By Julian Hale

David Brewin is nearly ninety. Now, 
to many SEBRA people this isn’t 
news.  He has been living close 
to us for the last quarter of a 

century, once editing our august magazine 
and still writing his column about the mayor 
and his ‘watchdogs’. But what about his 
back story? How many of you know he 
travelled to Greece with Byron? That his 
just detectable flat ‘a’ marks him out as a 
Yorkshireman? Or that he designed and 
helped to implement many multi-million 
pound projects for the World Bank?
But I am getting ahead of myself. The 
Yorkshire background first. He was born in 
Whitby to a shy bank clerk and a mother 
whom he describes as a “socialite” but who 
suffered from severe deafness. The family 
moved to Pontefract, then Leeds and then 
Hexham, a small market town near the 
Scottish border, where his father had been 
appointed a wartime bank manager. David 
trailed behind from one school to another 
and regrets the lack of some continuity in 
friendships.
He was a shy lad himself. Nor was he a star 
student by the time he went to University, 
where he studied Agriculture at Newcastle. 
So after one year he joined the army instead 
(even though his older brother had suffered 
fearsome leg wounds fighting in Italy – 
though survived to become a successful 
doctor). Becoming a soldier was, as was 
true of many young men at the time, just as the world war was 
ending, a formative experience. “But luckily,” he tells me, “they 
dropped the atom bomb, so my worst fear, being sent to fight in 
Japan, was avoided.” The army was still tough, but, he says, had 
the positive effect of “beating the shyness out of me.”
His first posting was in Palestine, where the Palestinians were 
welcoming and friendly but the Jews were engaged in an active 
insurrection as they fought to establish their homeland… and the 
British were in the way. Newly arrived, his courage was tested 
by fellow young officers who whisked him off on the back of a 
motorbike to swim off Tel Aviv beach then took him to an ice 
cream parlour in town. “I expected to be shot at any time.”
 In the last days of British occupation David was put in charge of 
half of all the army stores in Palestine in several huge warehouses 
from which all remaining army kit was being shipped off to Egypt. 
Hundreds of empty packing cases were left behind and it seemed 
tempting to agree when someone asked if he could take them 
away… in return for a (possibly gold) watch. 

At first David demurred then relented. The packing cases were 
due to be abandoned anyway. But the man returned and said he 
would report David if he didn’t now sell him a lot of foodstuffs. 
Fearful for his career, David reported himself to his commanding 
officer – whose only response was: “Have you only just started?” 
But the moral David drew from this was never ever to give into 
such temptation again.
When he himself finally left Palestine he stopped off in Cyprus 
and was given a guided tour of the island’s agriculture. Suddenly 
his ambition was clear. Returning to Newcastle, he finished his 
degree and applied to join the Colonial Service as an Agriculture 
Officer. He was promptly offered the job he coveted – the only 
choice was where he would like to go to in the vest British Empire.  
He chose Fiji or Tanganyika (as the former East African German 
colony was then called) and was posted to Africa… but first of all 
he had to spend a year in Cambridge ostensibly to study bits of 
agricultural science, but, as he found out, more to “turn me into 
an English gentleman fit for the colonial life".
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Gentleman or no, this young man was immediately thrust into a 
job with huge responsibilities – to supervise his twenty-strong 
staff in managing agricultural laws and marketing procedures in 
an area next to Lake Victoria. His career had suddenly gone into 
overdrive. It wasn’t long before high-ups in Dar-es-Salaam took 
notice, not just of his administrative skills but his writing ones too, 
and he was hired to edit a kind of Swahili ‘Farmers Weekly’ as well 
as produce the local version of ‘The Archers’. He befriended Julius 
Nyerere, the future president of Tanzania, whom he describes as 
a “brilliant intellectual who would win every argument”.
This period in David’s life lasted all of fifteen years. His next job 
took him to Swaziland, where he became Principal of the Swaziland 
Agricultural College and University Centre on a three-year contract. 
“I was,” he says, “really quite a big fish in that small pond.”

But that changed again 
radically – the fish shrank 
and the pond expanded – 
when David was recruited 
by the World Bank. After 
first being rejected, he 
was suddenly summoned 
to Malta to face a five-
hour interview… and 
was duly appointed as an 
Agricultural Education and 
Training Specialist. Next 
stop: Washington DC. 
Little did he know what 
he had let himself in for.
His big boss was Robert 
MacNamara, known as 
‘the human computer’ 
for his forensic brain that 

could master the details of a whole series of multi-million dollar 
projects in a single reading. He was also a martinet who imposed 
such ferocious discipline that David “was made to feel as if I was 
in the army again”. He was working twelve to fifteen hours a day, 
often seven days a week. “It was the hardest work I ever had to 
do in my life… but my most valuable experience ever.” It lasted 
a whole decade.
His first mission was to Greece. The group leader was a man 
called Byron (Mr, not Lord). Even though this was the time of 
the Colonels’ junta, the name alone of the great hero of Greek 
independence was enough to guarantee a very warm welcome 
everywhere.

Mission followed mission, and all had to be 
succinctly reported in ‘World Bankese’ – no 
more than twenty-five pages of concise prose, 
however huge the project. David’s first and far 
too wordy report was, he tells me, “torn apart 
by three senior colleagues, a Belgian, a Turk and 
a Dutchman, who had all mastered the house 
style. A salutary lesson for my journalistic 
ambitions.”
For the first five years David was based in the 
USA; for the second his headquarters were in 
Abidjan, capital of the Ivory Coast. His brief 
covered major projects in the whole of West 
Africa.
The contrast between the World Bank and 
his next job could not have been greater. He 
joined “my nicest employer ever”, the British 
Council, continuing to travel extensively as an 
education and training specialist. In all, David 
reckons he has worked on projects for all his 
various employers in thirty-seven countries, 

which must be some kind of record. I ask him 
if any had left a bad memory – but after a lot of thought he can 
only think of one slightly miserable time, in Morocco, where the 
technical intricacies of an advanced irrigation system and a lack of 
fluent French left him feeling “out of my depth”.  A rare occurrence.

He retired from the British Council at the age of sixty-five. But 
his hard-working nature has never deserted him. He continued 
as a consultant, much in demand, until the present day. Now his 
knees give him a bit of bother, and he is at last slowing down – in 
body though certainly not in mind. Only last November he stopped 
editing (unpaid) a magazine for the Britain-Tanzanian Society.
Over the years he has put seven African students through UK 
universities. He provided fees and accommodation and they have 
helped him with computing and other tasks. All except the final 
student, who is still studying, now have degrees. And through all 
this, David’s personal life has been subsumed into his work. “I am 
indeed a workaholic” he confesses.  .

At Roundhay School 
 in Leeds - 1944. Graduation Day - BSc (Dunelm) at Durham 

University in Newcastle - 1950.
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The City of Westminster is building 
on its plans to create a greener 
city by offering more and a greater 
variety of electric vehicle (EV) 

charging points.
From January 2017 charging points will be 
upgraded and increased by up to 20 new 
outlets, including some rapid chargers.
Working in partnership with commercial 
companies, Westminster will continue to 
innovate introducing new technologies 
to improve convenient charging while 
ensuring customers get the best deal from 
a service that is increasing in popularity.
The smart grid technology company BPL, 
under the Source London network, is 
putting in place a new model for electric 
charging, while Chargemaster is rolling 
out “Polar” the UK’s biggest public 
charging network. 

PodPoint will be upgrading their equipment 
and the City Council will be working with 
new operators to increase provision for EV 
users across the city.
Councillor Heather Acton, Cabinet Member 
for Sustainability and Parking (at the 
time), said: “We are working hard to make 
Westminster greener and more sustainable, 
and tackling air quality issues is one priority. 
Electric vehicles can help by cutting reliance 
on more polluting cars. The expansion of the 
EV network offers an improved service for 
those who need a vehicle.”
Westminster City Council was the first local 
authority in the UK to launch on-street 
charging points for electric vehicles. We 
now have more than 60 on-street charging 
points, with an additional 200 available 
off-street. A new range of tariffs tailored 
for different types of EV users is being 
introduced by the operators.
The expansion of the EV network will 
help the Marylebone Low Emission 
Neighbourhood and other air quality 
hotspots in the borough by contributing 
to a reduction of the amount of harmful 
pollutants in our atmosphere. Some diesel 
vehicles in particular can have a detrimental 
effect on air quality.

The cost of driving an older vehicle 
in London's congestion zone will 
increase by £10.00 per day from 
23 October this year, as part of 

TfL's efforts to improve air quality in the 
capital.
The vast majority of vehicles built before 
2006 will attract the charge because 
they do not meet the "Euro 4" emissions 
standard standards.
As with the congestion charge, the fees 
will apply from 7am to 6pm on weekdays.
You can read the TfL press release at: 
tinyurl.com/hamkfmd 

FUELLING CHANGE IN LONDON AND BEYOND
The way that our cars are powered and the price we pay for doing so is an ever-changing subject, 
but with electrically powered cars now becoming mainstream and diesel engines being very much 
out of favour, we're publishing a few items which we hope will be of interest to readers.

ELECTRIC VEHICLE INFRASTRUCTURE TO BE EXPANDED

"D-CHARGE" COMING TO A PARKING BAY NEAR YOU
Many news outlets are reporting 

that a "Scrappage Scheme" for 
diesel vehicles is likely to be 
announced very soon. 

Such a scheme aleady exists in France 
with owners being given a cash incentive 
for scrapping a diesel car along with big 
discounts on a new electric or hybrid 
vehicle.
Figures being suggested are in the region 
of a £3,500 incentive to scrap a 10 year old 
diesel car, and around £5,000 discount on 
a range of qualifying new models.

A few years ago drivers were 
encouraged to buy diesel 
powered vehicles due to their 
lower carbon emissions. The 

number of diesel cars on the road more 
than doubled, with tax breaks and greater 
fuel efficiency being partly responsible for 
the uptake.
However, but as many readers will be, 
these types of cars are very much out 
of favour because of the high level of 
pollutants they emit, resulting in a serious 
reduction in air quality.

To discourage the use of diesel cars in 
the capital, Westminster City Council 
will introduce a "D-Charge" from 3 April 
adding £2.45 per hour to the £4.90 already 
charged in its "Pay to Park" bays.
The charges will apply in the "F Zone" 
parking area, affecting the part of area 
to the south-east of Sussex Gardens, 
but will only apply to visitors to the area.  
Residents' permit fees will remain 
unchanged.
Read more at the WCC website: 
tinyurl.com/z2qc3py

"T-CHARGE" INTRODUCTION 
FOR OLDER VEHICLES

DIESEL SCRAPPAGE SCHEME?

Editor's note:
I'm not particularly enivironmentally 
minded but I've been driving a Nissan 
Leaf electric car since 2014, having 
covered 30,000 miles. The experience 
has been very positive and I'm happy 
to answer reader's questions about the 
real-world experience of owning an EV.
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Walking around Bayswater, 
the elegance of the build-
ings can often beguile the 
eye from more mundane 

matters. Previously I wrote about stone 
mason’s marks on kerbstones in Bayswater, 
installed to curb iron carriage wheels from 
climbing onto pavements. 

This time my focus is cast iron, both in 
functional and decorative use.
Roads are littered with bits of cast iron, 
used to cover access to valves, connectors, 
fire hydrants, drainage gullies, gas pipes 
and a host of other utilities that make life 
comfortable and healthy. Some of this cast 
iron also records the passing of history, both 
in terms of organisations gone and com-
modities no longer used.
Water is essential for health, both to drink 
and for cleaning . Wells and pumps from the 
aquifer under Bayswater used to provide 
water for most people. 

That is until Dr. John Snow realised that 
a cholera outbreak in Soho came from a 
contaminated pump.

 

A growing population could no longer 
be watered from ad hoc supplies. The 
Metropolitan Board of Works piped in clean 
water from outside London.
After the ‘Big Stink’ of 1858, a system of 
new sewers stopped foul water entering 
the Thames, for treatment and safe disposal 
outside London. 

This replaced cesspits and night soil buckets 
that were collected for use as fertilizer in 
the country.  The Metropolitan Water Board 
continued this role until 1974. Thames 
Water now supplies potable water and 
treats foul wastes, and in the process has 
cleaned up the Thames, so once again 
salmon and other fish are breeding.
“Old King Cole was a merry old soul” 
goes the Nursery Rhyme recording the 
importance that coal once had. Up to the 
1970’s most buildings in London were 
heated by coal in fires, or from town gas 
made in gas works from coal. 

This led to regular smog’s in winter as 
high pressure and still air let smoke build 
up. The ‘Great Smog’ of Dec. 1952 killed 
nearly 20,000 people and resulted in 
the Clean Air Act 1956. This designated 
‘Smokeless Zones’, where coal burning was 
banned. Bayswater and London are 100% 
smokeless. Instead replaced by ‘smogs’ of 
toxic traffic fumes but that is another story.
The discovery of North Sea Gas allowed coal 
to be replaced by natural gas and central 
heating  became the prime way of heating. 
Before coal use stopped, everyone had a 

CAST IRON PROOF
Professor Lewis Lesley 
Moss Lane, Liverpool

In the Summer 2016 edition of SEBRA NEWS W2, regular contributor Professor Lewis Lesley wrote a most 
interesting article about the work of stone masons on the kerbstones in Bayswater. In this follow-up piece 
he discusses some of the functional and commemorative ironwork that can be found in SEBRALAND.

Functionally Decorative Shoe Scraper.

Old and New Water Cut-Off Valves.

Three examples 
of cast-iron fire 
hydrant covers. 
All to be found 
in Bayswater.

Drainage Access Covers.

Examples of Decorated Coal Covers
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coal cellar, where the local coal merchant 
would tip a sack of black nuggets through 
a cast iron plate in the roof of the cellar. 
The photos show some surviving examples 
of coal covers, ranging from quite plain to 
decorated, some with the suppliers name 
embossed. There were six competing coal 
merchants at the big coal yard, which is 
now the Brunel Estate, bordered by Great 
Western Road and Westbourne Park Road. 
Coal-fired steam trains brought in coal from 
around the country.
Town gas made by baking coal first 
appeared in the early 19th century for 
street and building lighting. Indeed there 
are still gas lights in Hyde Park. 
The invention of the gas cooker gradually 
replaced the coal range as a more 
convenient and cleaner way to prepare 
food. The instant gas geyser gave hot water 
instead of a coal boiler. Town Gas came 
from the Gas, Light and Coke Company 
founded in 1812, the first in the world. 
Plates with this name or initials remain.
In 1948 the gas industry was nationalised. 
In Bayswater gas now came from the 
North Thames Gas Board, which had a 
big showroom on Edgware Road, where 
McDonalds now is, next to Waitrose. 
Ironically the showroom was lit by electricity 
from the London Electricity Board. “Don’t 
tell Sid”, the privatised British Gas took 
over in 1986.

In terms of utilities, next came ‘piped’ 
electricity. Much of Bayswater was Direct 
Current powered.  I can remember as a 
child the fuss when we changed to the now 
universal Alternating Current but it got us 
a new Murphy Radio with a ‘Magic Eye’. 
London Electricity Board took over from the 
Metropolitan Electricity Supply Company 

(METESCo), who’s plates can still be seen. 
With the widespread ‘slum clearances’ of 
the 1960’s and 70’s, “LEB off” appeared on 
the doors of derelict buildings, and became 
a popular term of abuse. Now where does 
the power come from ?

Finally came telecoms, initially from the 
General Post Office (GPO), then Post Office 
Telephones.
After privatisation, British Telecom (BT) put 
junction boxes in the streets. Latterly with 
the fibre optic revolution, new providers 
laid down a new network, with ‘CATV’ 
points in the pavement. Sadly not all have 
cast iron lids.

CAST IRON CELEBRATIONS
Cast iron also records and celebrates. 
The Royal Society of Arts began the ‘Blue 
Plaque’ scheme in 1876. In 1901 it was 
taken over by the London County Council. 
These large round cast iron plates record 
mostly the homes of famous people. 
SEBRALAND has a good number of blue 
plaques. Until 1968 Bayswater was in the 
Metropolitan Borough of Paddington, with 
a coat of arms of crossed swords in a crown. 

Moving to the more salubrious Westminster 
in 1974 made Bayswater once again a 
fashionable place to live, as it had been 
up to 1939. In the vicinity of Hyde Park 
there are stone boundary markers between 
Paddington (MBP), Westminster (WCC) and 
Kensington (RBK). 

Another reminder of the old Borough can 
be found at the entrance to the Hallfield 
Estate. Cast Iron signs list all the blocks, 
with ‘Borough of Paddington’ boldly shown. 
Why Hallfield ? To the south of the present 
estate close to Lancaster Gate stood ‘The 
Hall’ shown on John Rocque’s 1745 Map. 
The Estate is on a field, part of the Hall’s 
estate. There may even be surviving 
‘Paddington’ street name plates ?

Cast iron is a durable and strong material. 
Examples of its functional use for water, 
electricity, gas, sewage and telecoms 
litter Bayswater streets. Most of those go 
unnoticed. Few can ignore celebration blue 
plaques and other permanent reminders 
of famous people and notable events, for 
which Bayswater can be proud.

"Gas Light and Coke Company" and 
North Thames Gas Board Valve Covers

"METSCO" Electricity Supply Cover.

Post Office 
Telephone 

Junction Box 
Cover and  

Fibre Optic 
Access Plate.

Commemoration of Queen Victoria.

A Cast Iron Sign at Hallfield Estate

More examples of commemorative 
plaques, including artists, essayists 

performers and reformers.

From the last public execution to 
Architects, Statesmen and Engineers. 

Commemorative Cast Iron Plaques
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The Royal Parks
In this section we include our regular information about the upcoming events at The Serpentine Galleries. 
We have news on cafes, kiosks and alcoves, plus there's an interesting update on how the parks are funded. 
To begin though there's a report from The Friends of Hyde Park and Kensington Gardens.

PROTECTED VIEWS

Readers will no doubt have heard 
through the extensive media 
coverage about the destruction 
of the view between King Henry’s 

Mound in Richmond Park and St Paul’s 
Cathedral.
Together with all the Chairs of the Royal 
Parks Friends Groups, I signed a letter 
to The Times. This triggered widespread 
coverage, a petition and a demonstration.  

This view was meant to have been protected 
by London View Management Framework 
(LVMF).  But in 2011 GLA planning officers 
failed to follow the directives laid down by 
the Secretary of State for Communities and 
Local Government and raised no objections.

HOW DOES THIS AFFECT US?
We too have one of these protected views, 
from the bridge on West Carriage Drive 
as it crosses the Serpentine. It looks East 
towards the Palace of Westminster and is 
a favourite place to stand and gaze.

CYCLE SUPERHIGHWAY 
WEST CARRIAGE DRIVE
This is now finished and open for use.

Mostly it works well but there are some 
dangerous hot spots. These are where there 
is confusion between cyclists, motorists and 
pedestrians.  

 Time to Protect - A View from Hyde Park. 
Too Late to Protect  - A View from Richmond Park.

ROYAL PARKS ROUND-UP
FROM THE FRIENDS OF HYDE PARK & KENSINGTON GARDENS
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Look at the road layout on the bend in the 
road at the Triangle Car Park and Serpentine 
Sackler Gallery. This is one example and 
there are several others. There have not 
yet been any serious accidents, but there 
have been “clips” and near misses.  Our view 
is that there should be a very low speed 
limit imposed.
Because of the reduction of traffic lanes 
(particularly at Victoria Gate) there is now 
an almost permanent tail back both at the 
north and south ends of West Carriage 
Drive, and sometimes along the whole 
length. We are concerned about what the 
emissions from all these idling engines are 
doing to the air quality in the parks.

KENSINGTON GARDENS
The refreshment kiosk next to the Albert 
Memorial is going to be replaced. It had 
become beyond repair and as it was falling 
to bits we look forward to a new, very smart 
wooden kiosk taking its place in the Spring.
A new supplier, Colicci, is now running all 
the catering outlets in Kensington Gardens.  
They took over, following a tendering 
process, from Company of Cooks in the 
late Autumn.
Great plans are afoot to improve the 
planting along the South Flower Walk.  This 
area was much improved by new seating, 
access points and self-closing gates.  But 
the planting has struggled as dense old 
bushes have taken over leaving areas of 
bare earth, and others with very little light.
There is a continuing problem in this area, 
despite notices, of visitors feeding squirrels 
and pigeons and this had led to an increase 
in the numbers of both and also to masses 
of rats.
You may have noticed the lack of Spring 
bulbs for the last decade or so.  The squirrels 
have, unfortunately won this battle and 
have taken so many, and caused so much 
damage that Spring bulbs are something 
which we can now only remember with 
pleasure.

Whilst on this pesky subject there is an 
area in Kensington Gardens close to the 
Long Water, where tourists seem to be 
magnetically attracted to feeding by hand 
parakeets and pigeons. I have witnessed it, 
as have several of our members, and have 
taken some rather poor photos. 

The parakeets are now responsible for quite 
a lot of damage to new growth in trees.  
Apparently, a special case has to be made 
for any form of control of these birds, and 
as the park is not a fruit farm or similar, at 
the moment there is very little that can be 
done towards a reduction in their numbers.

The staff who run Kensington Gardens 
are due to get  improved accommodation.  
The new low level building will replace the 
“temporary” (many years ago) portakabins 
piled on top of each other.  The new facility 
will include washing and changing areas and 
a staff mess. You can imagine how much 
this is needed for staff who work out of 
doors all day in all weathers.

I have read in the press, as I expect many 
of you have, that a new Diana memorial is 
planned for the public areas of the gardens 
at Kensington Palace. This area is run by 
Historic Royal Palaces and is not part of 
The Royal Parks remit.

For garden enthusiasts, the sunken garden 
there is going to be replanted with a white 
theme to mark the 20th anniversary of the 
Princess’s death.

I have also heard of an application for a 
licence for a twelve day (7th – 18th June) 
“London Food Month Night Market” to take 
place on Perks Field. The hours vary but 
can go up to 23:30 hours and will cater for 
up to 15,000 people.  Apart from eating 
and drinking there will be low level live and 
recorded music, a Karaoke bar, as well as 
a cinema.

Perks Field is the area to the north of 
Kensington Palace and is not part of the 
Royal Park. It is the responsibility of the 
Royal Household.

HYDE PARK
Winter Wonderland this year benefited 
from good weather and weak sterling.

It has never been so busy and, whatever you 
feel about this event, it raises an enormous 
amount for the Royal Parks.  This funding 
helps to pay for the huge list of projects 
needing to be done and without it, and 
other funding from the Major Events in 
Hyde Park, we would quickly notice a 
deterioration in the state of our much 
loved parks.

Winter Wonderland was moved further 
north and this helped manage the crowds a 
lot better. The pressure was shared between 
Marble Arch and Hyde Park Corner Stations 
and the Serpentine Road was kept open for 
all the regular users. Work to reinstate the 
ground started in early January as the rides 
were being dismantled.  Park Managers now 
hope for some reasonable weather which 
will help speed up this process.

The creation of a magnificent new 
nursery in the middle of Hyde Park is now 
underway.  The demolition of the old one 
was completed before Christmas and I 
could see pile driving going on which is 
usually a sign of something going up!

It will help the staff who grow thousands of 
plants for all the Royal Parks to do their job 
much more effectively. In the old nursery, 
for example, to harden plants off they used 
to have to cart them all in and out according 
to weather conditions.

Among other improvements, Will to Win 
Tennis Centre is creating a netball and all-
purpose court within their ground.  There 
will be other surfaces and facilities too 
which will be popular with all the local 
schools.  There will be a reduction in the 
number of tennis courts.

There will be some closely focused lighting 
so that these courts/pitches can be used up 
until 9 pm.  The lighting will only work when 
there are people actually using the sports 
facilities.  At the moment, when the clocks 
go back in October no children, outside 
school hours, get any sport until the Spring.

And with this mention of Spring, it won’t 
be long before we can start looking for 
early signs.  The mimosa at the Old Police 
House is beginning to look wonderful and 
there are snowdrops appearing all over 
Hyde Park.

Sue Price
Chairman, Friends of Hyde Park & 
Kensington Gardens
www.friendshpkg.org.uk
contact@friendshpkg.org.uk

"An almost permanent tailback" - Idling engines reducing air quality 
around our precious Royal Parks.
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Traffic Bayswater
CYCLE SUPERHIGHWAY AND QUIETWAY  
Further Update by John Walton
HYDE PARK
The ‘Cycle Superhighway’ alongside 
West Carriage Drive and South Carriage 
Drive opened at the end of January – 
see the report by the Friends of Hyde 
Park & Kensington Gardens on page 56. 
On North Carriage Drive, at present 
vehicles can now go only one way, 
from Victoria Gate to Marble Arch. We 
understand this will become permanent - 
see the report on page 90 of our Autumn 
2016 issue.

LANCASTER GATE STATION AREA
The new road layout was introduced late 
last year. In the section of Bayswater Road 
outside the entrance to the station, it has 
reverted to the original two-way traffic.
Lancaster Gate Station closed in January 
and is due to reopen in July before the 
Notting Hill Carnival.

Also, there is now a direct link into 
Stanhope Terrace for traffic heading 
towards the park. In the next section of 
Bayswater Road, leading towards Victoria 
Gate, the traffic lanes have been reduced 
to one in each direction, to accommodate 
the segregated cycle-ways, designed for 
the safety of cyclists. They continue along 
the eastern side of Westbourne Street.  
The whole cycleway was opened up to 
Craven Road on 30 January.  It is very early 
days, but so far it is not being much used 
by cyclists.

As expected, the construction and 
introduction of these new traffic layouts 
has been problematic and has led to 
long queues in Bayswater Road, due 
to its narrowing in a critical section. 
In Westbourne Street, the lanes have 
changed and are causing confusion.

At the time of writing, the lane markings 
and signposting are still not adequate. 
Transport for London (TfL) claim that these 
problems will settle down but say that this 
may take up to nine months.

However, we fear that several undesirable 
features will become permanent.

• A diversion of cars, vans and lorries 
through residential areas, due to queues 
in Bayswater Road. In particular, vehicles 
going out from the centre usually 
pass along Bayswater Road up to the 
Lancaster Gate Station area, if they 
are heading towards the A40, North 
Kensington or Harrow Road. Now 
many are turning off Bayswater Road 
and reaching Sussex Gardens through 
the residential Hyde Park Estate and 
this is likely to continue, especially in 
peak hours. 

• Similarly in the morning peak, vehicles 
will divert locally to avoid eastbound 
queues in Bayswater Road at the 
approach towards the junction with 
Lancaster Terrace, if these persist.

• The way towards Marble Arch is also 
affected by the narrowing of Bayswater 
Road, especially in the morning peak. For 
cars, the new direct access to Stanhope 
Terrace opens up an alternative by way 
of Brook Street, into the park and then 
along North Carriage Drive. However, 
larger vehicles cannot go through the 
park and these plus cars may use the 
local roads through the Hyde Park 
Estate, if delays continue in the direct 
route along Bayswater Road.

With the assistance of local Councillors, 
SEBRA and other residents’ groups have 
successfully pressed for measures to 
relieve some of these problems. As we 
reported in our last issue, three new 
pedestrian crossings are to be installed, 
one in Stanhope Terrace and two at its 
junction with Brook Street. These will 
reduce traffic speeds there and should 
discourage diversion by way of Stanhope 
Terrace. The work should be completed by 
the end of April. Additional steps are being 
considered to reduce "rat runs" through 
residential areas.

Nearly complete - one of three new zebra crossings 
in Stanhope Terrace/Brook Street.
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THE SUSSEX GARDENS 
TRIANGLE
There are new traffic lights at this junction, 
to let cyclists through. SEBRA asked 
successfully that these should embody safe 
access for pedestrians to the garden, and 
this has been achieved, for the first time 
ever. Their phasing need adjusting so as 
to provide a better link to the traffic lights 
at the junction with Craven Road, and so 
reduce queues of southbound vehicles.

NORTH WEST EXTENSION 
OF THE ROUTE ALONG 
WESTBOURNE TERRACE
Little more to say. There have been 
unconfirmed reports that the Mayor 
has decided to cancel or postpone this 
extension of the route to Acton – which, it 
was claimed, could be done by closing, for 
cyclists, one traffic lane along the elevated 
A40 (Westway) – but there has been no 

formal announcement, so far as we are 
aware. However, local links for cyclists 
between Westbourne Terrace and Harrow 
Road/Little Venice, at the northern end of 
Westbourne Bridge were also proposed. 
We expect and support these links, but in 
our opinion they alone would not require 
the previously proposed segregation of 
cycle lanes along the entire length of 
Westbourne Terrace. 

“QUIETWAY” CYCLE ROUTE 
FROM BAYSWATER ROAD 
TO EDGWARE ROAD
This route has now been approved, with 
substantial funding from TfL. It will run 
mainly along local roads from the junction 
between Bayswater Road and Palace 
Court, in the west, to a new cyclists’ 
crossing of Edgware Road from Burwood 
Place – see the map below.

At its western end, which is in Kensington 
and Chelsea, the Royal Borough have 
already introduced a signalled crossing 
over Bayswater Road, to promote the 
safety of both cyclists and pedestrians 
crossing the road. At it eastern end, it 
is expected to connect with another 
“Quietway” for cyclists going further east, 
which is now being designed. 

Its route from its western end includes 
Palace Court, Prince's Square, Porchester 
Gardens, Porchester Terrace, Craven Hill 

and Craven Road, where there will no 
changes to the movements of vehicles. 
However, some changes to parking, 
waiting and loading restrictions in these 
sections are proposed, and are now being 
consulted upon. In the short section of 
Porchester Gardens between its junctions 
with Queensway and Inverness Terrace, 
there will be a new with-flow cycleway 
going eastbound on its north side, to 
complement the existing contra-flow lane 
in the same section for westbound cyclists. 

The “Quietway” will continue along the 
section of Westbourne Terrace between 
Craven Road and Sussex Gardens, where 
segregated cycle lanes are already in place, 
and along most of Sussex Gardens, as far 
as its junction with Sale Place. For the 
safety of cyclists, the design there too 
is for new segregated cycle lanes, which 
will reduce traffic lanes to one in each 
direction. SEBRA ultimately accepted this, 
having received assurances that it would 
not impede the existing bus stop in Sussex 
Gardens and the bus routes along there, 
and would be consistent with possible 
changes to these. 

At its very eastern end, the “Quietway” will 
follow into Norfolk Crescent and Burwood 
Place to Edgware Road. 



19 www.sebra.org.uk

POLITICAL & LEGAL NEWS

Social Affairs
Jack, our own Special Correspondent, SEBRA Committee Member 
and Chairman of the Safer Neighbourhoods Police Panel for 
Westbourne Ward, asks a thought-provoking question:

Jack Gordon

ARE THE POLICE "TIPTOEING" AWAY 
FROM OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY?

In the previous issue (Autumn 2016) of 
SEBRA NEWS W2 I cited research by 
a leading market research organisation 
which was commissioned by Her 

Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary to 
mount a survey to test the temperature of 
the public’s opinion towards the police. 
The final report was rather in line with the 
comments made by the curate when served 
a questionable egg at the Bishop’s table; 
the curate replied that it was good in parts. 
However, it is fair to say that one aspect of 
the research findings was particularly good 
in its conclusion that ‘overall people were 
twice more likely to speak positively about 
the police than to express negative views’.
Yet, staying with HMIC for the moment, 
another image is emerging.  An Inspector 
of Constabulary has gone on record, in a 
new report last year, as saying that police 
forces could be “sleepwalking” back to a 
former model of policing where they were 
“isolated from communities”.
The argument runs like this: bureaucracy 
is taking over from preventative work in 
neighbourhoods and desk work and manning 
counters in stations is being performed in 
preference to pounding the beat.

In my position as Chair of the Safer 
Neighbourhood Police Panel for Westbourne 
Ward I couldn’t agree with Zoe Billingham 
more when she notes in the report on police 
effectiveness, efficiency and legitimacy that, 
whilst praising police forces, crime-fighting 
would be at risk if neighbourhood policing 
was to be further undermined.
I also agree, and have said so many 
times before at our Panel meetings, that 
neighbourhood policing stands as the 
cornerstone of our policing model. In 
many ways, it is part of the magic cement 
that holds neighbourhoods together as 
it provides a democratic forum where 
members feel they can make a positive 
difference in their own neighbourhood. 
Local policing can be rightly regarded is 
the sheet anchor of our community.
Time was, and I remember it all too well, 
when milkmen, coalmen, lamplighters, 
bakers, even hawkers doing their rounds, 
were in effect more than tradesmen, they 
were unofficial street guardians. Street-life 
is so different now and the dynamics of 
neighbourhoods have changed to the point 
where the police are expected to have the 
monopoly of being our eyes and ears.
As we look through time’s rear mirror you 
may remember, too, when police were put 
in Panda cars to speed around the local 
area but were unapproachable to people on 
the streets…you couldn’t even stop them 
to ask the time!
It was only in the wake of the Brixton riots 
in the early 80’s that the Scarman report 
recommended that police return to the 
neighbourhoods they were meant to serve 
and protect.
Much more recently, in 2013, a review for 
the Labour party prompted by the then 
Shadow Home Secretary Yvette Cooper and 
undertaken by Lord Stephens, a previous 
Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police, 
presaged Ms Billingham’s report warning 
of the dangers of a police force in retreat 
from its local community.

Bringing this overarching concern about 
policing,  being relevant and responsive 
to local people, right up to date you may 
not have to look further than what is 
currently happening with the Westbourne 
Panel that I and other local members of 
the community serve.
We have had Ward PC’s come and go as if 
we had specially installed a set of revolving 
doors for the purpose. This, in turn, has 
heightened the sense of inconsistency and 
lack of dependability which rubs against the 
grain of the Safer Neighbourhood Ward 
Panel’s ethos, and many of its fine values 
and principles.

In fact, the circumstances surrounding the 
transient, almost Bedouin-like, nature of 
the police’s passing involvement reached 
a pitch where the Panel, at our last 
meeting, passed a motion to down tools 
and withdraw our labour until the police, 
under the requirements of MOPAC, were 
prepared to provide at least one dedicated 
officer to serve the ward.
Sentiment was running high and 
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Panel members felt isolated, deserted, 
abandoned, orphaned even but certainly 
badly let down and, more importantly, 
that vitally important work in protecting 
the remarkably rich tapestry of our local 
community was being compromised as a 
consequence. 
It is worth mentioning, that whilst our 
feelings at the Panel might be bruised I 
am sure that the chaotic way this Panel 
seemed to be left to its own devices reveals 
deeper concerns within the police service, 
especially the approach of its hierarchy, 
which has led to a corrosive impact on the 
moral of serving officers. 

And paramount amongst those concerns for 
the police, to quote Lord Stevens as I have 
done before, is the ‘danger of retreating to 
a discredited model of reactive policing’.

However, there is a brighter side to all of 
this. Whilst writing this column I have been 
advised that we now have a Dedicated 
Ward Officer with another to follow, which 
means no industrial action on our part. We 
can call off the strike and get back to work; 
which is all just as well as we have a Ward 
meeting coming up imminently.

We called for a more professional, ward-
dedicated, less bureaucratic approach to 
neighbourhood policing which needed to 
be responsive to the nagging problems that 
concern the majority of us, particularly, the 
more vulnerable in our society. I felt that 
the maleficent, seemingly ideologically 
driven, savage and unrestrained cuts that 
tear at the fabric of our communities and 
undermine essential services might have 
had the effect of pulling down the walls 
of neighbourhood policing and decimating 
our Panel rendering it broken and without 
a purpose.

Indeed, my own forebodings seemed 
to be fed by the Metropolitan Police 
Commissioner, Sir Bernard Hogan-Howe’s 
very recent warnings, prior to his departure 
towards the end of February this year, when 
he said that Scotland Yard will be forced 
to introduce ‘rationing’ of its services 
and that fighting crime will be ‘slower 
and worse’ unless the spectre of another 
wave of spending cuts, being considered 
by ministers, is lifted.

According to Sir Bernard, in his recent 
comments to the Evening Standard, these 
funding threats pose serious problems 
to police numbers and bring the risk of 
‘significant’ job losses which would result 
in a poorer service to the public. 

Now, despite this risk of future shocks to 
policing in a London that’s getting bigger 
and bigger, quicker and quicker, the arrival 
of our own Dedicated Ward Officer, with 
another promised, we may have reached 
a post-MOPAC settlement.

And, a settlement which will allow us to 
renew our mission to re-invigorate our Safer 
Neighbourhood Ward Panel, restore our 
sense of civic dignity and reconstitute a vital 
bulwark against crime in our community.

"Top Cop" - Sir Bernard Hogan-Howe
Former Metropolitan Police Head.

Whilst not quite metamor-
phosing from the Thin 
Blue Line to the Fat Blue 
Line, nonetheless, an extra 

amount of funding to the tune of nearly 
£3 million has just been announced for 
the Metropolitan Police after dire warn-
ings about spending cuts from Sir Bernard 
Hogan-Howe vividly expressed in Jack 
Gordon’s piece above.
The extra monies announced by the Lon-
don Mayor, Sadiq Khan, will help maintain 
police numbers at 31,000 although City Hall 
stated that the Mayor was doing everything 
possible to adhere to a strategic target of 
32,000 police across London.
The question is, at the time of intense 
pressure, with the terrorism alert at 
severe and violent crime on the increase 
across London, will this top-up through 
special funding be enough to keep 
Londoners safe?

Cressida Dick has been appointed 
Commissioner of the Metropol-
itan Police becoming the first 
woman to lead the force in its 

188 year old history.
This will add to the dominancy of women 
in British policing with Lynne Owens lead-
ing the National Crime Agency and Sara 
Thornton, who was beaten to the Met 
Commissioner job, chair of the National 
Police Chief’s Council.
It would seem that being removed from 
her post as head of the force’s anti-terror 
unit by Sir Bernard in 2014 was no bar to 
her appointment.
The fact that Ms Dick was in charge of the 
operation which led to the controversial 
shooting dead of Brazilian Jean Charles 
de Menezes and the disinformation put 
out by the police immediately afterwards 
has proved to be no impediment either.

LATE NEWS - TWO STORIES THAT ARRIVED
JUST BEFORE SEBRA NEWS W2 WENT TO PRESS

New "Top Cop" - Cressida Dick 
Metropolitan Police Head.

NEW HEAD OF MET  
POLICE APPOINTED

THE THIN BLUE LINE 
PUTS ON WEIGHT
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Planning Bayswater
Report from John Walton and John Zamit
THE PADDINGTON CUBE - PLANNING PERMISSION ISSUED?

In our last issue we reported the strong 
opposition of SEBRA and many of our 
members to this proposal for a massive 
office building alongside the Grade 1 

listed Paddington Station. It would replace 
the Edwardian building there, until recently 
a major Royal Mail sorting office, known 
as 31 London Street, together with the old 
post counter office in Praed Street. 
At the time of writing for the last issue, the 
application had not yet been determined by 
Westminster City Council’s Planning Com-
mittee, but at a meeting on 6 December 
2016, chaired by Councillor Robert Davis, 
the members voted unanimously to grant 
planning permission. 
This decision was subject to a legal 
agreement a on long list of subjects still 
to be negotiated on specific aspects, the 
most important of which are the effects 
on traffic, including ambulances both when 
going on emergency calls to St. Mary’s 
Hospital and when leaving the hospital. 
On this, a Steering Group is to be set up 
to conduct a transport study.  As this is a 
major development proposal, the decision 
was also subject to review by the Mayor 
of London. And following a Petition by 
SAVE England’s Heritage and others, the 
Secretary of State for Communities and 
Local Government is now considering 
whether or not to call in the scheme for 
his own determination.

THE PLANNING COMMITTEE’S 
DECISION ON 6 DECEMBER 2016
The main topics considered by the 
Committee included: 

• HERITAGE DAMAGE VERSUS 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT BENEFITS

There had been many objections from 
other people and groups, notably Historic 
England (previously ‘English Heritage’), the 
Victorian Society and SAVE, on grounds of 
a ‘major harmful effect on the Bayswater 
Conservation Area’ (per Historic England). 

However, Westminster planning officers 
considered the harm to heritage assets 
to be ‘less than substantial’ and to be 
outweighed by major public transport 
and other benefits, including improved 
access to the Bakerloo Line and to the 
main line station. On these heritage 
aspects, the Committee accepted ‘less 
than substantial’ harm.
In addition to the improved access to 
the Bakerloo Line, the proposal includes 
the creation of a ‘piazza’ for pedestrians 
between the site and Paddington Station, 
which in itself is welcome

• LONGER ROUTES 
FOR AMBULANCES

The new ‘piazza’ alongside Paddington 
Station would mean closing, to vehicles, 
the section of London Street leading from 
Praed Street past the site.  This is the 
main route taken by ambulances going 
towards A & E at St. Mary’s Hospital, and 
by most other traffic heading to and from 
the hospital.The alternative proposed by 
the developers is a new road further east, 
at the back of the new building, starting 
from Praed Street at the far end of where 
the old post office counter building is now. 
This road would provide a new connection 
between Praed Street and Winsland Street;  
thus ambulances and other traffic could in 
that way reach the further part of London 
Street, leading to South Wharf Road where 
the hospital is located. 
Both Imperial College Health Trust and the 
London Ambulance service had objected 
to this new route, on grounds of two sharp 
turns and poor visibility. The planning 
officers proposed that the question 
whether or not this was acceptable and 
safe should be considered by a special 
Transport Steering Working Group, before 
the relevant legal agreement was signed. 
But the hospital authorities considered 
it highly unsatisfactory to approve the 
development in principle before these 
matters had been resolved in detail. 

Councillor Antonia Cox strongly supported 
them when reporting their concerns to 
the Committee. She was speaking in her 
capacity as chair of the relevant scrutiny 
Committee, but she is also a Councillor of 
the Hyde Park Ward, in which Ward this 
site lies.   

THE DEVELOPER’S LAST 
MINUTE OFFER
At the Committee meeting, an offer from 
the developer was reported, to pay for the 
costs of a possible different link, leading 
more directly between this new road and 
South Wharf Road. This probably influenced 
the Committee’s decision, which in the end 
was unanimous. 
However, it was clear from the outset that 
such a link would require demolition of 
some hospital buildings, which would be 
very difficult to achieve in the short term, 
and would require the transfer of some 
facilities to other sites.  

THE SCHEME REFERRED 
TO THE MAYOR
The Mayor’s decision not to ‘call it in’ was 
announced on 6 February. In the report of 
his Officers, they also accepted the view 
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SEBRA ran a strong campaign against the Paddington Cube and our posters certainly helped to get our message across.

that the harm to heritage assets is ‘less 
than substantial’. On the question of access 
to the hospital for ambulances and other 
traffic, the Mayor notes that Transport for 
London will be on the proposed Transport 
Steering Group and instructs them to 
satisfy themselves that an acceptable 
solution has been found, before signing the 
relevant legal agreement. A ‘Safety Audit’ 
completed in January believes that ‘there 
are suitable revisions that can be made to 
produce an acceptable road layout’, but 
apparently does not specify these and 
leaves open the timescale within which 
they can be achieved. 
Paddington Residents’ Active Concern on 
Transport (PRACT), of which SEBRA is a 
founder member, had made comments 
on the transport and traffic aspects of the 
application, see page 83 of our autumn 
2016 issue. These included a request for 
a similar traffic study. PRACT has outlined 
various possibilities for road changes and 
asked to be included in the traffic study.

ADDITIONAL CONGESTION 
PRAED STREET
PRACT stresses one aspect which appears 
to have been overlooked so far. Preventing 
traffic from entering or leaving the northern 
section of London Street at its junction 
with Praed Street will cause it all to divert 
to a heavily congested section of Praed 
Street in order to reach the new road, and 

create a bottleneck there. The section of 
Praed Street running up to Norfolk Place 
is two-way and there are quite frequent 
deliveries by large vehicles to the many 
shops there. Furthermore, the short initial 
section between the junction with London 
Street and the proposed entrance to the 
new road is just at the point where a major 
bus stop is situated and also where, under 
the developer’s scheme, the main entrance 
to the Bakerloo Line station would be. 
The scheme requires the single bus stop to 
be replaced by two, one near to the main-
line station and the other further away; but 
this will do little to reduce traffic congestion 
and could even increase it.  
Thus, delays to ambulances will not just be 
caused by the sharp turns in the new road 
and the connecting route, but very likely 
by all the additional traffic and pedestrians 
in the part of Praed Street to which the 
hospital traffic will be diverted, causing 
possibly full blockages from time to time. 

CONSTRUCTION AND ROUTES 
FOR CONSTRUCTION VEHICLES
If the scheme goes ahead, demolition 
would start with the old post office 
counter building in Praed Street; however, 
demolition of the main building at 31 
London Street, previously the Royal 
Mail sorting office, cannot get fully 
under way until Crossrail have finished 
with the building, probably late in 2018. 

Construction might last two to three years 
from then.   
SEBRA and PRACT would closely monitor 
control of the routes to be taken by 
construction lorries, one of the matters 
to be controlled by later legal agreement, 
which should definitely prevent them from 
passing through residential streets.

SECRETARY OF STATE 
CONSIDERING A PETITION TO 
CALL THE APPLICATION IN
SAVE, the Georgian Group, the Victorian 
Society, SEBRA and others have petitioned 
the Secretary of State for Communities and 
Local Government, Sajid Javid, to call-in 
this application, largely on conservation 
grounds. When supporting the petition, 
SEBRA also mentioned the lack of any 
contribution towards improved housing.
On 20 February the Secretary of State 
issued an Article 31 holding direction 
temporarily preventing Westminster City 
Council from granting planning permission. 
This direction allows additional time for 
him to consider whether the application 
should be called in for a public inquiry. 
Article 31 Directions are not routinely 
issued in relation to planning applications 
where a call in request has been received; 
they are usually reserved for complex 
applications that require greater scrutiny. 
Watch this space!
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PRACT (Paddington Residents' 
Active Concern on Transport) is 
a consortium of four wide-area 
amenity societies, all recognised 

by Westminster City Council. Their 
combined area covers most of the previous 
London Borough of Paddington.
Comments on route changes affecting our 
area. These are routes 6, 23, 46, 332 and 
390.
Our comments are mostly written in terms 
of inbound journeys, but the same points 
generally apply to journeys in the opposite 
direction.

THREE GENERAL POINTS
1. We believe that you have over-estimated 
the extent to which people using bus 
services from points of origin within Zones 
1 and 2 will choose to transfer to Crossrail 
at Paddington.
If their destinations are close to the Crossrail 
stations at Bond Street/Oxford Circus 
or Tottenham Court Road, a transfer to 
Crossrail at Paddington will usually entail 
paying a second fare (unless on a Zone 1 
and  2 season ticket), all for an only small 
shortening of the journey, at best.
For such destinations, bus to bus transfer 
in the Paddington area is much more 
likely, when a direct bus service is lost. 
Has this effect on the loading of surviving 
bus services along Oxford Street been 
adequately allowed for?
2. We are generally concerned that some 
of the newly required interchanges will 
necessitate walking from one bus stop to 
another, at points where stops are separated 
according to destination.  This will be hard 
for the elderly and disabled.
3.  As regards Edgware Road especially, we 
think it most important, particularly in the 
new situation now proposed.
a. To improve the enforcement of illegal 
stopping, where such obstructions regularly 
cause delays, particularly in peak hours.
b. To extend the prohibition of stopping/ 
unloading to a 24 hour basis.

ROUTE 6
Proposal – between Marble Arch and 
Piccadilly Circus, reroute the 6 bus via Park 
Lane and Piccadilly, instead of via Oxford 
Street and Regent Street, as now.

Our attitude on Route 6
Generally supportive, but it is not clear 
whether Regent Street could be reached 
with only one change of bus.

Oxford Street could be reached with a 
single change of bus at stops in Edgware 
Road, but would a walk from one stop to 
another be needed, because of different 
destinations? This would be hard on the 
elderly and disabled.

ROUTE 23
Proposal (a) – extend route northwards 
towards Wembley, to provide a connection 
with Crossrail at Paddington.
Proposal  (b) – it would no longer run from 
Paddington onwards to Liverpool Street (via 
Oxford Street and the Strand). 
It would terminate at Lancaster Gate 
station.  From points west of Paddington, 
connections are proposed, to route 7 (an 
unchanged route), in Eastbourne Terrace 
(or at earlier stops), which will work for 
destinations as far as Oxford Circus.
An alternative connection is proposed 
to route 94 (also an unchanged route) at 
Lancaster Gate station, which will work for 
destinations as far as Piccadilly Circus.

Our attitude on Route 23  
1.  No comment on (a). As regards (b). There 
have been numerous objections from our 
members, who are opposed to the need for 
a change of bus (or two changes, if going 
to points beyond Piccadilly Circus). PRACT 
objects strongly on the same grounds.
A journey starting within Zones 1 and 2 that 
would involve two changes of bus, because 
of the proposed changes, could exceed 
the one hour limit at the second point of 
interchange. 
2. A further important point is whether the 
interchanges are at the same stop – OK for 
the change from route 23 to route 7, but a 
walk and a crossing of Bayswater Road is 
probably needed for change to route 94, at 
Lancaster Gate station.

TfL CONSULTATION ON REDUCING BUSES IN OXFORD STREET
- RESPONSE FROM PRACT - ROUTES 6, 23, 46, 332 & 390
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3. Furthermore, many elderly passengers 
board or leave route 23 at the stops for St 
Mary’s Hospital.

For these people, interchange from route 
7 to other routes serving points Regent 
Street, Piccadilly Circus and beyond would 
probably have to be in Oxford Street, where 
a walk from one stop to another is probably 
needed. (As regards interchange from route 
7 at stops in Edgware Road, interchange 
to route 98, which goes east of Oxford 
Circus, would be possible without a walk, 
but it seems – because of the re-routeing 
of bus No. 6 – that there would be no bus 
going directly from stops in Edgware Road 
to Regent Street). 

4. We request consultation, later, on where 
the stand at Lancaster Station will be, 
whether this will be a combined stop/stand 
and if not where the last alighting point and 
first boarding point will be.

5. See below comment on route 332.

ROUTE 46 
Proposal - terminates/starts at Paddington 
(Eastbourne Terrace) rather than at Lancaster 
Terrace.

Our attitude on Route 46
1. It is essential that good alternative 
connections are provided between Lancaster 
Gate station (from both the Central Line and 
the stops for routes 94 and 148) and the 
Paddington Station area.

This appears to be the case, given the 
proposal for routes 23 and 332, but we 
request further consultation on where the 
stops/stands will be in the Lancaster Gate 
station area and on where the stands for all 
three routes 23, 46 and 332 will be – will 
they be combined stops/stands and if not 
where will the last alighting point and first 
boarding point be? 

2. As regards the stand for the changed route 
46, where will this be? The route diagram 
shows a circuit: Craven Road westbound, 
Westbourne Terrace, Sussex Gardens and 
Spring Street, and there appears to be no 
suitable location for a stand anywhere along 
this circuit.
3. See below comment on route 332.

ROUTE 332
Proposal (a) - re-routeing away from Praed 
Street, and Maida Vale, now to go by way of 
Warwick Avenue, Shirland Road and Kilburn 
Park station as far as Kilburn High Road.
Proposal (b) – no longer does the loop 
around Paddington Station and now 
terminates/starts at Lancaster Gate station.

Our attitude on Route 332
1. It is essential that the changes to routes 
46 and 332 are implemented together, so as 
to continue providing a direct link between 
Lancaster Gate Station and Warwick Avenue 
stations.
2. Before any decision is taken, we need to 
know where the stops for Warwick Avenue 
station, in both directions, will be on the 
re-routed bus 332.
3. On proposal (a). There would now be a 
double-decker bus passing along Warwick 
Avenue, added to the existing single-decker 
bus (route 46). This will damage the amenity 
of residents, especially in the quiet but 
narrow section of Warwick Avenue between 
the Harrow gyratory and the intersection 
with Blomfield Road. This is objectionable.
4.  On proposal (b). There would now be two 
double-decker bus routes in Craven Road 
(westbound), in the southern-most section 
of Westbourne Terrace southbound and in 
Spring Street, in place of one single-decker 
route now, the 46.

This is a regrettable change from the present 
situation, but previously there was also the 
double-decker bus 436, as well as the 46.    

5. We request consultation later on where its 
stand will be. Will this be a combined stop/
stand and if not where will the last alighting 
point and first boarding point be?

ROUTE 390
Proposal – no longer serves Bayswater 
Road. (The 390 will still serve Oxford Street 
beyond Marble Arch, but will be diverted 
to Victoria).

Our attitude on Route 390 
1. There have been strong objections from 
members whose are opposed to the need 
to change buses if going further east 
than Oxford Circus, e.g. to King’s Cross.  
PRACT objects on the same grounds, also 
see point 2 below. 

2. The 94 bus, an unchanged route, will be 
available from Bayswater Road only as far 
as Oxford Circus.  For points on the 390’s 
existing route further east, interchange 
from the 94 to the 390 or other bus will 
be needed in Oxford Street, where the 
stops used for interchange are likely to be 
separated. 

John Walton
Hon Secretary, PRACT
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Your Letters
We welcome your letters on any subject that you feel might be of interest to readers of  
SEBRA NEWS W2. Please note that contributions may be subject to minor editorial changes.
Send your contributions to: editor@sebra.org.uk or by post to John Zamit, Chairman (address 
on page 2). Please include your full contact details.
The writer of the "Star Letter" in each edition will be presented with a bottle of Champagne.

A SALUTARY LESSON
I am writing this letter which I hope will 
be included in the next issue of SEBRA 
Magazine to report on the salutary 
lesson we have learned with reference 
to a particular planning application in the 
Borough.
We live in Westbourne Park Villas and 
when invited, with other residents, to go 
and view the plans for the Baptist Church 
at the end of our road which was to be 
demolished and rebuilt we went with 
interest and some enthusiasm to see 
what was being offered. 
The architects and the church were 
very keen to include local residents and 
suggestions and various alterations to the 
plans were put forward and accepted (or 
not) and at the end of 2016 the church 
was bulldozed, hoardings were erected 
and work got under way.
What of course we had not taken into 
account were the arrangements made 
for the lorries first of all delivering the 
extremely heavy plant and machinery, 
and now the very large construction 
lorries which arrive every day to remove 
the waste being dug up.  These lorries 
drive north up Porchester Road turn left 

into Westbourne Park Road, drive right 
down to the Westbourne Pub, where they 
execute a very skilful turn before driving 
back again to the Porchester Road end 
where they wait patiently in line for their 
turn to be called by the banksmen.

When full they go back on to Porchester 
Road and disappear to dispose of their 
loads before returning for another 
trip. We have on average about 20 or 
30 lorries a day, and as they make the 
journey twice that makes 40 to 60 lorries 
a day – unfortunately for us our house 
is right on a speed bump so the crashes 
of metal as the empty lorries go over the 
bump is quite something. 

When the foreman was asked how 
long this was going to carry on, he said 
probably until the end of March – then 
no doubt the cement lorries and steel 
works etc. on even bigger lorries will start 
to arrive.

We have no objection to the rebuilding 
of the church – we welcome it.  But the 
salutary lesson is that we did not check 
the traffic arrangements when the 
consultation took place and had no idea 
that the Villas would become a lorry park 
as they wait for their next load. 

The redevelopment of Botts Mews with 
a proposal for 2 or 3 houses with 3 floors 
and 2 basements to be dug is currently 
waiting for its planning permission – 
which it will no doubt get. 

The plan that we heard was being put into 
place for the lorries carrying the waste on 
this site is the following: they will arrive 
in Chepstow Road, reverse into Bridstow 
Place to load up the waste from the 
basements, drive out of Bridstow Place, 
cross Chepstow Road and enter Artesian 
Road, where apparently the developer is 
planning to put a Waste Bin where the 
lorries will be emptied. 
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Join SEBRA
SEBRA welcomes new members, whether 
individuals or households, those working 
in the area, or businesses and other 
organisations with a connection to the  
Bayswater area. 

We're continually working towards the  
improvement of life in our unique part 
of London and we enjoy considerable 
influence with Westminster City Council, 
Transport for London (Tfl) and Crossrail. 

For more than 45 years we’ve helped 
to preserve the essence of Bayswater, 

making our voices heard when planning 
applications have flown in the face of 
common sense, but equally we’ve strongly 
supported developments that benefit the 
are and improve the public realm.

If you’d like to be involved with SEBRA 
please take out a membership. Subscriptions 
start from just a few pounds and you’ll be 
helping us continue a job that we genuinely 
feel has brought great benefits to those 
who live in, work in, or visit Bayswater. 

A membership application form can be 
found overleaf and once completed please 
send it to SEBRA Chairman John Zamit.

SEBRA members receive our magazine 
SEBRA NEWS W2 three times each year. 
We also host a very popular summer garden 
party and AGM each autumn.

If our readers have any questions about 
membership or any other aspects of the 
work that SEBRA undertakes then please 
email us: membership@sebra.org.uk

Anybody local who uses the buses will 
know how congested Chepstow Road 
gets, and to have an endless stream of 
these waste lorries going backwards and 
forwards straight across it will bring the 
area to a standstill. 

We residents have to find time to protect 
ourselves from this chaos.  The developer 
will not care – he does not live anywhere 
near here, but our lives will be totally 
disrupted for up to two years, and pity 
the poor bus drivers.  

When we receive information about 
proposed redevelopment plans, for our 
own safety and sanity we MUST make 
sure that we know how the traffic is 
going to be managed. I know that this is 

going to load us with more investigation 
– it is bad enough trawling through the 
proposals at WCC Planning Department, 
but if the lorries are not sorted out right 
at the start of a new development then 
we do not stand a chance of protecting 
ourselves, our roads, our buses, our area 
from these mammoth vehicles.  
And of course once the Whiteleys 
development starts, not to mention the 
Paddington Cube, it will be lorries lined 
up nose to tail from Queensway to the 
suburbs – we must protect ourselves 
because nobody else will (except John 
Zamit of course!)

Nicky Hessenberg
Westbourne Park Villas W2

A "Lorry Park" in Westbourne  Park Villas whilst the Baptist Church is rebuilt WISHING TREE APPEAL
Thank you kindly for allowing Imperial 
College Healthcare Charity to participate 
in SEBRA’s AGM earlier this year.
This was a great opportunity to engage 
with supporters and local residents, and 
to spread information of the work that 
Imperial College NHS Trust and the charity 
are engaged in.
Thanks to the generosity of the meeting 
attendees, Imperial College Healthcare 
Charity was delighted to raise £66, which 
will contribute to the success of our 
Wishing Tree Appeal.
The Wishing Tree Appeal is supporting 
young people with long-term illnesses 
and life-changing conditions. In 2015, we 
ran a Wishing Tree Appeal that went on 
to purchase two specialized wheelchairs, 
which can be used to help children with 
a variety of conditions, greatly improving 
the mobility of some children being treated 
at St Mary’s.

Adrian Birch
Fundraising Team Administrator
Imperial College Healthcare Charity
T: 020 331 22205

Chairman's note:
SEBRA donated £200.00 on the night 
to this worthwhile appeal. We'll be 
continuing our charitable support of 
Imperial College throughout 2017.
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APPLICATION TO JOIN SEBRA - SOUTH EAST BAYSWATER RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
Membership is open to individuals, households and organisations, including businesses, with current 
or former local connections.

Please complete in BLOCK CAPITALS. Please delete as applicable.
I / We / My Organisation would like to apply for Individual / Household / Corporate Membership

Your name: Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms / Other   ________________________________________________________

Spouse/Partner: Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms / Other   ________________________________________________________

Or name of organisation / business:  ________________________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Post Code: ______________Telephone: ___________________________ Mobile: ____________________________

E-mail:  _____________________________________________________
(From time to time SEBRA sends information to members by e-mail).

Data protection: Please tick here [  ] if you DO NOT AGREE to SEBRA recording your details electronically.
(No information you give us will be shared with any other organisation).

Signature ________________________________________ Date ______/_____/______

Minimum Annual Subscription. Please tick: Individual £6 [  ] Household £10 [  ] Concessions: Individual £3 [  ] 

Household £5 [  ] Residents’ Association or Business £20 [  ]

Additional Donation £ ________  Donations are gratefully received.

I /We enclose a cheque/cash for £ ________ Please make cheques payable to ‘SEBRA’ and return this form to:

John Zamit, Chairman, SEBRA, 2 Claremont Court, Queensway, London W2 5HX
Telephone: 020 7727 6104 Mobile: 07768 068277 E-mail: chairman@sebra.org.uk

KENSINGTON GARDENS 
CONFUSION
In "Matters Arising" (Autumn 2016) your 
correspondent, Bob Rogers, is confusing 
two of Kensington Garden's treasures.
Beside the Italian Gardens is Queen Anne's 
Alcove. I'm sorry he isn't happy with the 
work done to restore this shelter. The 
whole area has been much improved 
by new planting in the pools round the 
fountains and in the beds surrounding the 
fountains, and the interesting sun loving 
planting in front of the new cafe there too.  
The eco planted roof to the cafe has not 
yet grown quite tall enough to be seen 
by pedestrians....but it is definitely there!
Queen Caroline's Temple is in another part 
of the Gardens. It is between the Sackler 
Gallery and the Long Water on a slight 
slope and is visible from West Carriage 
Drive.
Its lovely lead roof was stolen, replaced 
and stolen again. It now has a roof 
using lookalike lead which is of no value 
to thieves and is approved by English 
Heritage.
It was the centre, last summer, for several 
little temples designed as part of the 
Serpentine Gallery Summer pavilion event. 
Members of the Friends of Hyde Park 
and Kensington Gardens will have read 
an interesting piece, written by Dimity 

Spiller who is one of our members, on 
the history of this 18th century charmer 
in our Spring 2016 newsletter.

Sue Price
Chairman, Friends of Hyde Park & 
Kensington Gardens

Editor's Note:
We're very grateful to Sue for her correction 
and the two pictures shown should help 
to clarify things for our readers.

Queen Caroline's Temple

Queen Anne's Alcove

I regret to say that we won't be renewing 
our SEBRA subscription as we are about 
to abscond from Bayswater to Barnes. 
I know, have we no shame ...
But this is just to say how blessed we have 
been to have a Residents' Association as 
effective as yours during our eight years 
here. SEBRA really is a model of its kind.
Whilst in congratulatory mode, my pun of 
the year award must go to "Cube in mis-
style crisis".  Worthy of the late Frank Muir.
More importantly, best of luck with the 
campaign. W2 is indeed a place for squares, 
not cubes.

Adrian Holmes
Barnes SW13

"WE HAVE NO SHAME"

Chairman's Note:
I am delighted to say that since Adrian 
wrote to us he has decided to remain a 
member of SEBRA.
He can do so with the assurance that we'll 
continue to work in the best interests of 
all of our members.
This might be an opportune moment 
to remind our readers that it is not a 
requirement to live in SEBRALAND to 
become a SEBRA member.
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SEBRA (South East Bayswater Residents’ Association) 
is recognised by Westminster City Council as an official 
amenities association and enjoys great influence in the 
borough of Westminster.

SEBRA is consulted by WCC on local planning applications as well 
as traffic and licensing. Our fields of interest encompass: Protecting 
the environment, traffic and transport, refuse and recycling, planning 
and licensing, crime prevention and community affairs.
SEBRA hosts a large garden party every summer which provides 
a wonderful opportunity for us to engage with our members. 
It’s also a great way for members to  meet other members and to 
interact with our MPs, Westminster City Councillors and officers.
We also hold a well-attended AGM every autumn, which as well 
as dealing with official business, is a very sociable occasion. 

SEBRA is a founding member of PRACT (Paddington Residents’ 
Active Concern on Transport), which is comprised of: SEBRA, 
Bayswater Residents’ Association, Hyde Park Estate Association 
and the Paddington Waterways and Maida Vale Society.

SEBRA NEWS W2 is the official magazine of the South East 
Bayswater Residents’ Association and is published three times 
per annum: spring, summer and autumn.

The magazine represents a compilation of opinions from across 
the local community and is published and distributed to all its 
members, across Westminster City Council and further afield.

We continue to invite local residents, businesses, and the broader 
community to become SEBRA members and contribute to 
SEBRA NEWS W2.

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP:
Email:  membership@sebra.org.uk  
Individual: £6.00
Individual Concessions:   £3.00 
Household:  £10.00
Household Concessions:  £5.00
Business: £20.00
Residents' Associations: £20.00
DONATIONS ALWAYS WELCOME

GENERAL INFORMATION:
Contact: John Zamit, Chairman
Phone: 020 7727 6104
Mobile: 07768 068277 
Email: chairman@sebra.org.uk
Address: 2 Claremont Court
 Queensway, London
 W2 5HX

NEXT EDITION: The Summer 2017 edition of SEBRA NEWS W2 is due to be published on Friday 9 June 2017. 
 The LAST date for contributions is Friday 5 May 2017.

EDITOR: SEBRA NEWS W2 is edited by Steve Olive. Call 07786 066141 or email: editor@sebra.org.uk

DISCLAIMER:  The views expressed in this publication are those of the writer and are not necessarily those of SEBRA, its   
 Officers, its Committee Members or Editor. (Editorial control is the responsibility of SEBRA Chairman John Zamit).

COPYRIGHT: All content Copyright © 2017 - The South East Bayswater Residents’ Association.

About SEBRA
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LOCAL TELEPHONE CONTACTS

 Police - Emergency 999
 Police - Non Emergency 101
 Police - Royal Parks 101
 British Transport Police 0800 405 040
 TfL - Congestion Charge 0845 900 1234
 TfL  - Highway Problems 0343 222 1234
 Crossrail Helpdesk 0345 602 3813

SEBRALAND W2

CITY HALL: 020 7641 6000
Website: www.westminster.gov.uk

CITY INSPECTORS: 020 7641 2000
Email: environmentalactionline@westminster.gov.uk

 Environment and Noise 020 7641 2000
 Graffiti and Flyposting 020 7641 2000
 Highways and Lighting 020 7641 2000
 Paddington Library 020 7641 1300
 Parking Hotline 020 7823 4567
 Karen Buck MP 020 8968 7999
 Mark Field MP 020 7219 8155


